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The PREFA CE. 


Preſent you with this ſhort Trea- d 
tiſe; carry it in your Hand 
45 a Clock which a great Prince 
wore in a Ring: 1t firiketh 
every Hour of the Day, and agree- 
&h with Reaſon, as true Dials with 
the Sun. DO 6 

If you read it with Attention, you 
will find is Great in its Littleneſs, 
Rich in its Poverty, and Large in 
its Brevity. 

If your Mind be fram'd for the 
moſt ſolid Entertainments of | Devo- 
tion, this will delight thee, and car 
ry thee on ſmoothly in thy Regular 
Courfe, and learn thee: that. ſurt,. 
but happy.skill of working in thy Soul 
the Vertues thou deſireſt. —_— 

Upon the. Wings of Devotion than 
A 3. mayeſt. > 
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-whote Duty of Man. 


'Help to Devotion ; Written by 
_ Dy. Horneck, Chaplamn in Ora 


©» Phanjxin'S. Pauls Church-yard: 


The Preface. 
mayeſt ſoar up to Heaven, and fly 
away from the. Troubles and Cares | 
of this Life.. k 

May this little Manual be to the | 
Reader of that Conſequence, as to | 
#ncreaſe bis Picty and Devotion; 
and may he weigh what he reads with 
that ſeriouſneſs which befits a thing 
wherein both bis Happineſs and Duty 
is concerned. | 

I ſhall now conclude with the 
Words of the Royal Preacher, Ecch, 
T2..v.'13: Fear God-and keep his 
Commandments : For this is the 


. For more particular Occaſions, 
fee the Exerciſe of Prayer, or a 


mary to their Majeſtics. 
Sold by Henry Mortlock, at the 
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A Prayer for New. year®s-day. 


I. | 

Blefſed Lord, who, as upon this 

Day receivedft the holy Name . 

of Feſus, and undertook ſt for 
me the ſmart of Circumciſion ; grant 
unto me the true Circumciſion of the 
Spirit, that my Heart and all my Mem- 
ders being mortified from all worldly 
and carnal Lufts, I may ever obey thy 
"2g Will in all things, to my Life's 
end, | 


B > 3 


'Part r; 


IT. 
"This Day was given my Saviour, 4 


' Name above every Name, that at the Name 
of Feſus every knee fhould bow, both of 
things in Heaven, things on the earth, . and 


things under the earth. 
II. 

And becauſe there is no other Name 
under Heaven, given unto Men,by which 
they may receive Health and Salvation, 
but thine only ; dear - Jeſus, be thuu 


 henceforth-unto me a. Jeſus, giving me 


. always thankful Eyes, obedient Knees, 
and a reverential Heart unto thy ſweet 


and ſaving Name, that now I may begin 


.a new-Yearof Vertues, and cancel, by 


. old, 


; 


Repentance , . all the Failings 


| IV. 
And teach me, L þeſecch thee, O Lord, 


of the 


-, with readineſs and humility to obey thy 
- Sacred Laws, how crofs ſoever to my 


unmortified Paffions 3 and in all my Ne- 


_ ceffities, with: joy and confidence to call 
@n that -holy Name, fince whatſoever]. 
ſhall ask, I am promiſed ſhall be granted, 
. through the Merits of Jeſus Chrift my 


anly Saviour and Redeemer, 
Soo. Our Father, &C. 
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Part.'1. for New-years-day. 3 


Ejaculations for the Horning. 


Jo Riſe, thou 'that ſleepeſt ( ariſe 
my dull and drowſie Soul) and 
Chrift will give thee -Light. | 
2. To thee, O Lord, dolliftup my &© 
: WH Eyes, my Hands, my Heart, from this © 
1 Bed where my Body hath taken its night= 
x ly Repoſe, towards thy Heaven, where I 
my Soul expeQts her eternal Reft. 
3. My Voice ſhalt thou hear betimes 
s in the Morning; in the Morning will:[ 
tC Wl dire my Prayer unto thee, and will 
n look up, 
y 4. I confeſs, OLord, that I am ut- 
e Wl terly unworthy to enjoy this blefſed 3 
Light, which I have ſo much abuſed to - 4 
'thy great diſhonour 3 much more the - ©: 
Light of Grace, by which thou leadeft : 34 
me to that of Glory: And that it were -_.» 
more juft with thee, for ever to deprive: |: 
'me of theſe happy Lights, and to ex» '. 7 
poſe me to-'the Terrours of eternal: =. 
Darkneſs, . * 1:5, 
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---mbatſoever I ſhall ach : I come unto thee, 0 
* 'Tord, in bis Name at this time, for the 


©” able to ſupply all my weakneſs and inſuſfci- 
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4 Morning Prayer. Part+x4. 
thy Mercies, and am unworthy of the leaf 
Crum that falls from the Table of thy ordi- 
nary Providence, I praiſe and bleſs thy glo- 
riow Name, that thou haſt preſerved me 
from the dangers and perils of thi night, 
and. continued to me ftill the opportunizies uf 


II. 

'T am-unworthy, O Lord, of thoſe common 
'F.rvours which thou vonchſafeſt r0he Birds 
of the Air, and ro the Lilies of ube Field, 
tw be cloathed, and 10 be fed ; how much 
more, O Lord, unworthy am 1 to appear in 
thy Preſence, 10 call upon thy great and glo- 
rious Name with any confidence that thou 
wilt bear my Prayers, and grant my "te« 
queſts ' And 45-1 am unworthy, ſo T am «1 
Together unable 10 perform any boly duy 
that may | be -pleaſing and acceptable -in thy, 
Figbe. | | - MF 

.1IT. : 


-  *ButI come unto thee in the Name of tl 
"dear Son, who u moſt worthy, in whoſe 
Name thou baſt promiſed to gran unto me 


"-affftance of thy boly and blef-d Spirit, who js 


| "There" is nothing, O Lord, hath be* 


of ny 'bearr, 1 do defire 10 ſpread 
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Part. 1. Morning Prayer. 5 


them before thee at this time, by an bumb'e 
and ſincere confe ſion of them. 
IV 


1 acknowledge, O tord, to thy glory ani 
my own ſhame, that thou mad ſt m? upright, 
but 1 bave ſought out many inventions, and 
bave leſt that gloriou Image of thine, 
where in at firſt | was created ; and I bave 
contraFed many vitious babits, whereby Þ 
am prone 20 evil, and that cominually, I 
have not endeavonred to cleanſe my ſelf from 
all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, neither 
mide 4 Govenaut with mine Eyes, nor k-pe 
the door of my Lips, but have been ahomin- 
ble in all my ways, 

V.- 

Yo, 0.Lord, let me come from the Throne 
CM Fuſtice to thy Mercy-ſear, and bear 
the voice of the blood of thy Son Feſus 
Chriſt, that ſpeaketh better things 1ban the 


blood of Abel. Fit and prepare me for al bt 
the Changes and Chances of this mortal life., - >; 


Give me, O Lord, I beſeech thee, a content= 


ed mind in all Eſtates whatſoever, that. Þ 38 
may ſay with the Royz1 Pſalmiſt, My hearg +2 
is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed; F LEN 


. 


* 


*: 
Cas 


F= 


will ſing and give. praiſe. KT: 
Lord, this day without fin, and fr 2 | 
danger ;, and bleſs both my going out "WE = 
coming in, And this 199 or Jeſw Chriſt's. © 
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ſake, my only Saviour and Redeemer, Amen; 
Our Father, 6c, 


Ejaculations at going forth. 


i. N ff Any have paſſed out of their 

Houſes in perfe& health, and 

never returned home alive. From a 

ſudden and violent death, good Lord 
deliver Us. 

2. Lord, guide me through all the 

| paſſages of this day, and dire& me, thar 

whatſoever I take in hand, I may aim 

at the End (which is thy Glory) and 

let thy Law be my delight all the day 

long. 


Ejaculations for the Evening. 


WE þ. ; _ehten my eyes, O Lord, that f 
\ TIOE eep not in death, but that I 


k. 7Þ ++, thy Glory. 

+, ©..2. Forgive thoſe aQual fins which 
'"give-me a godly forrow for them, # 
perfeR hatred againſt them, and a 
ee conftant reſolution to {orfaks, 


Ejacuiations. Part i. 


83 may awake with the morning light, to . 


[s =. this day-light hath witnefſed: Lord, 
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Parti. Evening Prayer. 7 

bs my own Salvation, that I may be like 
the good Servant in the Goſpel, that 
when my Lord cometh, he may find me 
ſo doing. 

4. As [ uncloath my body of theſe 
earthly garments, O Lord, uncloath 
my Soul of ill habits and idle affetti- 
ons, and keep me this n:ght in the arms 
of thine abuadant mercy, for the fake 
of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, my alone Savi- 
our and Redeemer, 


tke dd fo, 
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Evening Prayer. 


» ws &# TI 


I. 

Eternal God, who dwelleſt in that nent] 

Light which no mortal eye can a 
proach unto, y:r humbleſt 1hy ſelf ſo far as 
10 behold things bere below ; I thy unmortly... 
Servant, who am ſinful. duſt and px io do * 
here in all bu nility profirate my ro 
thee, defiring pardon and forgivene ; for al 
my tranſgreſſoms, which are fins without 
number, beſides the original guilt convalted. 2 
by the diſob:dience of my firſt "Parents*;_ = 
and derived uno me Tn my Motbers wand; +> 4 
wherein 1 wis conceived in fin, and themes : 
""_ "pk in iniquity. II EL. 
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6 Ejacuiations, Part 1. 


fake, my only Saviour and Redeemer, Amen, 
Our Father, tc, 


Ejaculations at going forth. 


1. N ff Any have paſſed out of their 

Houſes in perfect health, and 
never returned home alive. From a 
ſudden and violent death, good Lord 
deliver us. 

2. Lord, guide me through all the 
paſſages of this day, and dire& me, that 
whatſoever I take in hand, I may aim 
at the End (which is thy Glory) and 
let thy Law be my delight all the day 
long. 


Ejaculations for the Evening. 
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Parti. Evening Prayer. 7 
my own Salvation, that I may be like 
the good Servant in the Goſpel, that 
when my Lord cometh, he may find me 
ſo doing. 

4. As [ uncloath my body of theſe 
earthly garments, O Lord, uncloath 
my Soul of ill habits and idle affetti- 
ons, and keep me this n:ght in the arms 
of thine abundant mercy, for the fake 
of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, my alone Savi- 
our and Redeemer, 


Evening Prayer. 


I. 

Eternal God, who dwelleſt in that © 

Light which no mirtal eye can a 
proach unto, y:r humbleſt thy ſelf ſo far as 
10 behold things bere below ; I thy unworthy. 8 
Servant, who am ſinful. duſt and afbes, do - - 4 
bere in al bumnility proſtrate my ſelf before © 
thee, defiring pardon and forgiveneſs s for al >, 
my tranſgreſhins, which are ſins withaue ©- 
number, beſides the original guile connatted.- __ 
by the diſob:dience f my firſt Parents; <3 18 
and derived unto me in my Mothers womb," 7A : ; 4 
wherejn 1 wis conceived in fin, and theneg : 
brought forth in as 42 | 
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8 Evening Prayer. Part 1. 


the face of the earth, inio the Lake that 
burns with Fire and Brimſtone: Yet, as if 
«ll thu had not been enough to undo me, 1 
have, ever fince | have been born, ſo cor- 
rupted my ways, and that continually, as if 1 
were born t0 do nothing elſe but fin, My 
ſecret fins, my ſins of incogitancy and of ig- 
| norance, my ſins of infirmity, have defiled 
=. my ſou! ; how much more then bave [I pollu- . 
ted it, and provoked thee, by fins of wilful- 
xeſs and of malice, againſt the many motions 
of thyGrace, and againſt the checks of my 
. own Conſcience | 


as. hom. Mk. — LY 


nl. 
0 Lord, when I confeſs my fins unto thee, 
I fin even in the Very confefing of them > 
and 47 them over again, by remembring of 
them with 100 much delight, and by fe eing 
of them with too little remorſe : And when | 
: pray that thou wouldſt forgive me my fing, 
WW : I fin in praying, through deadneſs, dulneſs 
and drowſineſs of ſpirit, through idle 
| boughts, and wandring imaginations 1 
-ebrough unbelief and migbelief : $o that 
even my prayers turn into fin ; that when 1 
 - Gave done projing, I bad need fall down up- 
 .,vamplnces ag4in, and intreat perdon for my 
: ITT. hg ; 
©... - If abou, . Lord:God, ſFould't-be extream\- 
3 © 0 mat bar is dove miſe, Lord, who oy” 
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Part 1. Evening Prayer. 9 


able to abide it ? And yer how ſhall I eſcape 
ir? For whither ſhall go from thy preſence, 
o4 whither can I fly from thy Spirit? If I 
climb up into Heaven, thou art there ; if I 
go down into Hell, thou art there alſo 5, if I 
rake the wings of the morning and fly into 
the urmoſ} parts of the earth, even there 
ſhall tby hand find me : If I ſay, Peradven- 
rure the darkneſs ſhall cover me, darkneſs 6. 
no darkneſs with 1bee ; for the night and day 
to thee are both alike, There is nothing can, 
O Lord, fall upon me but thy Prath, nor no- 
thing cover me but my own confuſion. 


O Lord, pardon in me whatever is amiſe, 
and give me firength 10 overcome all aſſaults 
and temptations, And I beſeech thee 10 ac- 
cept the humbleſt acknowledgment of a thank- 
ful heart for thy providence and tender cave 
of m2 this day: For unJeſs thy mercy and 
grace bad been my guideand defence, I bad 
committed more grievous fins againſt thy di- 
vine Majefty, 'and bad been ſwallowed up 


for ever by th) Juſt Wrath and evereſt F *& . oY 
ments, Defend me, 0 Lord, from allcal- © 


mitiesÞ bave deſerved ; and protef my ſoul; Y Io 
that it conſent not t0 any works of- darkneſs >. * 
Keep me this night in thy fear, that-at haf * 


I maydie in thy favour, t 


* 
* 


*s 


E-- 


rough the metti; 
von of Jeſus. Chriſt my only. Lord and- yy Ch + Þ 
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ro Ejaculations, &c, Part r, 


Ejaculations at going to bed. © © 


L. ND now compoſing my Body 


to ſleep, O Lord, keep my 
heart waking, that it may contem- 
plate upon thy holy Commandments, 
2..Prote& and defend me, O Lord, 
by thy heavenly Grace, from all dan- 
gers this night, and all the days of my 
life, in the hour of Death,. and in' the 
day of Fudgment. 


Sunday morning”s Meaitations, 


L 
Ome, let us lay afide the Cares of 
this World, and take into our 
minds the Joys of Heaven ; let us empty 
eur heads of all other thoughts, and. 


prepare that upper room to entertain. 


eur God. 
: 

Retiring from the many diftraQions 
of this life, and cloſely recolleQing al! 
the forces of our Soul; ſo to purfue in 
earneft that one neceffary Work, the 
ſecuring tg our ſelves the Kingdom. of 
Heaven. 
| TIF. 


Part i. Aeditations, &6, 171 


ſtudy all things elſe, and never ſeek tO 
taſte thy ſweetneſs : miſerable, though 
their $kill can number the Stars, and 
trace out the ways of the Planets: To 
know thee, O Lord, is to be truly wiſe, 
and to contemplate thee, the higheft 
Learning, 
IV. 
Send forth thy light, O thou Morn- 


ing-ftar, and lead us to thy holy hill : 


Send forth thy Truth, O increated Wiſe 
dom, and bring us to thy blefſed Tabers 
nacle, 


APRAYER for Sunday 
moruing. 

Eternal God, prepare my Heavy to 

ſeek thee, and accept this my Morn» 

ing Sacrifice, though weak and imperfeth. 

1 bave too often finned in abſcnting thy 


Houſe , but more often and more. grievonſly © = 


in frequeming it, by coming carele(ly. and 
out of cuſtom, by unbeſeeming Geſtures, cold - 
Prayers, and bearil:ſs Hearing. Lord, tes 
this days Reſt of my Body, bring to my re« - 
membrance that eternal Reſt cf my Soul; 

and let me come before thee with a- ſacrific'd 
and bumble Soul, with a wounded” and. cone. 
write Spirit. OS os 
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12 Prayers for Sunday. Part 1, 


A PRAYER for Sunday noon. 


O thou God of infinite Compaſſons, how 
delightful to me was the Muſick of thy Go- 
ſpel, and charming tro my wounded Spirit ! 
Lord, let it raiſe my Soul above the reach of 
all earthly vanities: Each word that I beard 
10 day was of weight ; and if 1 become not 
more koly by thoſe heavenly improvements, 1 
ſhall certainly become more ſinful by my care- 
leſs negleting of it : But let me ſtill be 
hoping, O Lord, in thy agifting grace, in all 
temptations, 


A PRAYER for Sunday night. 


O God, the Father of our Loyd Feſus 
Chbrift, who art infinite in Power and Ma- 
jefly, 4s thou art in Mercy and Compaſyon ; 
thou madeſt Heaven and Earth, and all 
things therein contained, and that of nothing, 
in the ſpace of fix days; on the ſeventh 
day thou didſt reft, and by thy own example 
didſt conſecrate the ſame as a day of Spiri- 


tual Reft and Recreation to thy People, and 


fterwards didſt renew it by 1be Authority, 
- Praftice and Example of thy bleſſed 4poſiles, 
«nd eſpecially of thy bleſſed Son F:ſu Chriſt, 
--wbo perfeed the work of our Redemption 
- ty bz glorious reſurretion ; Accepr, or 
OE IJ 
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Parti. Meditations, &c. 13 
bly beſeech thee for bis ſake, this my Even- 
ing ſacrifice of Prayer and Praiſe, which, 
though in great weakneſs, yet in the uprigbt- 
neſs of my beart, I do offer up unto thy Ma- 
jeſty in his Name in whom only thou art 
well pleaſed, my Lord and Saviour Fefus 
Chriſt, Amen. 


Meditations for Monday. 


[. 
Appy are they, O glorious Lord, 
who every where adore thy Ma- 
jeſty > that live on Earth, as in the 
ſight of the King of Heaven, and every 
moment have God in their thoughts. 
Il. 
The unlimited eye of the great Al- 
mighty looks down to this lower World 


and beholds all the ways of the children 


of Men: If we go out, he marks our 
Steps : And when we retire, our cloſet - 

excludes not him. | 

IIT. 4 

While we are alone, he minds our 


_ contrivings, and the ends we aim atin' « 


all our Studies ; when we converſe with . 
ethers, he obſerves our deportment,  - 


and the good we do them or our ſelves,” * * _ - | F- 
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14 Prayers, &c. for Part r. 


we ſpend our time 5 and our d7-keft 
Night conceals not our Works from him: 
If we deceive our neighhour, he ſpies 
the fraud, and hears the leaft whiſper 
of a ſlandering Tongue. 


APRAYER for Monday 
morning. 


Moſt gracious God, thou art my only 

bappineſs for ever ; 1 ſee my Portion 
bereafter depends on my Choice here ; but my 
Choice, O Lord, depends on thee, Guide 
me with thy holy Gr ace that 1 withdraw my: 
Aﬀetions from all Vanities bere below, and 
fix them upon H:aven and heavenly things : 


Teach me what # acceptable in_ thy Sight, 
that I may know my End, and wiſely chuſe 
my way and order all my AcHons #0 thy Glory, 
through Chriſt our Lord. FP 


A PRAYER for Monday noon. 


- .O boly Lord, who requireſt Truth in the 
inward parts, keep me from relapſing, into ſin, 
which thy Grace bath rooted out  d=1roer me 

from all malice and enmity with my Neigh- 

' bours, and from opprefing the poor, who 

| » bawe none wdefend them : then may 1 expet® 

: thy proteftion. Thou art my Stength,.. O 
Zord, whom ſhall 1 fear ? thou art my Ba ; 
Ulks _ - 


Part 1. Monday, &c. 5 


uation, of whom then ſhall I be afraid? Nos 
thing can burt me but my own vitious De- 
fires, nothing can endanger me but my diſo-- 
bedience to my Maker > which God avert, 
for his Son Feſus Chriſt his ſake, my Savi- 
our and Redeemer, 


A PRAYER for Monday night. 


O Lord, who art ever preſent to all that 
thou haſt made, ſtill watching to improve us 
in the ways of thy holy Commandments; 
check my- Inclinations to folly, and encou- 
rage my purſuit totrue good ; make me always 
feel my ſelf under thy ſure ProteQion from 
all dangers, und within free reach of thy 
gracious Ear; that whatever real  o 
faithfully ask, and uſe my. juſt Endeavours 
w requeſt of thee, | may attain rhe ſame, 
through Chrift our Lord. Amen. 


Meditations ff, or Tueſday. 
| | 


Ord,. how ſecure and quiet the 1. 3 
hve, whom thy Grace continually * 


as" and protects! The day goes |. ® 
oothly over their Heads, and entag- - ©: 
the Shadow of a Dial ; the Spirits- of ' _ - 
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their Fancy run calm and even, . and” 


and flow in obedience to Reaſon5-alf < 
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14 Prayers, &c. for Part r. 


we ſpend our time; and our d?ckeft 
Night conceals not our Works from him: 
If we deceive our neighbour, he ſpies 
the fraud, and hears the leaft whiſper 
of a ſlandering Tongue. 


APRAYER for Monday 
morning. 


Moſt gracious God, thou art my only 
bappineſs for ever ; I ſee my Portion 
hereafter depends on my Choice here ; but my 
Choice, O Lord, depends on thee, Guide 


me with thy holy Gr ace that 1 withdraw my 


Aﬀetions from all Vanities here below, and 
fix them upon H:aven and heavenly things + 
Teach me what ts acceptable in thy Sight, 
that I may know my End, and wiſely chuſe 
my way and order all my Actions to thy Glory, 
through Chriſt our Lord. P 


A PRAYER for Mond non. 


. .O holy Lord, who requireſt Truth in the 
inmard parts, keep me from relapſing into fin, 
which thy Grace hath rooted out  d-1roer me 
from all malice and enmity with my Neigh- 
bours, and from opprefing the poor, who 
beve none 10 defend them : then miy I expet® 
thy protetion. Thou art my Strength,.. O 


Zord, whom ſhall 1 fear? thou art my _ T 
Ui _ 


Part 1. Monday, &c. 5 


uation, of whom then ſhall 1 be afraid? Nos 
thing can bur me but my own vitious De- 
fires, nothing can endanger me but my diſo- 
bedience to my Maker which God avert, 
for bis Son Feſus Chriſt bis ſake, my Savi- 
our and Redeemer, 


A PRAYER for Monday night. 


O Lord, who art ever preſent 10 all that 
thou haſt made, ſtill watching to improve us 
in the ways of thy holy Commandments; 
check my Indlinations to folly, and encou- 
rage my purſuit totrue good ; make me always 
feel my ſelf under thy ſure Proteftion from 
all dangers, und within free reacb of thy 
gracious Far ; that whatever real good [ 
faitbfully ask, and uſe my. juſt Endeauours 
w requeſt of thee, 1 may atiain rhe ſame, 
through Chrift our Lord, Amen. 


Meditations for Tueſday. 


L. _—— 
Ord,. how ſecure and quiet they 


live, whom thy Grace continually X 


Po and protects! The day goes 
moothly over their Heads, and ſlentas- 


the Shadow of a Dial 3 the Spirits of Eo 


their Fancy run calm and even, and ebb Gr ; L 
and flow in obedience to Reaſons-alff _ 
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16 Meawations, &c, © Part 1. 


their Delight is to think on Heaven, 
and reckon o'er the joys they ſhall one 
day poflc(s. 

Il. 

T#l ſome unruly paſhon preſs to 
come in, and by its fauning outſtde gain 
adniittance; it promiſes at firft all joy 
and happineſs, but ſoon diſcovers its per- 
nicious intent ; ſoon it grows bold to un- 
dermine their repoſe, and open a Door 
to all their enemies. 

IL. 

So, at a little Breach of a City-wall, 
a whole Army pours in their numerous 
Body, enſlaving all that ſubmit to their 
violence, and deſtroying all that make 
head to reſiſt : And ſuch, alas, is their 
confuſion, when once they have yielded 
to the ficſt Aſſault, immediately a 
throng of tumultuous ſpirits croud into 
their heads, and utterly conſume the 
little remnant of their Peace. 


A PRAYER for Tueſday 
; morning. 


Ord, I beſeech thee, grant me thy holy 
| Spirit, that I may withſtand all tem- 
ptations and aſſaults which utterly confound 
the Government and Peace of my Soul > Lord, 


ter thy Grace, which is ſufficient for 77 
Mts for 


—_—_— _ ——_ Con 


Part 1. Tueſday. 17 


fortifie me agamnſt the Wiles of the Devil or 
Man,for 1by Son Feſus ChriſPs ſake. Amen. 


A PRAYER for Tueſday noon. 


O Lord, whoſe merciful providence makes 
eafie the laborious courſe of our lives, winb 
conſtant conveniencies and ſeaſons of repoſe : 
veucbſafe, 1 bumbly beſeech thee, ro prote# 
me the_remaining part of this day; and 
grant, that reficting with bearty contrition 
on every ftep I have made awry, and with 
a thankful achnowledgment for thoſe thou 
baſt ed me aright, I may benceforth be ren- 
dred more wary of my deviating inclinations, 
and more atientively obſequious to the fieady 
guidance of thy Grace, through my Lord and 
Saviour Feſus Chriſt, Amen. 


A PRAYER for Tueſday night. 


Moſt mighty God, I beſeech thee give thy 
Angels charge over me, to keep me in all my 


ways, that no evil happen unto me, nor any _ © ©: 


plague come nigh my dwelling, Grant me 4 
moderate and refreſbing ſleep, ſuch as may fit 
me for the duties of the day following « © 
Make me always mindful of my latter ns, _ 


that when I die, 1 may die uato the Lord,and © ©; 
my ſoul may reſt in bope. Amen, OTIS 27 < "4 
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18 Meditations, &Cc. Part, 


| Meditations for Wedneſday. 


The diſtrafion of a life led by 

humour, and the miſerable thra!- 
dom of being ſubj-@ to our Paſhons! 
How often do they engage us to conteud 
with others, and imbitter all our days 
with ſtrife andenvy ! How often do they 
quairel among themſelves, and raiſe a 
war in our own boſoms! 

M, 

If they by chance agree in one deſire, 
they many times vex us by. their being 
diſappointed; if they perhaps ſometimes 
ſucceed, they ſeldom produce the ex- 
petted content ; if they delight our cor- 
Tupted tafte; and we greedily ſwallow 
their unwholſom ſweetneſs, 

| In. 


Then *tis, alas, they moſt of all undo - 


us, feeding the humour of our fatal diſ- 


- eaſe. Vain at the beft, andſhort, are- 


the enjoyments of this World ; which 
after a little flartery, betray us into ru- 
ine. Save us, O Lord, or elſe we periſhz 
awake, and with thy ſpeedy Mercy reſcue 
_ thy Servants > ſend down thy powerful 

Grace to ſuſtain our part, and thorowly 

reduce theſe unquiet diſorders... + : - 
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Part 1. for Wedneſday. 19. 


A PRAYER for Wedneſday 
Morning. 
Ord, what am I, but a friend of this 


preſent evil world, and an enemy 10 
thee? I am achild of wrath, and a Son of 


darkneſs: let not moumains of fin oppreſs me, 


or the world with the baits of vanity, $0 
check me, that-I may never like an Eagle fig 
to the Careaſs,. but be able to cry for belp to 
thee, who arts the only bright Morning-ſlar, 
that are wont to ſpread forth the beams of 
comfort unto the needy in extremity. Amen. 


A Prayer for Wedneſday noon. 


0 Lord, give me wings of Faith 10 
unto thee ; be pin upon me he dew of 7 
Blefings, that I may bring forth the Fruits 
of Helineſs. Teach me, O Lord, the way- 
that 1 ſheuld go, and guide me and dire me 


by thy holy and blefſed band 5 and grant that 


theſe my Petitions at this time may be for the 


better and not for the worſe; and be thou-a 


Lanthorn unto my Feet, and & Light unto my 


Head, that | may never err nor- ſtray fromnby”” 
Commandments, Amen. 3 
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,own duty: ſtill to our Devotions let us 


'Earth comply with thy Heaven. 
Kod HI 


*necefſities, let us faithfully begin to 1a- 


- - -Hleffing from the Clouds, on he: idle 
 - folliesofan undiſciplin'd life ; ut hear- 
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20 Meditations, ©. Part r; 
reach me ſo 16 govern and end my life, that 
I may ſleep in peace and r-(t withihee : hide 
me under the ſhadow of thy Wings, that | 
may reft quietly, void of all fear, ſpiritual 
darkneſs, danger and deſpair : comfort me in 
all affli tions, by ſantifying of them to me; 
that whatſoever is laid upon me as a fatherhy 
emretion, | may patiently bear as a dutiful ( 
Child, through Chrift my Saviour, Amen.. 


Meditations for Thurſday. * 


I. 

Eliver us, O Lord, from asking of ll * 
thee what we cannot receive with ul 
out danger to our ſelves, and from re- Ml / 
ceiving what we cannot uſe without of- ll * 
fending others, and ruining our own il 
Souls. 
11, 

Deliver us from preſuming ſo on thy 

bounty, that we omit to perform our 


yn our beft endeavours, and make our 


” If we defire of thee to relieve our 


bour: with our hands, and not expett a 


Part 1. for T burſday. 21 


tily defire-that the ſucceeding day may 
learn to-grow wiſe, and corrett its faults 
by experience of the-paſt, 


APRAYER for Thurſday 
morning. 


() Lord God, whe by thy Almighty power 

didſt bring Water ont of a Rock ; I 

beſeech thee, ſmite the ſtony Rock of my 

Heart, and make the water of 4 true and of 
an unfeigned Repentance 10 guſb forth : 

Give me that godty-ſarrow that may work 

Repentance nev:r to be repented of ; Help 

me, O Lord, to carry all my fins even with 

ſorrow to their Grave and yet, O Lord, 
not with the ſorrow of Anxiety or Deſpera-- 
tion, but with the ſorrow of Comnrition, 

Humiliation and of an unfeigned Repentance. 

Amen, | 


A PRAYER for Thurſday noon. 


0 beavenly Father, thou art gracious and - + © 
merciful, thou knoweſt whercof 1 an made, . mY 
«nd remembref that I am bus duſt *_ be nat © * = 
wroth very Jore, O Lord, neither -remember_* ©; 
my iniquities- for ever. For 1 am wien--* 
aſhamed of the ſins I bave defired,  and-aa”*-x 
confounded foy the pleaſures 1 mave cbojetts ©: - 2 
0 make me penitent, careful «s the. wares. -* > 
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22 Prayers for Thurſday. Part.r, 
of the night, that I may never reitrn to the 
. folly whereof I am now aſhamed, but that-in 
Holineſs and Righteouſneſs I may ſerve and 
pleaſe thee all my days, working out my own 
Salvation with fear and trembling, Amen, 


A PRAYER for Thurſday night. 


- Almighty God, who batef® nothing that 
thou baſt made, and wouideſt not the death 
of a fenner, but rather that be ſhould repen 
and be ſaved : Though the Tree be barren, 
If not the decree go forth 0 cut it down, 
by: ſpare me, puck Lord, ſpare me whon 


thou haſt redeemed with thy moſt preciou; 
Bloed, and be not angry with me for ever; 


though 1 bave kindled 4 Fire in thy anger, 
yet tet it nor burn to my utter deſtruftion, 
Thou art a-God of Mercy and Compdffin, 
pardoning iniquity, wanſgreffion and fin, 
Ob paſs by ell my tranſgreſſions and receive 
me graciouſly. Emer not tuto Fudgment 
with me, neither ſay, thou baſt no pleaſure 
in me; but, O Lord, preſerve me from ſm 
for the time to come : For without thy Gract 
preventing me, I gannot but fin ,whoſe wages 
is death, but thy Gift, © Lord, is Eternd 
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Part 2. Adeditations, &c. 23 


Meditations for Friday. 


I. 
Thou our gracious and indulgent : 
Father, who freely pardoneft all 
that truly repent, who giveft repent- 
ance to all that ask, and inviteft all to 
ask by promiling to give > make us ſe- 
riouſly ſearch into our own Breaft, and 
heartily lament our many failings. 
IL. 

Make us ſearch diligently for our bo- 
fom fins, and ftrive to caſt them out by 
Prayer and Faſting. All we canoffer 

hy offended Majefty to pactfie the ju- 
ice of thy wrath, is only an humble 
ye bath'd in tears, and a penitent 
eart broke with contrition. 

IL. | 

Only a firm reſolve to change our 
ives. Andeven all this we muft beg of 

hee. Preſerve us, O Lord, by thy 
powerful Grace, that no temptation - * 
urprize Or oVercome us : Reclaim our - 
andring fancies, and guide and fix 
hem to attend thy ſervice. SY 


\ PRAYER for Friday mornings - * I 
S Eterng] God , thou ſeeſt all-my 4ev-/- © © 
fires, and my continual groaningi-du$- 


bil 24 Prayers for Friday. Parti. WW 1 
{i not bid from thee ; thou alone knoweſt bow p. 
WE weary 1 am of the ſinful travels of this p 
Wh. life, how earneſtly 1 long to be at reſt with il 
Nh thee Lord, pardon all my fins, and put f 
kt &n end 10 all my Miſeries, Come, Tord Je- 4 
a fus, come quickly; wipe away all tears from 
mine Ejes, and bring me 10 that reſt of thine 
which never ſhall kave anend, Amen. 
A PRAYER for Friday noon. Ml * 
O thou God of infinite comp-fyions, vs {e 
not apon thoſe infinite failings of my finful n 
nature, but behold me in the beauty and per- a 
feRion of thy blefſed Son : - Teach me, O Lord, Wl ( 
to ſee the Rebellion of my own wicked il v 
heart, by bus perfe Obedience; my Sinful 01 
4 neſs by kis Righteouſneſs ; my Miſery, by 
þ bis Mercy: 1 ord, open mine Eyes, vbatl 
a may” ſee the foulneſs andthe filtbineſs of fin, Ml cy 
I and apprehend the greatneſs of thy Wrath «Wl th 
i gainſt it. Amen. © | hi 
52G | w] 
7.” A PRAYER for Friday night. - 
i 
V ' ©. 0 boly Lord, who art the only Keeper of BI co. 
*- _ -#by People Iſrael, that neither Nlumbereſt ng 
|..." fleegeſt >. while, darbneſs now covers the Jie : 
* 14". of the earth, receive my Body amid Soul tl his 
WE -* © $by cuſtody, and be pleaſed. in thy rende io: 


Fer 


O29 6 I I, þ bis TOA Fo 
i. cy i watch over me this night; Lond a, 
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Part 1. Saturday's Meditations 25 


rant that 1 ſleep not in fin, or pretermit 
I opportunity of ſerving thee : Fit and 
prepare me always for my latter end, be- 
fore I go hence , and be no more ſeen, 


Amen. 


Meditations for Saturday. 


I. 

| iFach me, O Lord, that ſafe and 

1] eaſfie Method of cenſuring my 
ſelf, to be acquitted by thee; every 
night let me fit as an impartial Judge, 
and call before me all my day ; let me 
ſeverally examin every thought and 
word, and ftritly ſearchevery deed and 
omiſſhon. | 


IL 
Imploring for the time paſt, the Mer- 
cy of Heaven, and for the time tocome, 
the ſame unbounded mercy. If I per- + - 
haps find ſome little thing well done _ 
when weigh'd with the allowance in> =: 
dulged our frailty, let me return all the 
glory to my God, and beg his Grace to. _ 5:5 
continue and improve. it, DS NN 
I. 5 EE 3 
His is the Hand that ſdws* the :Seedþ :5# > 
his is the Bleſſing that- gives the-In- 
creaſe 5 thus let me once a day, atlealls'*” 
look home, _ and ſeriouſly- enquirednie.”. 
: C hm 6 *# he 
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25 Prayers for Part, 


the ftate of my foul ; what e'er my weak- 
neſs or malice may have done , let 
me now undo with .a hearty con- 
crition, 
IV. 
Let not the Sun go down upon my 
Wrath, nor on any other unrepented 


fin : Still let me write at the foot of 


my account , Reconcil'd to my God, 

and in charity wichall the World ; then 

£0 to bed with a quiet Conſcience, and 
11 aſleep in peace and hope. 


A PRAYER for Saturday 
Morning. 


F, 
God, - the Father of all Mercies, the 
Fountain and Well-ſpring of all per- 


'fe# bappineſs, 1 thy moſt unworihy creature, 
_ ' by reaſon of my great and innumerable ranſ- 
Cone, yet invited by thy eſſential goods 


neſs and. Commandment, do with all reve- 


rence and bumble confidence approach tothe 


Throne of Grace, beg ging of ubee for the 
paſſion of my deareſt Lord, tg remove M 


:fens as far as the Eaſt is from the Weſt *, and 


ro remember them no more, leſt thou ſmite 


. me in thy jealouſie, and conſume me in thy 


wrath and indignation, which by my mani- 


' , fold fins and tranſgreſſions I juſtly _ 


Part. 1. Saturday. 27 


deſerved 10 feel, and fink under to eter- 
nal ages. 


II. 

I confeſs, O Lord, to thy glory, who ſo 
long baſi ſpared me, and to my own ſhame, 
who ſo long have reſiſted and deſpiſed ſo g'0e 
riows 4 mercy, that 1 am the vileſt of ſinners 
"and the worſt of Men; a Jover of the world, 
YE « reglefier of Religion, and an undervali= 
| BY cr of tes imereſts : being paſponare for wifles, 
| BY and indifferent for eternal Treaſures. 1am 

proud and envious ; Iuftful and intemperane 3 
prodigal of my time, and coverons of mo- 
WW 5; greedy of fin, bur loathing Manna, 
the Bread that came down from Heaven. 
Wiling 1 am 10 ſuffer any thing to pleaſe 
my ſenſes, and t6 ſatisfie ambition, or 10 


BY purchsſe the world; but am neither willing 
"WE to do or ſuffer any conradiftion for the 
" WH Law of God. 
: III. 
F In proſperity I am impudemt and proud, in 
. adverfity puſillanimous-and cowardly;, ready 
promiſe any thing in the day of calamity, 
but when tbou bringft me 10 comport, I for- 
” get my duty, and do juſt notbing. In all my 
” WM Converſation I am uneven; ſoon diſturbed, - 
I 7uickly angry, not quickly appeaſed 3 per"  _ © 
hy lant and peeviſh, and diſordered by a whoke + 
- body of fin,and evil is my porion.l am an bets.” 
1. Prath, infirmity and folly; ſhame and deals © 
is my inheritance. C | 
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. creaſe, and my fins abo:md to my deſirufion, 


"and of a never failing ehariy 10 aw 


28 Prayers for Part. 
IV. 

But, O Lord, leave me not to the finful 
Counſels of my ewn EAeart: Set ſcourges 
ever my thoughts, and the Diſcipline of Wif- 
dom over my Heart, leſt my ignorance in- 


Lord, let my Repentance be ſpeedy and per- 
fe, bringing forth the fruits of 4 boly-con- 
wverſation : give unto me 4 Faithihat ſhall ne- 
ver ceaſe, a confidence in thee thar ſhatl never 
be d:ſcompoſed, a Patience that ſhall never 
faint, and a noble Chriftian Courage to con- 
feſs tby boly Name. That in all Changes and 
Accidents I may be thy Servant, and thou maift 
take delight xo pardon me. Sandifie me, and 
ſave me, that 1 may rejoice in the mercies 
God in the day of rec:mpence, at the gloriam 
appearing of our Lord Feſus, in whoſe 
Name | conclude theſe my imperfeft Prayers, 
Amen. 


A PRAYER for Saturday: noon, 


W> 
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[. 
. O Almighty God, -reſirain my gboſtly ene 
mics, and give me all ſorts of ſpiritual ff 
ftance ;, let my Faith be the parent of a good 
life, and a ſtrong ſbield to repel the fiery dart 
of the Devil; the Author of « boly boye, 
. modeſt defires, of confidence in ubee my God 


f 


Part. T. Saturd@. --- 


Il. 

Lord, oive me grace t9 ſp2*d' the remain- 
def of my days to thy glory,that I may not on- 
ly lab ur to have my ſins pardone1, but alſo 
ſtrive tn have ſo much favour withthee, that 
before my death | may have my fins forgive- 
neſs 1fſu#ed, Ard gran, if it be thy bl-f'd 
will, that 1 may betake my ſelf to do that one 
thing neceſſary, thy I may not have my Oil t0 
buy when 1 ſhwld have it to burt. Teach me; 
0 Lord, that fickneſs is a tim? not to do, but 
to fuffer , grant that | miy ſee the books 
croſs'din my bealth, that at my death | may. 
refign my Soul into the hands of my faithful 
Creator and Redeemer, Amen. 


A PRAYER for Saturday night.. 


[. 

0 mf} powerfal Lord God, deliver - me 
now from the _ See of Buſineſs, and the 
dead water of a flbful life : The day.is. 
now approaching which is thy. boly. days 
prepare me for the ſa:Rtifying of the- ſame, 
that I may not ſpend it in my. own luſts and 
pleaſures, but my chief aim and delight may. 
be to conſecrate it to thy glory. If 

II, 

And, Lord, grant that 1 may ceaſe from all _ 
the works of > as well + fm the works - 
of my own employment \ that 1 may-thro 
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this night make my Sun 10 ſet, and turn my 
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30 *A Chil@s Prayer. Part r. 


thy render Mercy, feel in my Heart the be- 
ginning of rÞþy eternal Sabbath which is Fo 
unſpeakable and full of Glory. Prepare*me 
againſt my laſt beur, than if thou ſont: 


ſleep into death, 1 may live and die unto thee, 
who doftl live everlaſtingly, world without 
end, Our Father, Oc, 


A Prayer to be uſed by a little 
Child. 


Lord, my Saviour and merciful Re- 

deemer, who baft, in thy boly word, 
commanded that linle Children ſhould come 
nnto thee, and took them up in thine Arms, il 
laid thy hands upon, and bleed them; | t 
humbly pray thee look graciouſly upon ms, who Wl 2 
am one of thy Children, made after thine MI C 
own tage, iii devoted to thy Service. 
Have compuſſronign the weakneſs of my tender 
years, and ,h:ep me from all Evil and 
Danger both "in Body and Soul ; make 
we always mindful of my Creator in the 
drys of my Youth, and of that Baptiſm 
Vow tbit was made in my Name, That | 
ſhould forſake the Devil and all his 
Works, the Pomps and Vanities of 
this wicked World, and all the \in- 
fal Lufts of the Fleſh :- Make me qurifel 
to my Parents, loving to my a = 
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Part 1: Graces. 31 


dient to my Governou's and inſtructors, and 
courteous and hamble to all, that as 1 grow 
in years, I muy grow in grace and wiſdom, 
and be in favour with God and Man: Guide 
and ſanctifie me by tly Holy Spirit, that the 
longer I live, the better I may be, 10 the 
c:mfert of my Parents, the Honour and Glory 
of thee my God, and 'my own Happineſs both 
here and hereafter; and this 1 beg, for 1he 
ſake of Feſus Chriſt, Amen. Our Fa» 
ther, &c, 


AGrace before Meat. 


Leſs, O Lord, unto me, the nie of 

theſe thy Creatures ; make me 
to receive them ſoberly and thankfully, 
and ſerve thee always, through Jcſus 
Chriſt, Amen, 


Grace after Meat. 


Hou, O God, who haſt Created 

me by thy Power, Preſerved me 

by thy Providence, Redeemed me by thy 
Blood, and at this Time fed me with thy 
good Creatures, - be bleſſed and praiſed, 
now and for evermore, Amen. God ſave. 
the-Church, our King, Queen andRealm, 

and ſend'us Faith and Peace in- Jeſus: 
Chrift, . Amen, SNP RIS PI 

C4. 4 


Part 1. 


32 A Preparation to 


A ſerious Preparation to the Holy 
Sacrament. 


2 Chron. 34. 18, 19, 
Ood Lord, pardon every one that 
prepareth his Heart to ſeek God, 
the Lord God of his Fathers, though he 
be not cleanſed according to the purifi. 
cation of the Santuary. 


A Preparation to Examination. 


l, £ 
(0) Lord, IT do not preſume to come | 


to that great Feaſt of thy Body 
and Blood, upon the leaft . opinion of 


my own worthineſs; for when I look | 


upon my ſelf, 1 dare not come, for fear 
I ſhouldeat and drink my own damna- 
tion. 

IL. 

But when I conſider thy infinite Mer- 
cies unto mankind, and thy own W ords, 
calling all Men without exception 5 and 
knowing that thy crucified Body is not 
only Food to nouriſh, bat Phyſick to 
cure; I beg leave, that am but duſt and 
aſhes, to come to thy holy Table, and 
with my weak Faith to feed upon, ſome 
crums of the bread of life, 


Il, 


WF "oY SEE 


Part 1. Examination. 33 


III. 

I confeſs, O Lord, I have no Weding-» 
Garments upon me, but I come to ſeek 
them at thy Croſs, from thy bitter ſor- 
rows to derive into my Sonl a godly 
ſorrow, working Repentance to Salva-- 
tion, 

IV. 

From thy broken Body a broken Heart, 
from thy warm: Blood flowing from thy 
wounded Side, Heat, Zeal and Ferven- 
&y > that LI may love and admire thee; 
my God, as I —_— to do, 

I come, O dear Jeſus, to: fetch Hus- 
mility, Patience, Temperance, Sobri- 
ety and Charity, and whatever thou 
ſeeft elſe needful forme: Bury all my 
fins in thy gravez my ftony heart, my 
natural corruptions and vile atteai- 
ONS, | 


VI 

I come, O Lord, to fetch a 'new life 
from thy holy and bleſſed Reſurrection ; 
to which end, bleſs, O Lord, 1 beſeech 
thee, this my examination, which by 
thy divine aſſiſtance Fam-now. to make. 
before thee, 


VII; 
 Thouknoweft, O Lord; whata par-- 
tial examiner flcſh and blood will be unta: 
C 5 itſelf,. 


34 Exammation before Part 1, 


itſelf, unleſs thou guide and dire me 
by thy Holy Spirit : trengthen my weak 


Memory, that it may faithfully bring | 
forth all the evil ats I have done, and 


the good ones | have omitted, 
VI1LL. 


Make my Conſcience freely to accuſe, 


to judge, and condemn my ſelf, that ! 


be not judged of thee; and whatſoever 


gefe&tI commit in my examination,Lord 


pardon in that heap of fin which I bring | 
unto thy Croſs to be forgiven, I beſecch Þ} 


thee. Amen. 


Examination before the Holy S4- ; 


crament. 


Xamination is Saint Paal's Rule, | 
1 Cor. 11. 28. But let a Man eX- 


2mine himſelf, and ſo let him cat of that 
Bread, and drink of that Cup. 


Heads of Exammation. 


I. 
My Soul, now in the preſence of 
the Almighty, uſe thy utmoſt di- 
ligence to make thy calling and eleQion 
fure. How haft thou manag'd thy 
whole life, which God gave thee to im- 
ploy in his Service ? 


Ib 


a aa ii. a 
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II. 

If thou haft leiſure, art thou not idle, 
and ſpendeft thy precious life in unpro- 
fitable follies ? or if buſie, art thon not 
ſo too much, and leaveft no: time to 
provide for thy Soul ? 

III. 

Do thy Riches make thee wiſe, and 
generouſly afſift the Poor ? or thy Po- 
verty make thee humble, and faithfully 
labour in thy proper Calling ? 

IV 


Doth not the greatneſs of another mo.-. 
left thy Peace, and his proſperous con- 
dition make thee repine ? Art thou not 
g:ven to ſay in thine heart, Had I that 
fair Eſtate, or were I intruſted with ſo 
high a place, 1 ſhould know how to con- 
trive things better, and never commit 
ſuch groſs miſtakes ? 


\ 

Haft thou fallen among vitious Com- 
pany, which, O too often, engages into 
tolly ? and did the dangers increaſe thy 
care, and the fin of others breed ver- 
tue in thee ? ; 


VI. 

Haft thou ſpied any good example, 
Which thy gracious God preſents, to ex- 
cite thee ? and didft thou immediately 
entertain the Motion, and relolye in thy 
heart efk:Rually to follow it ? VII 


36 Examination before Part 1. | 


VII. k 

What haft thou gain'd by all thou | 
haſt ſeen or heard ? fince nothing is ſo | 
barren but may yield ſume fruit, had we | 
the art to cultivate it right, and fitly Þ 
apply it to our own advantage. ; 


VIII. | 

Haft thou given a Bill of Divorce to | 
all thy old beloved fins, and brought thy | 
ſelf into a fit way to be married to thy | 


Saviour and Redeemer ? 


IX. 9 

Haſt thou caft away all worldly 7 
thoughts, delights, and vain imagina- |? 
tions 5 that there remains no clogs to | 
hinder thee, my Soul, in thy mounting | 


towards Heaven ? 


Do'ft thou in every ftate give thanks 
to Heaven, and contentedly ſubſcribe to 
its ſevereft Decrees, rejoycingly ſay to 
God Almighty, O my Saviour, I'm glad 


my lot is in thy _ 
I. 

Thou art all Wiſdom, and ſeeft my 
wants, thou art all Goodneſs, and de- 
lighteft to relieve me : Under thy Pro- 
vidence I know I am fafe, and what- 
ever befalls me, thou. guideft to my ac- 
vantage. 


XL, 
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XlI. 

If thou wilt have me obſcure and 
low, thy bleſſed will, not mine, be done ; 
or if thou wilt load me with afflitions, 
imbittering my days with grief and 
ſickneſs, 

XLII. 


Still may thy bleſſed will, O Lord, be 
done, to govern thy Creatures in thy 
own beft way ; let me ſay with holy 
J0b, the Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away, bleſſed be the Name of the 


Lord, 
XIV. 

O that my loſs of tears might now 
prevail with thee to. repair the loſs of 
thy preſence in my ſinful Soul! Lord, 
3 let the greatneſs of my folly in ſinning, 
2 extol the richneſs of thy mercy in for- 
S giving. 

A' 


Reftore me to the joy of thy Salva- 
tion, and eftabliſh me with thy free 
Spirit ; ſo ſhall I have the comfort, and 
"thou, O my God, the praiſe for ever 
more, 


A 


OPmuy Toe OO oe 3% Aft Fog, ow 


38 Acorfeſſion of Sins, Part. 


A PRAYER after Examination, 


for the aſſiſtance of God's Holy | 


Spirit. 


I. 
Lefſed boly Spirit, the eternal love of 


the Father and Son, the Comforter | 


and Teacher of Truth, whom the Father by 
the Son promiſed to give them that ash; 
hyve mercy npom me, help my infirmities, 


keep my Soul and all its faculties lifted up i 


not fink down into the vanities and follies 
of this Life, 
II. 


Let the words of my mouth, and the me- | 
ditations of my heart, be always acceptable in | 
thy fight, O Lord my ſtrength and my redeem- | 
er, in whoſe moſt boly Name and words, 1 | 


ſum np this my imperfect Prayer, in that moſt 

perfest Form of Prayer which be #imſelf 

bath farther taught me in bis boly Goſpel. 
Our Father, We, 


A Confeſſion of Sins. 


| 
T Ord, forgive me all my fins in the 
Blood of my Redeemer > more 


particularly thoſe fins againſt that in- 
ward 
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Part 1. Aconfeſſion of Sins. 3g 


ward and ſpiritual worſhip that is due 
unto thee ; for the wilful blindneſs of 
my underftanding, in the not — 
after thee; in thy Word which teftift- 
eth of thee, nor in thy Work which 
magnifies thee. . 
Its 
I beg Mercy for the want of ſaving 
Faith, and the weakneſs of that Faith 
when it-is at the beft 5 and for the Fool 
in my heart that hath preſumed to 
doubt of thy Being or of thy Provis- 
dence. 
HI. 
I beg Mercy for the ſtubbornneſs and 
perverſneſs of my will, that it hath nei- 


: ther done what thou do'ft command, 
2 nor ſubmitted with patience and humi- 
[2 lity unto thy fatherly correQions, 


IV, 
I beg Mercy for the fins of my affe- 


J ions, that have been turn'd into filthy 


fcſhly lufts, that fight againft the Spt- 
rit 3 that I have had no fear of God he- 
fore my Eyes ; no ſorrow, but that 1 
have not ſinned enough ; no comfort 
=_ delight, but in the yanities of this 
b/ Nh 


V. 

I beg Mercy for that raſh and immo- 
derate anger that flaſhes out of my cor- 
rupt 


40 A confeſſion of Sins, Part vp. 


rupt nature, and for every paſſion and | 
perturbation of my Soul ; for the hard. | 
neſs of my heart, that hath not opened | 
the door, when the King of Glory hath |: 
vouchſafed to knock ; and for the dead | 
ſleep of fin which I have long been in, | 
without anſwering the calls of thy bleſ. | 
ſed Spirit, and the divine motions of thy | 


Grace, 
VE 


I beg Mercy for my negligent and y 
unprofitable uſe of thy bleſſed and holy | 
Ordinances, of thy Word preached, and | 


receiving of thy holy Sacrament 3 and 
for not keeping. the Sabbath as thou:haft 
commanded, 

VIt. 


I beg Mercy for the pride: of my : 
heart, and the vain exalting my ſelf ; 


for not giving honour nor Chriftian be- 
haviour towards all perſons; for the 
envy, hatred, malice and uncharitable- 
neſs, and injury done unto my neigh- 
bours: For the filthineſs and unclean- 
neſs of my life, in. thoughts, words, 
geſtures and aQions. 
VU, 

I beg Mercy for the injuftice and op» 
preſſion I have uſed, for murmuring 
againſt that condition of life wherein 
thou haft placed me 5 for my lying 

Ne- 
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Part 1. Petitions for Graces 41 


ſlandering and evil-ſpeaking ;. for every 
idle word, the finful thoughts of my 
Heart, the whole body of ſin, and the 
dominion it hath over me, 

IX, 

I beg Mercy for the fins 1 havedrawn 
others into, and the conſent I have gi- 
ven to others, the ſcandal I have given 
thy Goſpel by my ſinful life and conver- 
ation for all my fins, of what nature, 
kind or degree ſoever they are : I beg it 
in the blood of my Redeemer, and in the 
merits of his Croſs. And as I beg Mer- 
cy for my Sins, fo I beg the grace of thy 
boly Spirit to eftabliſh me in thy Sal- 
vation. 


Petitions for Graces, 


I. 

Peg truth and ſincerity in that inward 

and ſpiritual Worſhip which is due 
unto thee, and for more knowledg of 
thee and thy blefſed will; for ſaving 
Faith to as great a degree as Nortality 
is capable of ; for ſanQified affe&ions, 
ſach as may be lifted up on things above, 
and a Will conformable to thy bleſſed 
Will in all things. 


It. | 
l beg the Love of thee with my 
whole 
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42 Petitions for Graces. Part 1, | 


whole heart, that Fear of thee which is | 
the beginning of Wiſdom, a godly Ser. | 
row that works RKepentance unto Salva- | 


tion, and thoſe Comforts that flow from 


the bleffed Spirit in the premiſes of | 


Mercy, through Chriſt Jeſus ; for a holy 
Zeal to thy Law, and an Indignation 
againft all fins, 

Ill, 

Ibeg a Heart of fleſh that may be 
ſenſible of thy Judgments againft Sin- 
ners, and of thy Mercies in Chrift Je- 
ſus; and awakening out of the dead 
ſep of fin, that I may anfiver every 
Call of thy bleffed Spirit , and every 
divine motion of Grace; for a ſan&ified 
uſe of thy blefſed and holy Ordinances, 
and a Sanity in all the ations of my 
life. 

I 


V. 
I beg a ſanAified uſe of thy great and: 


glorious Name, never to ſwear by it; 
but when it's a mark of divine Worſhip; 
and then to doit in Judgment, Righte- 
ouſneſs and Truth; and to endue me 
with Humility, Self-denial, Sobriety, 
Charity, Juftice, a Faith and a lively 
Hope grounded in thee. 


| V. 
I beg the Grace to do thy Will as it is 
done by thy Saints and Angels in Hea- 
ven, 
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ren, with alacrity and conftancy. 1 beg 
all the Graces of thy holy Spirit, which 
thou in thy divine Wiſdom knoweft in 
the ſalvation of my Soul ; and I beg 
them in the blood of my Redeemer, 
and merits of his Croſs, 

Merciful Father, I beſeech thee, that 
theſe ſins (which I have with great 
weakneſs confeſled and repented of, ) 
may not riſe up in Judgment againſt me, 
nor ſtand as a bar betwixt me and thy 
Mercies, in the comfo:table receiving 
of, thy precious Body and Blood but 
mercifully grant, that with the holy ſigns 
thereof, I may receive the pardon of 
my fins, and the graces of thy holy $pi- 
rit to do thy will hereafter. 4men. 


Meditations on the Eloly Sacrament. 


l. 

Ome unto me, all ye that are wea- 

ry and heavy laden, and I will 

give you reft ; Take my yoke upon 

you, and learn of me, for I am meek 

and lowly in heart, and ye ſhall find reft 

unto your Souls : For my yoke is cafe, 
and my burthen is light. 

It. 

Does my Saviour invite me, and 

fhall I go ? Shall a finner dire to fit 

dawn 


Party, 
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down at his Table? Does he invite, 
and ſhall I not go? Shall a wretch 
preſume to refuſe his Ca!l ? Riſe then, 
my Soul, and take thy ſwifceft wings, 
and flie to the preſence of this great 
Myſtery. 


I'LL 

A Feaft of holy Bread and holy Wine; 
in repreſentation of thy moft Sacred 
Body and Blood, where thy All-glori- 
ous Self is freely given to the meaneſt 
Gueft; a Feaft of Peace and Love, 
and incomparable Sweetneſs, to which 
thine own bleft Mouth thus kindly calls 
us: 

IV. 

Come to me, ye that labour for hol- 
neſs, and are oppreſs'd under the weight 
of your fins; ye that hunger after Hea- 
ven, and thirſt to drink of the Fountain 
of Bliſs, come to me, and I will refreſh 
you with the Wine of Gladneſs and the 
Bread of Life. 


V. 

Came, ye that are weak, that ye 
may be ſtrong ; and ye that are ſtrong, 
left ye become weak : come, ye that 
have leiſure, and here entertain your 
time ; come ye that are buſie, and here 
learn to ſandifie your Imployment 3 
come all, and gather freely of —_ 
eftia 
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leftial Manna, and fill your fouls with 
the food of Angels. 
VI. 

But ftay, am I dreft like a friend of 
the Bridegroom's , that I ſafely may 
come to this wager 25s." ? havel 
confidered how chaft theſe eyes ſhould 
be, which go to behold the God of pu- 
rity? have [| conſidered how clean that 
mouth ſhould be, which preſumes to eat 
the bread of Heaven? but moſt, how 
All-celeftial that Soul fhould be, which 
aſpires to an union with the Body of 
Chriſt ? 

VI. 

Look, my Heart, look well into thy 
ſelf, and ftricth ſearch every corner of 
thy breaft; Alas, how poor, and dull, 
and empty are we; how infinitely un- 
worthy ſo divine a Sacrament ! yet are 
we called by him that can command, by 
him that ſees and pities our miſeries ; 
he bids us come, he ſurely will receive 
us, and with his bounteous fulneſs ſup- 
ply our defects, 

VII. 

Go then, my ſoul, to that ſacred 
Table, and take thy part of that delici- 
ous Banquet; go all inflam'd with love 
and joy, and hope, and quench thy ho- 
ly thirft with that Spring of Bliſs, vu 
thou 
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thou haft taſted his everlaſting ſweet: 
nefs, and feeleft his heavenly Streams 
flow gently on thee, open thy happy 
breaſt, and fuck thoſe Waters in, and 
let them freely run over all thy 
Powers. 

IX. 


Let them ſoak deep to the root of thy 
heart, and turn thy barren heath intoa 
fruitful land, fruitful in holy thoughts Þ 
and pious words, fruitful in good, and 
juft, and charitable deeds ; fruitful to 
thy ſelf, in thine own improvement, 
fruitful to others in thy good examples, 
Praiſe the Lord, O my Soul, andall that 
is within me praiſe his holy Name, who 
faveth thy life from deftrution, and 
teedeth thee with the bread of Heaven. 


Ejacnlations at the Lord*s Table, 


I. ] Will praiſe thee, O God, with my 
whole heart, and worſhip towards 

thy holy Temple. 

2. I have waited leng to ſeek the Lord: 
my Soul doth wait, for in his Word do 
I truft, 

3. With the Lord there is Mercy, and 
plenteous Redemption, and he_ will 
redeem me from all iniquities. 


4+ God 
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4, God is gentle, juft and merciful , 
and will incline his ear, when I call 
upon him. | 

5, I will now pay my vows unto the 
Lord, even in the preſence of all his 
People. 

6, I will gounto the Altar of my God, 

and offer up to him the ſacrifice of an 

humble heart. 

T 7. So ſhall I be fatisfied with the loving 

kindnefs of the Lord, and his praiſe 

ſhall be ever inmy mouth, 


Prayers before receiving the holy 
Sacrament. 


-- 1. | 
Almighty God, who art infinite in 
Mevcy, and art able-t0 pardon more 
ins than I can commit ; the ſtretcht-out 
arms of my dear Saviour on the Croſs, can 
ercompaſs the largeRt extenſion of my finv,and 
bis Paſſion affords an over flowing Red-ſea to © 
cover them, that they may not become my con- 
uſion, 
- If, 
Springs of Merey flowed from bis Sacred 
Head, when be was crown'd with Thorns : 
ecauſe 1 advanc'd my bead, and ( with 4 
iff neck) oppos'd thy will, be bowed bis 
mecding bead on the Croſs: Rivers of Mercy 
We 
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fon from bis bands, to cleanſe the oppreſ- 
on of mine. 


IIL. 

From his feet faſtned and unmoved, iſues 
& current of blood, becauſe mine bave been 
ſo ſwift vo ſhed\it, and left I ſhould wan 
«bundant ſupplies of Mercy, the Flood-gate: it 1 
ſtand open at bis fide, that ſo whilſt Mer i 1 
and Myſtery, Sacrament and Soul-ſatisfa. i 7 
fion flow ent all together, my leproſy my I 7 
want n0 purgation, nor 1 in my languiſhins | 7 
want ſupport. 7 
IV. a 
O then let bis blood be my bath; pug: ll" 
mz with Hyſop, and I ſhall bz clean, wall i ©- 
me, and I ſhall be whiter than ſnow: ail / 
g2 64pacitate me for theſe Mercies, let deez- Wl 5? 

eft ſorrow wound my Soul. O lt grieu 

my ſpirit that 1 have Jived ſo long to ih 
ps | of thine ! and let me grieve ſo tory; 
tha: I can grieve no more, an 


V. 

Make my Soul t0 aſcend in an bunt 
ſupplication, and let my Saviour's interceſſion 
procure thy acceptation of is, and gioe 
ſuch a Faith as may rake poſſeſſion of all| 
pray for ; andleſt my own truſt ſhould & 
cefve me, when 1 have ſaid Amen tom 
Prayers, do thou ſay Amen to my Amei; 
that ſo an eſtabliſhment of bleſſings may # 
the Crown of my Soul; Thich I beg throw 
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the merits and mediation of Feſus Chriſt, thy 
only Son and my Saviour and Redeemer, 


Amen. 


I. 

0 eternal God, thou baft promiſed that ar 
what time ſoever a ſinner doth repens bim of 
bis fins from the bottom of his beart, tho 
wilt put away all bis iniquities out of thy 
remembrance ; beſprinkle my polluted but 
penitent ſoul, in the blood of thy dear Son 
Jeſus Chriſt : O let the blood of bis wounds 
and the water of kis fide waſh me clean, 
that I may with a pure clean ſoul come to 
eat and feaſt on the heavenly Banquet, the 
ſpotleſs Lamb which was ſlain from the be- 
ginning of the World. 

II. 

Ertinguiſh, O Lord, all the fires of 
Hell, my Luſt, Pride, Envy, Malice 
and all uncharitableneſs: Create in me, 
O God, a great longing after the Bread 
of Heaven, and 4 1 rf after the Foun- 
tain of Sabvation, that as the Hart pant- 
'eth after the water:brooks, ſo let my Soul 
long now after thee, my Saviour and Re- 
deemer, Amen. 


D Me- 
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Meditations at the Lords Table, 
ſeeing the Table ſpread, and the 
Elements ſet thereon. 


Hou, O my God, haft prepared a 
K Table for me; whoſoever eateth 


thereof, ſhall never hunger, er drink- 
th, ſhall never thirft. 


Lord, grant that 1 may fo eat the 


fleſh of thy dear Son Jeſus Chrift, and 


drink his Blood, that my finful Body 


-may be made clean by his Body, and my 


ſoul waſhed throngh his moſt precious 
Blood 3; and that I may evermore dwell 
in him, and hein me. | 


When thou beareſt the Minifter ſay, Dram 
near with Faith, and take this boly Sa- 
crament, then lift up thy beart 10 God, 
and ſay. 


O Lord, Iam not worthy, by reaſon 
of my manifold fins, to approach be- 
fore thee 3 but ſeeing it hath pleaſ- 
ed thee in mercy tocal] me, behold, in 
humility and obedience I come, 


When 


Part 1- Lord's Table. Fr 


when we hear the Miniſter read the Words 
of Chriſt's Inſtitution ', and ſee bim' 
order the Bread and the Wine, 
ſay, 


O Almighty God, who out of thy 
great love to us, didft ſend thine only 
begotten Son into the World to re- 
deem finners, of whom I am chief, grant 


fn that I may receive him with a thankful 
id and ſincere heart, 
: When we ſee the Bread broken, and the 


[Vine poured out. 


1, I believe; Lord, help my unhelief. 

2, My Saviour was broken for my fins 
upon the Croſs, and ſuffered an ae 
curſed Death. 

3. By his Merits I wholly truft I ſhall 
eſcape the curſe of that death which 
is due for my fins. | 

4. O wretched creature that I am, that 


” I by my fins ſhould thus wound the 
” World's Redeemer ! 
n 


When the Miniſter is receiving in both 
kinds bimſelf. 


hen O Lord, Iam not worthy that thou 
ſhouldeft come under my roof';- but 
D 2 ſeeing 


which was given for me, proterne 


52 Ejaculations before Part 1. 


ſeeing it is thy good pleaſure to vouch- 
ſafe .me this favour, cleanſe me, I be- 
ſeech thee, from all my fins, that I may 
entertain thee in a pure and ſanQified 
beart unto my life's end, 


. Ejaculations before the Bread. 


L.: Ake haſte, O my Soul ! Be- 
; hold , thy gracious Maſter 
is. dealing his Bread to thofe that 
kunger after Righteouſmeſsz and if 
thy defires be as great as thy neceſ- 
fities, they will make thee flee to par. 
take of his Bounty ; be not diſcouraged 
with thy unworthineſs, for he gives to 
all men liberally, and upbraids no man, 
Lord give me evermore of that bread, 
that my Soul may be nouriſhed to eter- 
nal life, | 

2. MySaviour with all the benefits of 
his bitter Death and Paſhon, doth now 
come to ſanfifie and comfort my finful 
Soul ; in full affurance whereof; 1 am 
to receive theſe Signs and Seals at the 
hand of his Minifter. 

At the receiving the Bread, ſay after the 

Miniſier« 
The Body of our Lord Jeſus Chrift 
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Þody and ſoul unto everlafting life. 1 
take and eat this in remembrance that 
Chrift died for me, and will feed on 
him in my heart” by- Faith an] Thank(- 
L'VINSe 

Let thy crucified body deliver me 
from this body of fin an:4death. 


After the Bread. 


O blefſ=zd Jeſus, I do heartily believe 
that thon waft crucified upon tne 
Croſs, and that for me, as well as 
forany other: And as I now have re- 
ceived this Bread broken, whereby my 
body ſhall be nouriſhed ; fo 1 believe 
that I alfo have received ina ſpiritual 
manner thy body crucified , with afl 
the benefits thereof, the full pardon of 
all my fins and tranſgreſfons, and the 
ſtrengthning and refreſhing of my finful 
Soul. Amen, 


Ejaculations before the C np. 


I, () What Preparation doth my 
gracious Maſter make for me, 

who thinks it not enongh to give me his 
bleſſed Body, but is pleaſed alſo to pour 
out his moſt precious Blood, _ that 
I may drink thereof! Behold Lord, .1 
thirſt, and-this Wine of joy makes me 
D 3 more 
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more 1mpatient to tafte of this Cup 
of Salvation and Thankſgiving. 'Thou 
that haft prepared it for me , make 
it thy holy Blood, and then it ſhal] 
cleanite my Soul, and make me thine 
for ever. 

2, O Lord, thou tookeſt in thy 
hand the cup of trembling, thou drank- 
eft out the very dregs thereof, and thy 
precious Blood was poured out like wa- 
ter for my ſake. 

3. Sweet Jeſus, ſuſtain me by this 
Bread, refreih me with this Wine, reco- 
ver me with this Potion, cleanſe me by 
this Effuſion, that I may now at this 
preſent receive joyfully,return thankful- 
ly, live righteouſly and die happily. 

4. And Lordgrant that Il may receive 


at this thy holy Table with that -reve- 
rence here, that I may be a partaker of 


thy RKeavealy Table hereafter. 


At the receiving of the Cup, ſay after the 
Minijler, 
The Blood of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 


which was ſhed for me, preſerve my 
Body and Soul unto everlaſting life : 1 


drink this in remembrance: that. Chriſt's 
blood was ſhed for me, andam thankful. 
Olet it purge my conſcience from dead 


erve the Living God. 
Ej4- 


Works, to 


TY Oo  wF ow 


Part 1. and after the Cup. 55 


Ejaculations after the Cup. 


1, } Have ſworn, and am ftedfaftly 
purpoſed to keep thy righteous 
Judgments. 

2. To thee therefore, O thou bleſs'd 
Fountain of eternal ſweetneſs, do 1- ad- 
dreſs my joyful Soul, to love and honour 
thee to my life's end. 

3. Lord Jeſus accept of me, and ſo- 
powerfully and graciouſly aſſiſt me, that 
1 may ſavingly behold thee in thy holy 
Ordinances. 

4+ That I may clearly ſee, and joy- 
fully confeſs what great things thou haft- 
done for my poor Soul, 

5. Olet this my humiliation before 
thee, be a pleaſing ſacrifice unto thee 
for his alone ſake, whoſe precious life 
thy rich mercy hath ſacrificed to thy 
juſtice for me. 

6. Lord hear me, and have mercy, 
on me, for his alone ſake whom thou 
haſt freely given unto me ; that I may 
truly and faithfully love thee, devoutly 


ſerve thee, earneſtly embrace thee , 


and eternally enjoy thee. 


D 4- A: 
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more impatient to tafte of this Cup 
of Salvation and Thankſgiving. 'Thou 
that haft prepared it for me , make 
it thy holy Blood, and then it ſhal] 
cleanie my Soul, and make me thine 
for ever. 

2. O Lord, thou tookeſt in thy 
hand the cup of trembling, thou drank- 
eſt out the very dregs thereof, and thy 
precious Blood was poured out like wa- 
ter for my ſake. 

3. Sweet Jeſus, ſuſtain me by this 
Pread, refreih me with this Wine, reco- 
ver me with this Potion, cleanſe me by 
this Effuſionz that I may now at this 
preſent receive joyfully,return thankful- 
1y, live righteouſly and die happily. 

4. And Lordgrant that I may receive 
at this thy holy Table with that -reve- 
rence here, that I may be a partaker of 
thy Reavealy Table hereafter. 


At the receiving of the Cup, ſay. after the 
Miniſter, 


The Blood of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 
which was ſhed for me, preſerve my 
Body and Soul unto everlaſting life : | 
drink this in remembrance that. Chriſt's 
blood was ſhed for me, and am thankful. 
.Olet it purge my conſcience from dead 
Works, to lerve the Living God. 
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Ejaculations after the Cup. 


1, | Have ſworn, and am ftedfaftly 
purpoſed to keep thy righteous 
Judgments. 

2, To thee therefore, O thou bleſs'd 
Fountain of eternal ſweetneſs, do 1- ad- 
dreſs my joyful Soul, to love and honour 
thee to my life's end. 

3. Lord Jeſus accept of me, and fv- 
powerfully and graciouſly afſift me, that 
1 may ſavingly behold thee in thy holy 
Ordinances, 

4+ That I may clearly ſee, and joy- 
fully confeſs what great things thou haft- 
done for my poor Soul, 

5, Olet this my humiliation before 
thee, be a pleaſing ſacrifice unto thee 
for his alone ſake, whoſe precious life 
thy rich mercy hath ſacrificed to thy 
juſtice for me. 

6, Lord hear me, and have mercy, 
on me, for his alone ſake whom thou 
haft freely given unto me ; that I may 
truly and faithfully love thee, devoutly 
ſerve thee, earneſtly embrace thee , 
and eternally enjoy thee, 
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A T baukſgiving after the receiving Þ 


of the Sacrament, 


[. % 

Thou fountain of Goodneſs, Þ 

| | do truly believe, that thy blood 

was ſhed out of thy Body, as verily as 

I have received the Wine apart from 

the Bread; and that for the remiſſion 
of my Sins, as well as any others. 


IT. % 
And I do alſo believe, that with this 
Bread and Wine, I have received thy 
precious Body and Blood, whereby my 
Soul is purified, and my Sins fully 
waſhed away, and that according to 
thy promiſe, I ſhall never hunger nor 
thirſt any more, becauſe with this Bread 
an Wine 1 have received thy Fleſh, 
Which is Meat indeed, and thy Blood, 
which is Drink indeed > with which I 
humbly pray thee to cheriſh and nou: 
riſh my poor Soul, and to increaſe in 
me a hearty love and aft. &ion to theſe 
my fellow-members, who have at thi? 
time participated with me. 


IE. 
And O thou who art Alpha and Ome- 
g1, in whom there is no ſhadow of 


change 3 work 1A us all, 1 beſeech thee, 
ſuch 
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ſuch a ſtability of mind, that we may 
no more ſtart aſide like broken bows, 
but that having our hearts whole-with 
thee, we may continue ftedfaft'in thy 
covenant to our lives end, and that 
nothing may be able to ſeparate us from 
thy love; which I humbly beſeech thee 
to grant, for thy Mercies ſake. Amen.- 
LV. 

bleſs and Praiſe thy holy Name, 0 
Lord, for that thon in mercy vouths 
ſafeſt to accept me at this thy Table, 
among the reft of thy ele& and choſen 
people, and that thou haft ſo graciouſly 
fed my / languiſhing Soul + with the 
moſt precious Body and- Blood. of 
Chrift, | | 


V. 31 2- 

I confeſs, O Lord, I am not wor- - 
thy of the leaft of all thy Favours ; 
but ſeeing it is thy will and good plea- 
ſure to have mercy upon me, give me 
grace, I moſt humbly beſeech thee, .. to 
walk worthy of this thy Mercy in holi- 
neſs and newneſs of life: to the Glory 
of thy holy Name, and the ſalvation of 


my poor finful Soul. 


VI. 

And, O Lord, I beſeech thee; hotd 
the ſame temper over me, that ſo living 
here a while in thy- fear, aad departing 
D 5 hgnce 


3 Sentences, &, Part 1, 
hence in thy faith, I may be received 
into thy favour; and that, Lord, for 
thy -Name fake, for thy Glories ſake, 
and for thy Mercy ſake, in Chriſt 
Jeſus, my only Mediator and Advo- 
cate, who died upon the Croſs for my 
fins, and roſe again for my Juftificati- 
ON, Amen, 


Fhben jozn- with the Congregation in Pray- 
er end Thankſgiving, praiſing God for 
ps gender]: 5 and ſo depart lovingly 10 
Leaber with chearful hearts, concluding 
with this bleging , ſaying it after- the 
Hliniſter, 

The peace of God which pafleth 
all underftanding, keep our Hearts 
and Minds in .the knowledg and 
love of Ged , and of his Sor Jeſus 
Chrift our Lord ; and the blefling of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, be amongft us and 
remain with usalways. Amen. 


Going Home : 
As thou an going Home, and ſeeft any 
obje# of Charity, then call tro mind ſome 
of theſe Sentences. 


; © Q do good, and to diftribute, 


forget not: For with ſych ſacri- 
fices 


Ce eo nant a oh ln BE 
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fices God is well pleaſed, MHeb. 13, 16. 

Wholſo hath this» worlds good, and- 
ſeeth his brother have need, and ſhut- 
eth up his compaſſion from him , 
how dwelleth the Love-'of God in him ?' 
Fobn 3.17. 

Give Alms of thy Goods, and 
never turn thy face from any poor 
man, and" then the face of the Lord 
fhall not be turned away from thee , 


4 To 
apt” is the man that provideth for 
the ſick and needy, the Lord ſhall 
deliver him in the time: of Trouble ,- 
Pſal. 41. 1. 

He that hath pity upon the Poor, 
lendeth unto the Lord; and that which - 
he hath given, will he pay him again,. 
Prov, 25. 19. 


Meditations 10 be uſed at any time. 


| 
How ſecure- and ſweetly do 
they fleep, who go to bed with 
a quier conſcience,- who after a day of* 
faithful induftry, in a courſe of juft: 
and pious living, 


Lay down their 'wearied heads in 
peace, and ſafely reft in the — of 
ro- 
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Providence! if they awake, their con- 

ſcience comforts them in the dark and 

bids them not fear the ſhadow of death, 
II. 

No, nor even death itſelf > but confi. 
dently look up and long for the dawn of 
that eternal day. This to our Souls 
ſhould be our care, to note, cenfure and 
corre& our ſelves: 

| IV. 

To ftrive for maſtery over the paſ- 
ſions that moleſt us, and diſmiſs from 
our Thoughts what no way concerns us. 


Are not our own occaſions buſineſs 
enough to fill as much time as this: life 
deſerves? Does-not the other at leaft 
deſerve every minute of leiſure we can 
ipare from this ? 

VI. : 

Let then the worldly purſue their 
wicked liberties, and ſay and do as 
they think fit; what's that to thee, 
my ſoul, who ſhalt not anſwer for 
others, unleſs thou ſome way make 
their faults they own? 

vIl. 

Thy pity may grieve, and: thy ch& 
rity endeavour *: but if they will not hear, 
foflow thou thy God, follow the way that 
teads totruth; follow the truth that leads 
to life. VLIL 


ſuffered. 
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VIIL. 

Follow the fteps of thy beloved Jeſus, 
who alone is the way, the truth, and 
the Life : Follow his Holineſs in what 
he did > follow his Patience in what he 


IR, 

Follow him that calls thee with a 
thouſand promiſes; follow him that 
crowns thee with infinſte rewards ; fol- 
low thy faithful Lord, O my ſoul, to 
theend, and thou'rt ſure in the end to 
poſſeſs him for ever. 


Meditations upon DE AT Hl. 


E 
Hall we be murmuring ftill * Our 
life is but a ſpan, and that expoſed 
to innumerable ſorrows. Does not the 
very ſhortneſs abate its miſeries? Do not 
OY miſeries commend its: ſhort- 
neſs ? 


IT. 

Should not we rather rejoyce at 
the ſight of death, that whene'er it 
comes, ftill hrings us advantage? if 
in our age, *tis a Haven of Repoſe, 
and ought to be welcome after ſo long 
a Voyage. 


HE 


62 Meditations Part r. 


[II. 

If in our youth it prevents a thou- 
ſand Calamities, a thouſand dangers of 
ruining our Souls; if by an ordinary 
Sickneſs, *is the courſe of Nature 5 if 
by an outward Violence, *tis always the 
will of Heaven. 

IV. 


What need we fear how many deaths 
there are? we are lure there can be but 
one for us : Dying is an a&@ to be done 
but once ; and once well done, we are 
happy fot ever. 

V. 

Lord, we confeſs thy decrees are juft, 
and our ſelves the cauſe of all our 
miſeries ; we facrifice our youth to 
ſport and folly, and our manly years to 
laſt and pride. 

VI]. 

We ſpend our old age in Craft and 
avarice, and begin not to live till we 
are ready to die> then we bewail the 
ſortneſs of our time, when our ſelves 
have prodigally thrown it all away. 

vIl 


We lead a looſe and neg'igent life, 
and then complain death takes us im- 
awares. Our days are perhaps too few 
to grow rich, or ſatisfy the ambition of 
a haughty Spirit, 


VII. 
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VIII. 
* But to be taught the love of God, 
Z the meek and humble life of Jeſus, re- 
& quires not ſo much the number of 
2 years, as the faithful endeavours of a 
# pious mind, 


Could we beftow, on the improve- 


hs © ment of our Suuls, the time we ſo vain- 
it © ly trifle away, our day would be ſhort 
ec enough not to ſeem tedious, and long 


| enough to finiſh our appointed task. 
| X 


' And what, O Lord, is our buſineſs 
{ here, but to trim our Lamps, and wait 
thy coming ? but to ſow the immortal 
: ſeed of hope, and expet hereafter to 
! reap the increaſe G 
: 


| No matter how late the fruit be ga- 
| thered, if till it go on in growing better; 
: no matter how ſoon it fall from the tree, 
! if not blown down before it be ripe. 
XII. 
| O thou moſt juſt, but ſecret provi 
dence, who governeft all things by the 
, counſel of thy will, whoſe powerful hand 
k can wound and heal, lead down to the 
/ grave, and bring back again, 
f XIII. 
Strike as thon pleaſeft, our health , 
. Our 


a (> tf 
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our lives, we cannot be ſafer than at thy 

diſpoſal ; only theſe few requeſts we 

humbly make, which, O may thy cle- 

mency vouchſafe to hear. E 
XIV. 

Cut us not off in the midft of our fol- 
ly, nor ſuffer us to expire with our fins 
unpardoned, but make us, Lord, firft 
ready for thy ſelf, then take' us to thy 
ſelf, in thine own fit time. | 


A Prayer at the hour of Deatii. 


T N the midſt of life, we are in Death; 

of whom may we ſeckh for Succour, 
but of thze, O Lord, who foy our Sins art 
juſtly diſpleaſed ? yet, O lord moſt boly, 0 
God moſt mighty, O boly and merciful Savi- 
Or, remember the work of thy hands, and 
the purchaſe of thy Blood ; give not up this 
thy departing Creature unto the bitter 
pains of Eternal Death; Lord , ve- 
member now thy great Mercy, and thy bloody 
ſufferings, death and paffon ; let thy bowels 
melt in tender Compaſfon towards this per- 
fon in this great Extremity : Shut up Hel 
and open Heaven, that he may behold thoſe 
things which b:long unto his Peace, 0 Lord, 
deſtroy not 5 O Lord, forſake not O Lord 
moſt holy, O 'God myſt mighty, O boly 
and merciful Saviour, thou moſt} worthy 


eh 
ig 
* 
* 
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Tulge Eternal , ſuffer not this Perſon, at 
bis laſt bour for any pains of death to fall 


from thee, But we beſeech thee, condutt 


him through the Valley of the [Padow of 
Death, unto the Land of Everlaſting Life, 


through Feſus Chrift our Lord. 
Our Father, ©. 


A HY M N. 


Ll, 


Ra 8 I $ not for us and our proud hearty, 


O mighty Lord, 10 chuſe our parts, 
But a well what thou givſt ; 


| 'Ti not in our weak pow'r to make 


One ſtep oth? way we undertake, 
Unleſs thou us reliev'ſt. 


II. 


mhai thou baſt given, thou canſt take, 
And, when thon wilt, new gifts canſt 
( make 


All flows from thee alone : 


Fher 
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When thou didfi give it, it ws thine; 
When thou retook'ſt it, "twas not mine 
Thy will in all be done. 


Il. 


Je might perhaps too pleaſant prove, 
Too much attrative of my love ; 
So make me leſs love thee, 
Some things there are, thy Scriptures ſay, 
And Reaſon proves, that Heaven and they 
Do ſeldom well agree, 


IV. 


Tord, let me then fit calmly down, 
And reſt contemed with my own ; 
That #, what thou allow'ſt. 
eep thou my mind ſerene and "-"% 
Often 10 think on Heav'n and thee, 
And what thou there beftow'f. 


V. "s.. 


There let me have my portion, Lat 

There et my loſſes be reſtor'd, 

' No matter what falls bere, 

Is*t not enough that we ſhall fing, 

And love for ever our bleſt King, 
Whoſe goodneſs brought Sv wa 
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hs 
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VI. 


Great God, as thou art one, may we 
ith one anothey all agree, 

= And in thy praiſe conſpire : 
May Men and Angels joyn and ſing 
Eternal Hymns 10 thee thetr Xing, 

* Ard make up all one Quire, 


| A Hymn. 
EF. 


Y God, tothee our ſelves we owe, 
| Andgo thy bounty all we have ; 
Behold, to 18 our praiſes bow, 
And bumbly thy acceptance crave. 


Il. 


If we are happy in a Friend, | 

| That very Friend "tis thou beſtow'}t:3 

His power, bis will 10 belp our end, SE 2 

Is juſt ſo much as thou allow'ſt. hes 


Ul. 


If we enjoy a free Eftate, 
Our only Title is from thee > 


68 A Hymn. Part 1, 


Thou midſt our Lot 10 bear that yare, 
which elſe an empty blank would be. 


IV. 


If we have bealth, that wel'-tun'd ground, 
Which giv-s ihe maſick to the rejt, 
It i5 by thee our Air is ſound, 
Our Fogd ſecur'd, our Phyfick 6leſt, 

® 

T. 

If we have bope one day 10 view 
The glories of tby bliſsful face, 
Each arop of that refreſhing Dew 
Muſt fall from Heav'n and tby free Grace, 


VI. 


Thus then to thee ourgfr aiſes bow, 
And humbly thy —_— crave, 
Since *tis to thee our- ſeFves we owe, 
And to thy bounty all we bave. 


VII. 


Gloryto thee, great God, 4lone, 


Tbree Perſons in one Deity ; \ 


As it bath been in ages gone, 
May now, and ſtill for ever be. 


Fry 


Li 
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Part 2, 


A 


New-Year's-Gift, 


FARSI 


MEDITATION [. 


Of Repentance and Amendment 


of Life. ; 


Lam, 3, 40. Let us ſearch and try our ways, 
and turn again unto the Lord, 


T. 
E are now ſo much nearer: our 
Grave; and all the-World is grawn 
older- by a year 3 the Portion of the. 


J 


= = #4 * P 
Þg 
_ wag > 
Og... <> A oor care I Io. —— ——_ RY 
" 


— 
—” 


70 Of Amendment of Life. Part 2. 


Wicked is ſo much leſs ; and the time of 
puniſhment ſo much approach'd. The 
{ufferings of the patient are ſo much di- 
miniſh'd, and their hopes of delivery ſo 
much increaft. : 
IL 
They who have ſpent this day inſin 
and folly, ſee all their thoughts now va- 
niſh like a dream. They ſee all's paſt 
but a fear of revenge, and the beft that 
can follow it is a bitter Repentance; 
but tuch as have wiſely beſtowed their 
time, and made another new ſtep to 
wards Heaven, they ſee their Joys come 
to meet them in the way, and ftill grow 
bigger as they come, till by a holy death 
they joyn in one, and dwell together for 
eternal Ages, 


II. 

O thou bleſled Author of all our Hopes, 
and perfe& Satisficr of all our Wiſhes! 
Do thou inftruct -us in this great wiſe 
truth, and Jet every evening renew it 
in our minds, that the things of this 
world are of little import, ſince its Joys 
and Griefs laft but for a time ; but the 
future Eftate moſt infinitely concerns us, 
where life and death endure for ever. 

IV. | 


_ We ate nearer” indege 'the'end of out 
life; -but what are we nearer the end for 


which 


Ry 
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which we live £ What have we done, my - 
Soul, to day, that's truly advancive to 
our laſt great Home ? Have we encreaft 
| our efteem of Heaven, and ſetled its 
love more ſtrongly in our Hearts ? Have 
we avoided any known temptation, or 
faithfully refifted, when we could not a- 
void ? Have: we interrupted- our cufto- 
mary faults, and checkt the vices we are 
moft inclined to ? Or have we embraced 
the opportunities of good:, which the 
Mercy of Providence has offer'd to our 
hands ? Have we induftrioufly contrived 
occaſions, to improveas we are able,our 
ſelves and others ? 


V. 

Alas! dread Lord, what. do we ſee, 
when ſerioufly we-look into our guilty 
ſelves, when we refle& on our former 
Years, nay, even the Follics but of this 
one Day ? ſo many Hours miſpent in 
nothing,, ſo many abuſed in worſe 
than nothing ! 

VI. 

Pardon, O meek Redeemer, what our 
paſhons have done ; and favourably ſup- 
ply what our weakneſs has omitted 3 
make us hereafter more carefully wafth, 
that our time unprofitably ſlide not a- 
way ; make us {c1e& every day ſome 
It retreat, to ftudy the knowledge of 
our 
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our ſelves and thee; our ſelves, to cor- 
re@ our many Infirmities ; and thee, to 
adore thy infinite PerfeQions. 


The PRAYER. 


Gracious Lord, whoſe Laws are but ne& 

ceſſary Rules of Soul-ſaving Love, 
and whoſe Commands are but efficacious Ad- 
vices of what our Nature requires to grom 
bappy ; quicken, we beſeech thee, the Nlackneſs 
4 our Obedience 10 them, by often refleting 
on this thy generous Goodneſs ; and grant, that 


the ready obſervance paid by all other Crea- 


tures, to thy leaſt will in ſerving us, may /0 
reproach our perverſe reſiſting the guidance of 
thy ſweet Spirit, towards our own only good, 
which thou kindly caBeft thy ſervice, that we 
may feel our ſelves confounded with ſhame at 
our notorious Follies, and be henceforth apter 
ro learn by all the World about us, our Duy 
ro thee, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy 
Son and our Saviour, Amen. 


MEDI 


Part 2. 


& 
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MEDiTtATion [IL 


Of the Glories of Heaven. 


_ 
I Pal. 19. 1. The Heavens declare the Glory 

i. © of God: and the Firmament ſheweth his 

w Handy-wgrk, 

p 

; l. | 

it Et them, O Lord, ſeek other De- | 

FI lights, who expe@ no Felicity F | 


6 W from thee: Let them fill up their Time 
of WM with other Employments, who think 
i, I thy Rewards not worth their Labour 3 - 
vw 8 2s for thy Servants, our chief content 
4: & ſhall be, to meditate the Glories prepa- 
- @ red for us above, all the few Years we 
ty 8 live ſhall ſpend themſelves to purchaſe 
by I that one Eternal a 
That Day whoſe brightneſs knows no 
Night, nor ever fears the leaft eclipſe, 

- © vicie chearful Brow no Cloud o're-cafts, 
nor Storm molefts the paſſage of its 
Rays, but ftill ſhines on ſerene and clear x 

7. © 2nd fills with ſplendour that ſpacious Pa- 
ace; it needs not the fading luftre of _ 

EZ our 


Ill. 


1V. 
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our Sun, nor the borrowed filver of 
the Moon: the Sun that riſes there, is 
the Lamb; and the Light that ſhines, 
the Glory of God, 


O how beauteous Truths are ſung of 
thee, thou City of the King of Heaven! 
thy Walls are raiſed of precious Stones, 
and every Gate is of one rich Pearl: 
thy Manſions are built of choiceft Jey. 
els, and the Pavement of thy Streets are 
tranſparent Gold ; down in the midf 
runs a cryſtal River, perpetually flowing 
from the Throne of God; there all along 
thoſe pleaſant Banks, deliciouſly grows 
the Tree of Life, healing all Wounds 
with its balmy Leaves, and making im- 
;mortal all that but taſt its Fruits. 


Thus is the Holy City built; thus is 
'the new Feruſalem adorn'd. O fortunate 
and glorious City! how free and hap- 
.py are thy glad Inhabitants : Every 
Head wears a Royal-Crown, and every 
Hand a Palm of Vidtory. Every Eye 
over-flows with Joy, and every Tongue 
with Pſalms of Praiſe, 
Soul, the Inheritance we ſeek ; and 
where can we find more Riches to invite 

* U$? Behold the Felicities to which weare 
called ; and where can we meet ſuch Plea; 
.ſures:to entertain us? 


Behold, O my 


V, 


ts 
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Away then all vain and worldly De- 
fires ; be baniſht. ever from molefting 
my Peace. Deſcend thou bleſſed Heaven 
into my Heart, or rather take up my 
Heart to thee, thy Joys are ſo great to 
enter into me: O make me fit to enter 
into them, make me ftill think on my 
Country above, and there eftabliſh my 
Eternal Home, where I ſhall dwell per- 
petually in the view of my God, and be 
filled for ever with the ſweetneſs of his 
Preſence. For if theſe Imperfe& Sha- 
dows ſo ſweetly pleaſe, how will the Real 
Subſtance tranſport our Hearts ? 


The PRAYER. 


God, who graciouſly woo'ſt us to our 

Eternal Inberitance, by deſcribing its 
Inexpre ſible Glories all manner of ways which 
are apt tro work upon our low conceits, that 
they may fitly inſinuate themſelves, and be- 
come by degrees abſolutely maſter of our hearts. 
Bring them, we beſeech thee, ſtill ſeaſonably 
into our memories, and ſo ftrongly ſettle them 
in our affetions, that our Souls being wholly 
reviſht with thoſe great bopes, all texprations 
and vanities of this World may fly unconcern- 
edly by us, and never be able to diſtra# our 
entire, and ſteady, and daily ſtrengthening 
deſires, of entring once for ever into poſſeſion 
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our Sun, nor the borrowed filver of 
the Moon: the Sun that riſes there, is 
the Lamb ; and the Light that ſhines, 
the Glory of God, 

III. 

O how beauteous Truths are ſung of 
thee, thou City of the King of Heaven! 
thy Walls are raiſed of precious Stones, 
and every Gate is of one rich Pearl: 
thy Manſions are built of choiceft Jew. 
els, and the Pavement of thy Streets are 
tranſparent Gold ; down in the midf 
runs a cryſtal River, perpetually flowing 
from the Throne of God ; there all along 
thoſe pleaſant Banks, deliciouſly grows 
the Tree of Life, healing all Wounds 
with its balmy Leaves, and making im- 


-mortal all that but taft its Fruits. 


1V. 
Thus is the Holy City built; thus is 


'the new Feruſalem adorn'd. O fortunate 


and glorious City! how free and hap- 
.py are thy glad Inhabitants : Every 
Head wears a Royal Crown, and every 
Hand a Palm of Vidory. Every Eye 


.over-flows with Joy, and every Tongue 


with Pſalms of Praiſe, Behold, O my 
Soul, the Inheritance we ſeek 3 and 
where can we find more Riches to invite 


' US$? Behold the Felicities to which weare 


called ; and where can we meet ſuch Plea; 


.ſures:to entertain us? V. 
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Part 2. Of the Glories of Heavensge 
Away then all vain and worldly De- 


| fires ; be baniſkt. ever from molefting 


my Peace. Deſcend thou bleſſed Heaven 
into my Heart, or rather take up my 
Heart to thee, thy Joys are ſo great to 
enter into me: O make me fit to enter 
into them, make me ftill think on my 
Country above, and there eftabliſh my 
Eternal Home, where I ſhall dwell per- 
petually in the view of my God, and be 
filled for ever with the ſweetneſs of his 
Preſence. For if theſe Imperfe& Sha- 
dows ſo ſweetly pleaſe, how will the Real 
Subſtance tranſport our Hearts ? 


The PRAYER. 


God, who graciouſly woo'ſt us to our 

Eternal Inheritance, by deſcribing its 
Inexpre ſible Glories all manner of ways which 
are apt to work upon our low conceits, that 
they may fitly infinuate themſeIves , and be- 
come by degrees abſolutely maſter of our hearts. 
Bring them, we beſeech thee, ſtill ſeaſonably 
into our memories, and ſo ſtrongly ſentle them 
in our affetions, that our Souls being wholly 
raviſht with thoſe great hopes, all remprations 
and vanities of this World may fly unconcern- 
edly by us, and never be able to diſtra# our 
entire, and ſteady, and daily ſtrengthening 
deſires, of entring once for ever into poſſeſſion 
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of thy Kingdom, through our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, our only Saviour and Redeemer, A. 


men, 


MEevDvirtartion [I.. 
Of God's Providence. 


3 Pet. 5.7. Caſt all your care upon God, 
for be careth fer you, 


[. 

M: God, in every thing I ſee thy 

Hand} in every paſſage thy gra- 
cious Providence, Thou wiſely govern- 
eft us in all our ways, and preyenteft 
with thy Mercies all our wants. Thou 
calleft us up in the early Morning, and 
giveſt us light by the beams of the Sun, 
to labour every one in their proper Em- 
ployment, and fill the little place ap- 
Pointed them in the World. 


Thou provideſt a reft for our weaty 
Evening, and favoureft our ſleep with a 
ſhady darkneſs, to refreſh our Bodies in 
the peace of Night, and ſave the waſte 


.of our decaying Spirits, Again, ma 


awak 
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21wakeft our drowfie Eyes, and bidſt us 
return to our daily task. Thus has thy 
Wiſdom mixt our Life, and beanteoutly 
interwoven it of Reſt and Work, whoſe 
mutual changes (weeten each other ; and 
both prepare us for our greateſt Duty 
of finiſhing here the Work cf our Salva- 
tion, to reſt hereafter in thy Holy 
Place. 
It. y 

Lord, how thy Bounty gives us: all 
things elſe, with a large and open Hand ! 
Our Fields at once are covered with 
Corn, and our Trees bow under the 
weight of their Fruit. At once thou hil- 
left our Magazins with plenty, and ſend- 
eft us whole ſhowers of other Bleitings: 
Only our time thou diftilleft by drops, 
and never giv'ſt us two moments at cnce, 
but takeft away one when thou Jlendeft 
another,. to teach us the price of ſo rich 
a Jewel. 

IV. 

That we may learn to value every 
hour , and not childiſhly ſpend them 
on empty trifles; much leſs maliciouſly 
murther whole days,in purſuing a courſe 


of fin and ſhame. Lord, as thou haſt thus 


taught our Ignorance, ſo. let thy Grace 
enable our Weakneſs, wiſely to manage 
the time thou giv'ſ us, and ſtill preſs on 

EK 2 to 
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to new degrees of Improvement 5 that 
with our few, but well-ſpent Years, we 
may purchaſe to our ſelves a bleſſed Eter- 
nity. 


V. 

O thou in whoſe indulgert Hands are 
both our Tirae and our Eternity ? whoſe 
Providence gives every Minute of our 
Life, and governs the fatal Period of 
our Death! O make us every Evening 
fill provide to paſs with comfort that 
important Hour: Make us ftill ba- 
tance our Accounts for Heaven, and 
firive to ercreaſe our Treaſures and Ho- 
lineſs, that if we riſe no more to Our acs 
quaintance here, we may joyfully waken 
among thy bleficd Angels, there to unite 
our Hymns with theirs, and ſing Hallelu- 
Jahs for evermore. 


The PRAYER. 


God, whoſe gracious Providence vouch: 

ſafes to put us frequently in mind of 
eur own and the Worla*s laſt end, by burying 
every day in the filent grave of Night | ſweet- 
en, we humbly beſcech thee, and render fa- 
miliar to our expefttation thoſe terrible Pe- 
riods of Time, ' by our conſtant due uſe of 1his, 


' 80 even our Accounts with thee, and-fis our 


ſelves for ſleep with a devout compoſure of _ 
$0 
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Sculs 10 their eternal reſt: And grant that 
our yielding ſo often, and ſo eafily, at the 
ſummons of our drowfie bumoury, to ſuſpend 
fur ſome bours all Operations of the whole 
Man, may teach our Sculs 10 reflef them- 
ſ:ives into a more reaſonable willingneſs of 
ſerving thee \, that when thoa lay' our Bo- 
dies in the Bcd of Duſt, we may expe 4 
Joyful ReſurreAion. of our Souls to Eternal 
Life, through our Lo:d and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. Amen, 


MEDpiTtation IV. 


Of bearing Affliftion. 


Pal. 119, 92. Unleſs thy Law had been my- 


delight, I ſhould 1hen bave periſhed in 
mine affiittion, 


I 


My Soul, fit down in Peace, and 
reſt ſecure under the Almighty's . 


ProteQion : Let us not diffurb the Or- 
der of thoſe Mercies which our God has 
defign'd us in bis Eternal Counſels, Eve- 


ry Accident may be turned into Yer--: 


tue.3 and eyery Vertue is a ſtep to our 


E. 4 Glo-- 
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100 Of Aﬀiition. Part 2, 
Glorious End. 1fcur Aﬀairs ſucceeded, 
I=t us praiie our great Renefaor, and 
think what hell give us hereafter, who 
'o favours us here. If they miſcarry, 
l2t us yield to the Will of Heaven, and 
!earn by our Croflcs in this World, to 
h=take vs to the other. Whatever hap, 
pens, let this b2 our conſtant Rule, to 
provide ior the Future Life, and be con- 
cent with the Preſent. 

Il. 

Shall we not patiently accept a little 
evit, from him that has given us ſo much 
£00d ? Shall the being without ſome one 
thing we need not, more ſenlthly affet 
us, than the having all we need ? In- 
grateful we ! The common Benefits we 
all enjoy deſerving the Thankſgiving of 
a whole Life; the Air we hreathe in, 
and the Sun that ſhines on us the Wa- 
ter and the Earth, that ſo faithfully ſerve 
us ; the exerciſe of our Senſes, and the 
nlſe of our Wits, if not in excellence, at 
leaft to ſome degree: All theſe, O Lord, 
thou generally giveſt to the good and to 
the bad ; and for the leaft of theſe, none 
can praiſe thee enough. 

IIT. 

What ſhall we ſay to thoſe high ſuper- 
natural Bleſſings ? the Son of God to re- 
dezm us, and Heayen to reward us ? 
What 


\ Part 2; Of Aﬀitdtion- Ion 
What ſhall we ſay ? can we yet com- 
plain, becauſe ſome few, perhaps, are 
more proſperous than we? Should we 
not rather look down on the many below 
us, and be thankful to ſee our ſelves 
more favour'd than they ? Should we 
not reckon o're the Miſeries of Mankind, 
and bleſs our God, that hath ſo preſer- 
ved us'? Had we ſome deſperate Canker 
breeding on our Face , or noiſom Le- 
prolie ſpreading over our Skin , (theſe, 
we muſt all confeſs are incident to our 
Nature, and more than theſe due to our: 
Sins. ) 
IV. 

What would we give to be as now we 
are? how gladly change for a moderate 
Affliction ? *Tis but interpreting our 
worſt Condition well, to find Motives- 
enough for our Gratitude to: God : 'Tis 
but interpreting our beft Condition fro- 
wardly,and find Defe&ts enough to think 
our ſelves miſerable. Did we adore, as 
we ought, the Wiſdom of our: God, we 
ſhould eafity truft him to Rule his own 
World. Could we underftand the Se- 
cret -CharaQer of his Decrees, we ſhould 
read in each Syllable a perfe&t Harmony. 
Teach, O thou bleft Enlightner of our 
Minds, teach us to expouad thy AQtions- 
1 a fair Senſe. 

E 5: V. 
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Suffer us not to follow our private Spi- 
Tit, left we create to our ſelves a vo- 
lantary miſery. Still let us conftrue the 
the Atflitions thou ſendeft us, as means 
to corre, and not to deftroy us; to 
prevent ſome fin, or praQtiſe ſome ver- 
tue; and when we need our Croſſes no- 
longer, thou wilt take them away. Mean 
while, O gracious Lord, make us wait 
thy time, and not impatiently preſcribe 
limits to thee, Make us rejoyce that 
our Lots are in thy hands 5 but O let thy 
Mercy chuſe favourably for us. Diſpoſe 
as thou: pleaſeſt our Condition here 5 on- 
Iy our Portion hereafter, let it be with 
thy Bleſſed. 


The FRAYER. 


God, the Eternal ſource and neceſfit) 

of Being, on whoſe free over flowing, 
#has of thy whole Creation every: moment de- 
pends, ſtrike, we beſeech thee, our hearts 
nth a continual dread and reverence of thy 
abſolute Dominion, which ſhouldſt thou but 
never ſo lintle ſuſpend thy. bounty, we ſhould 
znſtantly vaniſh all into nothing, And grant 


that as we know thou preſerveſt this World, 


10 grow daily riper for the other, 10 which 
abou haſt ordain'd it, we may by mo fl 
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buiband our time here, as in the next Life 10 
poſſeſs thy Eternity, through our Lord Feſitte- 
Amen. 


MtepitTartion V:; 
Againſt Pride. 


Prove 11, 2. When Pride cometh, then 
cometh ſhame > but with the lowly is 
wiſdom, 


I. 
Peak no more proudly, - vain Duft ; 
nor provoke any longer the Living 
God. Seal up thy lips in humble (ilence, 
and tremblingly remember his dreadful 
Judgments. Remember how the Earth 
open'd it ſelf, and ſwallowed up alive ſo 
many thouſands ! Remember how the 
Clouds rain'd fire and brimſtone, and bu- 
ried whole Cities in their own aſhes ! 
Remember how the general Deluge o're- 
ſpread the world, and ſwept away, al- 
moſt all mankind! Rememher and ask the 
cauſe of ali this Ruin, and tell it aloud” 
to the bold Offender. 
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Il. 
Tell him, *twas Sin, and ſuch as his, 
that draw upon them ſuch (ſwift Deftru- 
ction. Sin threw the Angels down from 
Heaven, and chain'd them up.in eternal 
Darkneſs ; fin baniſhed Adam out of P4- 
radice, and turned that delicious Garden 
into a Field of Weeds. O God, how 
terrible is thy mighty Arm, when thou 
ftretcheſt it forth to be avenged on thine 
Enemies! OSin, how fatal is thy deſpe- 
rate malice, that pulls on our heads all 
the-thunder of Heaven, 
Ill. 
O my Soul, how dull and ſenſeleſs are 
we, to ſleep ſecure, as if all were ſafe! 
Can we repeat theſe amazing Truths, 


vine. Juſtice ? Can we conſider the de- 
Plorable end of Sinners, and ftill go on 
in the ways of fin, even while we ſing 
Praiſes, O glorious Lord ! Our very Du- 
ty ſhould fear before thee. What ſhould 
corrupted Nature then do, when it ſees 
it ſelf ready to offend thee ? What ſhould 
a guilty. Conſcience do, when it ſees it 
{elt ruined by offending thee ? 


Majeſty, with an awful reverence of thy 
great Name, Corre@(t our many levi- 


and not tremble at the Wrath of the Di- 


Strike thou our hearts, O thou infinite 


y Of ties 
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ties into a pious Sadneſs, and break our 
proud hearts into an humble contrition. 
Still may our Conſciences cry alond with- 
in us, Dare you commit this evil, and 
fin againft your God ? Dare you commit 
this evil, and undo your ſelves, and 
plung your own Souls in everlaſting tor- 
ments? Forbid ſo raſh a madneſs, graci- 
ous Lord, and make thy Judgments on 
others Mercies to us. For whois like 
thee, O Lord, terrible in thy Judg- 
ments! And who is like thee, amiable in 
thy Mercies ! 


The PRAYER. 


God, who by Hopes and Fears, the 

main ſwayers of our Nature here, 
ta} gracioufly provided to counterpoiſe our 
weight downwards ,. and ſuſtain our faint 
progreſs up to thee in thy Kingdom ; grant, 
we Fumbly beſeech thee, that the many Ex-. 
amples of thy. dreadful Fudgments on obſt i= 
nate and incorrigible ſinners, may ſtrongly. 
overawe our Pride, with other Vices and Im- 
penitence, and thy many more eminent in- 
ftances of Indulgence and Mercy to the peni- 
rent and truly deſirous of Vertue, may encour=. 
age our weakneſs, and make us effettually en- 
deavour to gain it, And this 1 humbly. 
beſeech thee., for Feſus Chriſt his ſake. 
Amen, I 
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MeDpirTartion VI.- 
Aeainſt Sloth, 


Prov. 12. 24. The hand of the diligent ſhal 
bear rule, but the ſlothful- ſhall be under 
tribute, 


I. 
Etire, O my Soul, into thine own 
R boſom, and ſearch what thou aim- 
eft at in all: Where do'ft thou place 
thy chief felicity ? And whither tend 
thy ſtrongeſt deſires ? Go to the Great 
and Prudent of the World, andlearn of 
them to chuſe thy Intereſts. Do they 
not there increaſe their Eftates, where 
they mean to ſpend moft of their life ? 
Do they there proje& their Manſion-ſeat, 
in a Country through which they paſs as 
Travellers ? No more, my Soul, ſhould 
we build our beſt hopes on the ſandy 
foundation of this periſhable Earth. 
Il. 

Where, ſure we are, we cannot ftay 
long, and are not ſure we ſhall ſtay a 
little. O thou eternal Being, who 
changeft not, yet art the cauſe and end 
of all our Changes ! Who till mnalons 
t 
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the ſame rich fulneſs in thy (elf, and the 
ſame bright Glory to all thy bleſſed ; 


- teach us, O Lord, to uſe this tranſitory 


life as Pilgrims returning to their belo- 


ved home, that we may take what our 


Journey requires, and not think of ſet- 
ling in a foreign Country, but wiſely 
forecaſt our Treaſures ſo, to be happy 
where we muft always be, without any 
trouble or moleftation, 

HL. 

When thou haft found thy happy end, 
and found it the only good that lafts for 
ever, ftudy, O my Soul, to know ftill 
more ; and ftill more value thoſe im» 
mortal Joys. Strive for ſo glorious a 
Prize with thy whole force, and the ut- 
moſt trainings of all thy faculties. Pur- 
chaſe at any rate that bleft Inheritance, 
and wiſely negle& even all things elſe, 
all that divert thee from thy holy courſe, 
or but retard the ſpeed of thy advance. 
For though the leaft in the Kingdom of 
Heaven be happy enough, where every 
Veſſel is filled to the brim, 

IV. 

Yet to inlarge our Capacity to the 
leaſt higher degree, deſerves the buſieft 
diligence of our whole life. Shall the 
induftrious Bee endure no reft, but fly, 
and fing,and labour all the day? Shall the 
un» 
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unwearied Ant be running up and down, 
to fetch and carry a few grains of Corn ? 
And we, for whom all Nature ſo fully. 
works and tires it ſelf in perpetual mo- 
tion, for whom the tender Providence of 
God commands his Angels to watch over 
us, for whom the ho!y Jeſus came down 


from Heaven, and ſpenta. whole life in. 


continual labour, 
V 


Shall we ſleep on in a drowfie ſloth, 


and not ſtir a finger to help our ſelves? 
Awake, my Soul, and chide thy ſluggiſh 
thoughts, and let their ſtupid folly plain- 
ly know, we have aftore to provide, as 
well as Ants, and infinitely. richer than 
their poor hoard. We have a work to 
do as well as Bees, and far more ſweeter 
than all their Hony, What can ſo no- 
bly enrich an immortal Soul, as ftill to 
be gathering a ſtock for Eternity ? What 
can [o highly delight one that every day 
improves, as daily to ſee the increale of 
his hopes 2 


Vl. 

O blefſed hope ! be thou my chief de- 
' tight, and the only Treaſure I covet to 
lay up 3 be thou the quickning life of al 
my Actions, and ſweet allay of all my 
Sufferings-; ſo ſhall 7 n'ere refuſe. the 
meaneſt labour, while 1 look to m_—_ 

uc 
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ſuch glorious Wages. So ſhall I ne're 
repine at any temporal Loſs, while EF 
hope to gain ſuch eternal Rewards. 
Lord, while we breathe, make us live 
tothee5 and when we expire, depart in 
thy peace : That, whether we live or 
die, we may be always thine, and to live 
with thee in life everlaſting. 


The PRAYER 


God, whoſe eternal Providence has 

imbarkt eur Souls in the Ship of our 
Bodies, not to expett any Part or Anchorage 
on the Sea of this World, but ſteer diveitly 
throagh ie to thy glorious Kingdom) Grant, 
we b:ſeech thee, that daily refleting with 
what care and diligence the wretched Ad- 
venturers for all ſorts of Vanity purſue round 
about us their deſperate courſes, we may fee} 
our ſelves confounded with juſt reproach, who 
kxowing our engagement 6n ſo important a 
Vojage, yet take ſo little pains to perform it. 
Preſerve us, O- Lord, from ſloth, and from 
the dangers that on all ſides aſſault us, and 
keep our Aﬀettons ſtill fitly di poſed to re- 
cetve thy holy Inſpirations ; that carried 
ſweetly and ftrongly forward by thy holy Spi- 
rit, we may happily arrive at laſt in the FH4- 
ven of Eternal Salvation, through Feſus 
Chriſt our Lord, Amen, my 
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MzvDirarion VII. 
Oz the Vanities of the Wor ld. 


Eccleſ. 1. 14. I have ſeen a! the works that 
are tone under the Sun, and behold, dl 
7s vanity and vexation of Spirit, 


I. 

Ell me, you eager lovers of the 
world, what 'tis you aim at in all 
your pretences; ye weary your bodies 
with reftleſs labour , and affli& your 
minds with perpetual care; day and 
night you are ſtill perplext, ftill bulily 
Plotting to compaſs your own ends. Tell 
me what are thoſe ends you ſo long have 
fought; and I will tell you what you 
ſoon will find. While they are many, 
they but diftra&t your thoughts, and of- 
ten engage in a quarrel among them- 
ſelves. One end, and one alone 1s the 
way to Peace ; and on that one muft all 

the reſt depend: 


IL. 
'Tis true, and by that rule we guide 
our lives ; whate're we undertake is 
5 
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ly to be happy. *Tis to be happy that 
we ftrive to be great, and enrich our 
ſelves by defranding others ; 'tis to he 
happy that we run after pleaſures, and 
covet in every thing our own proud will, 
But we, alas! miftake our happineſs, 
and fooliſh'y ſeek where *tis not to be 
found, as filly children think to catch the 
Sun, when they ſee it ſetting at ſo near 
a diſtance, they travel on, and tire them- 
ſelves in vain; for the thing they ſeek is 
in another world, 
Ul. 

Juſt ſo we judge, and juſt ſo we are 

deceived, when we think to meet with 


Heaven upon Earth. This world, alas! 


has now noParadife; but all its fruits are 
weeds and thorns, all dangerouſly mixt 
with occaſions of fin; all ſprinkled over 
with the bitterneſs of Sorrow. What 
did we ever pafhonately love, but ſtill 
in the end it made us repent? Nay, the 
beft end was heartily to repent, and 
learn by our falling to tread more ſure. 


Pity us, O Lord, who live below in 
the dark, ftill wiſhing for reft, but find- 
ing none ; ſcatter thoſe miſts of paſſion 
that blind our eyes, and ſhine upon us 
with thy beauteous light; convince us 
throughly there is a better World = 

1s 


_ 


Tye 


O00 ITY OW 1 \ POIs WER FOR L_—. Ie 


I EF Fe » - = < " By 
EIS WAFTET NGA po, 4 omg 7 os her VEL Ty I N99 re 
% 


II2 On the Vanities Part », 


this, a happier People than thoſe we 
know : Let us every day begin our 
Journey thither, and fit our ſelves for 
that biefſed piace» 

If thus our nature tend to happineſs, 
there's ſure ſome happineſs to content 
our nature; ſure the all-wiſe. Creator 
has provided means to ſatisfie the appe- 
tites which himſelt has mad2. Doubt 
not, my Soul, the bounty of thy Lord; 
but turn all thy fear on thine own un- 
worthineſs: Look up and ſee a rich de- 
licious Land, that flows with ſweeter 
ſtreams than Milk and Hony ; look up 
and ſee a glorious City, incomparavle 
braver than the Courts of Kings; behold 
the bleſſed Angels ſhining on their 
Thrones, and all the heavenly Saints tri- | 
umphing with their Hymns, behold the 
Glory wherewith-their. Lord has Crownd 
them.in-the ſolemn day of their eſpouſals . 
with himſelt. 

VI. 

Look up yet higher, O my Soul, and 
ſee the ſacred Humanity of thy dear Re- 
deemer, that bleſſed Jeſus who dyed for 
us on the Croſs, and now invites us-to 
partake of his Crown: ſce,and rejoyce in 
thoſe eternal Honours which Heaven 
and Earth pay to their King ; look up 

once 
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once more, and ir finitely farther, and 
humbly admire the unſpeakable myſtery, 
ſee and adore the Soveraign Deity, eſ- 
ſentially full of its own bleft Light, full 
and overflowing into all his Creatures; 
which ſhine as little Beams derived ffoni 
him, SR: 
VH. Bo tw 

When thou haſt ſeenall this; my Soul, 
and ftay*d and dwelt a while among thoſe 
Wonders, turn down thine Eye towards 
the Earth again, and ſee. the petty 
things that entertain our Minds: What 
is a name of Honour, or a momentary 
pleaſure, compared to the Bliſs of an E- 
ternal Paradiſe ? What isa Bag of Mony, 
or a fair Eftate, if counterbalanc'd with 
the Treaſures of Heaven ? how nar- 
row there do our greateft Kingdoms 
ſeem! How ſmall a Circle is the whole 
Globe of the Farth! Cities and Towns 


 ſhew like little Hills ; and the buſie 


World, but like a ſwarm of Ants, run- 
ning up and down, and juftling one ano- 
ther ; and all this ſtir for a few Grains 
of Corn 
O Heaven ! let me again lift up mine 
eyes to thee, and take a fuller View of 
that glorious Proſpe& : There let me 
Rand and fix my fteddy ſight , -_ I 
ave 
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have look'd my ſelf into this firm Judg- 
ment, all the moft proſperous Fortune 
can here poſſeſs, or even the largeſt Fan- 
cy poſſibly imagine, all is an idle Dream 
to thoſe real Joys, an abſolate Nothing 
to that ſolid Felicity. The juft ſhall be 
as Lillies planted in Paradiſe, and flou- 
riſh for ever in the preſence of God. 
If we perform with them the part of 
faithful Servants, we ſhall ſurely, with 
them, have the portion of Children. 


The PRAYER, 
'S Almighty God, remove far from 


me Vanity and Lies, and whatever 
elſe is prejudicial to me ; grant that 1 my 
love thy Law, and delight my ſelf therein 
all the day long : For I bave finned againſt 
thee,and dealr very wickedly, and bave added 
to the number of my Fore-fathers numberleſs 
Tranſgre frons, and inſtead of bringing forth 
the fruits of Righteouſneſs and Holt 
neſs, I have rurned all thy Blefings, Graces 
and Mercies into Wantonneſs; ſo that | 


bave provoked thine anger from the fiſt 


time I came into this World, to this ver) 
bour ; but, O Lord, I bcſeech thee, preſerve 
me from ſin for the time to come, for with 
out tby Grace preventing me, 1 cannot but 
fin 3 viſit me therefore, O Lord, with ” 
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Salvation, that 1 may live undefiled in the 
way of thy Commandments, and ſee the Fe- 
liciry of thy Choſen, and rej:yce and give 
thanks with thine Inheritance. To this end 
ſend thy Holy Spirit into my Heart, t0 teach 


| me 10 deny all ungodlineſs and worldly luſfts 


ard 10 live ſoberly, righteouſly and Godly in, 
this preſent evil World, and40 bave always 
in remembrance the great account which ] 
am 19 give at the laſt day, before the Tribu- 
nal of the Almighty. Lord, fit me for the 
tour of Death, that I need not fear the day 
of Fudgmem., Amen, 


Mzepirarion VIII. 
Of the Almighty"s Proteftion. 
Pial. 91. 1. Whoſo dwclleth under the De- 


fence of the moſt high, ſhall abide under, 


the ſhadow f the Almighyy , 


NT unto us, O Lord, not unto:ys3 
VN but,unto thine own bleft Name 
give we all the Glory. When we have 
applyed our utmoſt Cares, and =_ 
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all the diligence that lies in our power, 
what can we do, if we do not look up to 
thee, and ſecond our endeavours with 
Prayers for thy Bleſſings.? When we 
have implored thy gracious mercy, and 
offer'd thee our deareft Sacrifice to ob: 
tain it, what can we do but ſubmit our 
Hopes, and expect the event from thy 


II. 

We know, and thou thy ſelf haſt 
taught us, unleſs thou defendeft the 
City, the Guard watches but in vain; 
We know, and our experience tells us, 
unleſs thou reach forth thy hand, we 
are preſently in danger of ſinking Eve- 
ry moment of our day ſubſiſts by thee, 
and every ſtep we take moves hy thy 
ftrength. Even the Line we now repeat, 
muſt beg its breath of thee, and ftop if 
thou denieft it, If thou denieft, who 
can compel thy Will, or call in queſtion 
thy Decrees? Are we not all thy Cres 
tures, O gracious God, and as helpleſs 
Children, hanging at the Breaft of thy 
Providences ? Are we not all as Clay 
in thine Hands, - to frame us into Vel- 
ſels of what uſe "_ pleaſeft ? 

il 


Behold, we confeſs, O Lord, in thee 


awe live, in thee we move and have our 


being) 
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being 5 all our ſufficiency proceeds from 
thee > and our Succeſs depends on thy 
favour. Others may tell us the way 
we ſhould go; but thou alone canft en- 
able us to walk. Others may inftru@ us 
| in the Paths of Vertue, but even they 
muſt firſt be taught by thee: They 
muft be moved by thee to att that Cha- 
rity; and ſo all at laſt is reſolved into 
thee, 
IV. 

Should we preſume, O Lord, to di- 
vide thy Grace, and proudly challenge 
any ſhare to our ſelves, thy mighty 
Truth ſtands up againft us, and our own 
Infirmities plainly confute us. Shouldft 
thou ſeverely examine our hearts, and 
ask who works all their Actions in them, 
ſure we muſt needs bow down our Heads, 
and from our low duft, humbly ſay, 
Nothing are we, O Lord, but what thou 
haſt made us : Only our fins are entirely 
our own 5 which, O may thy Grace exe 

tinguiſh for ever. 

Va 

O may all ſelf- preſumption die in us, 
and our whole confidence live only in 
thee : May even our Frailties make us 
more ftrong 3 and our being nothing, 
teach us to be humble : So ſha! thy Puw- 
&r, O God, be magnified in our Weak- 

F neſs, 
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neſs, and thy Mercy triumph in the Re- 
lief of our Miſeries, We receive all we 
have of thee, and why ſhould we boaſt 


as if we had it of our (elves ? Thou art 


my Saviour, whom then ſhall 1 fear? 
thou art my ProteQor and Defender, of 
whom then ſhall I be afraid ? 

VI. 

Thus we depend, and happy are we 
in this dependarce, did we but know 
Our own true Intereft » We and our 
whole concerns are depoſited with God; 


and where can we finda better hand to 


enſure them ? Is he not wiſe enough to 
chuſe ſafely for us, who diſpoſes all 
Nature in ſuch admirable Order ? Has 
he not power to go through with: his 
Purpoſe, who commands the Wills of 
Men and Angels ? Wants he, perhaps, 
an Inclination to favour us, who defires 
our Felicity more than our own Hearts? 
He feeds the Fowls of the Air, and 
cloaths the Lillies of the Fields. With 
out his Providence not a Sparrow falls 
to the Ground ; and ſhall we miftruft 
his Care for his Children ? Under his 
Government we have liv'd all this 
while, and can we now ſuſpett hel 
forſake us ? 


VII. 
. He has ſhewed his Bounty in extraor- 
dinary 


WW part2. Protettion. 11.9 


dinary Graces, and will he deny us his 
lefſer Bleſſings ? He has freely beftow- 


not with him give us all things elſe? All 

F that are truly uſeful to carry us on our 

f way, and bring us at length to his 

eternal Reft : If our Neceſtities be 

the effeAts of our Folly, we muft 

c not preſume he*ll maintain us in our 

fins. Rather we ſhould ftrive to mo- 

derate our Appxtites, and corre& the 

Vices that have bred theſe Miſeries. 

But if our Wants be innocent and 

preſſing, he'll ſooner do a Miracle than 

break his Word, his Word, which he 

ſo often has ſolemnly engaged, ſo often 
proved by a thouſand Experiments. 

VII. 
Ask but the former Ages, and they 


e 
is ed on us his deareſt Son, how ſhall he 
t 
2 


ry WY 
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p will tell you the Wonders he wrought 
? in favour of his Servants. He multi- 
d -Flied the Oil in the poor Widow's Cruſe, 


and fed his Prophet by the Service of a 
Raven : He dried the Sea into a Path 
y for his People, and melted the Rocks to 
Is refreſh their Thirft : He made his An- 
is gels Stewards of their Proviſion, and 
jj nouriſht them in the Wilderneſs with 
the Bread of Heaven. Still, O my God, 

thy eternal Charity retains the ſame Af- ' 
F- fetions for them that relie on thee ; 
y F 2 fill 
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fill thy all-ſeeing Wiſdom governs the 
World with the \. me immenſe unalter. 
able Gocdneſs. Nay, ſurely now the 
Streams of thy Mercy run more ftrong, 
and have wrought to themſelves a lar- 
ger Channel, ſince thou broughteſt down 
the Waters from above the Heavens,and 


. open'd in thine own Body a Spring of 


Life, a Spring of Joy and Bliſs, to revive 
our Hearts, and overflow them with a 
torrent of everlaſting Pleaſure. 


The PRAYER. 


() Eternal God, we ave not able of our 
ſelves 10 do any thing, without thy 
Almighty belp, Les thy Providence watch 
over us, and guide us in all our ways, 0 
thy Gloyy and our ſpiritual Benefit and grant 
that we may not place our Joys and Hopes 
upon the things of thu Life, which periſb 
and cannot ſarisfie, but in thee, tbe Fountain 
of all true Felicities, Let thy mercy guide 


us in thy Paths of Righteouſneſs, and give # | 
the Fear of thy Name, and knit our Hearts 


anto thee, that neither Life nor Death, Prin* 
cipalities nor Powers, may ever be able to 


ſcparate ws from thee. And O thou who art 


full of Compaſſion and Mercy, Long-ſuſſer- 


-ing, and plenteous in Goodneſs and Truth, 
be thou always our Protetor and Defender, 


80 
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ro keep us from all evil both ghoſily and bo- 
dily; make us ſo run the ways of 1by Com- 
mandments, that by p:rforming hat bleſſed 
Race, we m1y arrive 101that Heavenly King- 
dom prepared for all them that love and 
fear thee, thrcugb Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
Amen. 


MEDITATION TX. 
Love not the World. 


1 John 2. 15. Love not th? world, neither 
the things that are in the world ; if any 
man loves the world, the love of the Fa- 
ther is not in him, 


| # 

W Hy do we ftill purſue this World, 

and ſo eagerly ſeek its fond Enjoy- 
ments? a World of Vanity and falſe 
Deceits, a World of Miſery and ſad Di(- 
afters, whoſe Croſſes are ſolid, and 
Comforts empty, whoſe Sorrows are per- 
manent, and Delights paſs quickly away 5 
a World where the Innocent are con- 
demned with Shame, and the Guilty 
F 3 freed 
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freed with great Applauſe : Where of- 
ren the Wicked are advanced to” Ho- 
nour, and the Vertuouns are oppreft by 
Dilgrace 5 where Friends fall off, and 
Kindred forget, and every one minds his 
private Iatereſt, 


IL. 

Yet are we taken with this creoked 
World, and blindly court its painted: 
Face; we make ſome ugly Paſſion Mi. 
ſtreſs of our Heart, and negleR the 
pure and amiable Love of Jeſus, whoſe 
Goodneſs to us gives us all we have; 
vihoſe PerfeRions in himſelf are more 
than we can conceive: Thou art, 0 
g!orions Jeſus, the Beauty of Angels, 
and the Everlaſting Joy of the Court of 
Heaven 3 thou art the Heaven of He 
ven itſelf, and in thy ſight alone is the 
fulneſs of Bliſs. All this thou art, and 
infinitely more; and yet, alas, how few 
elteem thee ! 

TIE. 

The World, we dearly know, too of- 

ten has deceived us, and our Raſhneſs 


cares not to be undone again, Thou 


never, O Jeſus, haft fail'd our Hope, 
and our Dulneſs fears to relie on thee; 
the World diftratts and embroils our 


- Spirits, and wretched we delight in our 


Miſery :*. Thou always, O Jeſu, filleſt 
| our. 
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our Hzarts with Peace, and ſenſeleſs we, - 
are weary of thy Happineſs : The World 
calls,and we faint in following it: Thou 
call ft, and we are till relieved by thee z 
vet is our Nature ſo ingratefully per- 
verſe, we run after that which tires, 
and abandon that which refreſhes. Some- 
times our Lips ſpeak glorioully of thee, 
0 chou living Fountain of Eternal Bliſs ; 
come happy times we reliſh thy ſiveet- 
neſs, and decry aloud the Poiſon of the 
Wor'd ; bnt we are loon jnriced by its 
gilded Cup, and caiily forſake the Was 
ters of Life. . 
IV. 

O bleſſed Jeſu, who took'ſt upon thee 
ail our Frailties, to beftow on us thine 
own perfe&ions, teach us to prize the 
Joys of Heaven, and part withall things 
topurchaſe thee : Make all the Pleaſures 
of this Life ſeem bitter to our Tafte, as 
they are indeed pernicious to our hea'th ;' 
let not their Flatteries any more delude 
us, nor ſuperfluous Cares perplex our 
Minds; but may our chief Delight 
be to think on thee, and all our ftu- 
dy to grow in thy Love ; and let us 
uſe this World, as if we uſed it not : 
For the Faſhion of this World paſſeth 
away; we are apt by a fond ſelf-Love 
to blame: eyery thing but our ſelves, 
F- 4- while 
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while nothing can hurt us but our miſ- 
Placed AﬀeGtions. 
V. ; 
All this is true ; and yet the World 
1s lov'd, and our Nature inclines to af- 
feat its Vanities; it's lov'd, and fo it 
juſtly deſerves, did we underftand 'its 
real value : Our lire, indeed, ſeems mean 
and trivial,and all things about us trouble. 
ſome and dangerous ; yet, O my God, is 
their conſequence excellent in this, that 
they are our only way of coming to thee? 
This World, and this alone's the Womb 
that breeds us, and brings forth to ſee 
thy lignt, This ts alone the proper Ma- 


- Chine, wherein thy hand has ſet our lives 


to*lzarn the art of managing it righr, 
an] wind up our ſelves to thy glorious. 
Heaven, 

VI. 

O that we hall that hapyy Skill ! how 
ſoon would every thing help forward to 
advance us? Whether we eat or drink, 
or whatever elſe an innocent hand can 
undertake, if we regard our faithful end, 
ant! order all to the improvement of our 
minds, they inſtantly ct ange their ſecu- 
1zr name, and deſervedly are preferr'd to 
become Religious. Riches themſelves, 


and 'mp-rious Honour, have not ſo per- 
verſe and fixt a malice, but a FD 
ule 
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uſe converts them to Piety, and makes 
them fit inftruments of higheſt Bliſs. 
VIE. 

Our very delights, O the goodneſs of 
our God ! may ſo be temper'd with a 
wiſe allay. that his mercy accounts them 
as parts of our duty, and fails not to 
Jive them their full reward, while they 
are entertained for the health of cur 
bodies, and the juft refreſhment of our 
wearied ſpirits 3 and both our bodies 
and ſpirits conftantly apply'd to gain 
new degrees of the love of Heaven. 
Thus, gracious Lord, every moment of 
our lives may ftill be climbing up to- 
wards thee: Thus may we ftil] proceed 
in thy Service, even then when we moſt 
of all ſerve our felzes; and then it is in- 
deed we beft ferve our ſelves, when we 
are bulteft in what we call thy Ser- 
FiCE. 

VIIE. 

Thou ſseectly vouchſafeft to ſtile that 
thy Glory, which in very truth 1s no- 
thing but our Intereſt ; thou kindly com- 
plain'ft we diſhonour thy Name, when 
we only miſchief our own Souls. O ble. 
fed Jeſu, King of Clemency, and great 
Rewarder of every little Grace ! Thou, 
whom by all we can do, pretendeſt no- 
gain ; but beſtow on us all thy ſe'f haſt 


— 
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done. Thou,who camiſt down from Hea- 
ven to ſhew us a pattern, and mad it us 
free to work for our own profit, inftrut 
our gratitude to conſecrate all to thee, 
fince all by thy bounty will redound to 
our ſelves. - Let us take our minds off 
from tranfitory things, and fix them on 
thaſe which are eternal. 


The PRAYER. 


# Bleſſed Lord ! — the World unto 
me, and me unto the World ; montifie 


in. me every Luſt, and deliver me from eve-- 


ry Temptation ; and grant, that I may never 
thirſt after any temporal advantage or proſpe» 
rity of the wicked 3' but- give me an bumble 
Heart , and a Mind well compP$'d, that | 
my not be overcome with Pride, nor over- 
whelned with Cruelty ;, ſanQifie my Words 
and Lips, that I may never blaſph:me th 
Holineſ, but walk before thee in all God- 


lineſs and Honeſty. 10 my _Life's-end, &-- 


men: -. 
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MzeDpiTATION X. 
Of Man's Redemption, 


Epheſe 1. 14. In whom we have Redemp.- © 
tion through bis blood, even the forgiveneſs 


of fins, 


l. 
Ome now and hear, you that fear 
our Lord, and I will tell you what 
he has dene for my Soul ; hear, and L 
will tel] you what he has done for yours, 
and the Wonders of his Bounty towards 
all the World. When we lay aſleep in 
the ſhades of Nothing, his mighty Hand 
awak'd us into Being ; not that of Stones, 
or Plants, or Reaſts, over which he has 
made us abſolute Lords, but an accom 
' pliſht Body and immortal Spirit, and lit--- * 
tle inferiour to his glorious Anzels; he 
printed on our Suuls his own fimilicude, 
and promiſed to our Obedience his own 
Felicity ; he endued us with Appetites 
to live well and hapyy, and furniſht us 
with Means to ſatisfie thoſe Appetites, - 
creating.a whole World to ſerve us _—__ 
3Nc 


and providing a Heaven to glotifie us 
hereafter, 
IT. 

T hus didft thou favour us, O infinite 
Goodneſs ! but we, what return did we 
make to thee ? Eluſh, O my Soul, for 
ſhame, at ſo ſtrange a weakneſs, and 
weep for grief at ſo extreme an Ingra- 
titude. We childiſhly preferr'd a tri- 
vial Apple before the Law of our God, 
and the Safety of our own Lives, we 
fondly emhrac'd a little preſent Satisfa- 
Qion, before the Pleafures of Paradiſe 
and the Eternity of Heaven. Rehold the 
unhappy ſource of all our Miſcries, which 
ſill increaft its ſtreams as they went far- 
ther on, till they cxadGted at laſt a de- 
Inge of Juftice, ro drown their deluge 
of Iniquity; and here, alas! had been 
an end of Man, a fad and fatal end of 
the whole World, had not our wiſe 
Creator tore(zen the danger, and in time 
prevented the extremity of the ruin, 
reſerving for himfelf a few choice Plants, 
ro repleniſh the Earth with more hope- 
ful Fruit 5 yet they grew quickly wild, 
and brought forth: ſowre Grapes, and 
their Childrens teeth were {=t on edge ; 
quickly they aſpired to an intolerable 
pride of fortifying their wickedneſs a- 
gainft the power of Heaven, 


Ih 
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[IL. 

Juftice was now provok'd to a ſecond 
Deluge, and to bring again a Cloud o're 
the Earth 3 but Mercy diſcover'd a Bow 
in the Clouds, and our faithful God re- 
membred his Promiſe, allaying their 
Puniſhment with a milder Sentencg, and 
only ſcattered them from the place of 
their Conſpiracy 3 which yet his Provi- 
dence turned into a Bleſſing, by making 
it an occaſion of peopling the World. 
Still their rebellious Nature diſobeyed 
again, and neither fear'd his Judgments, 
nor valu'd his Mercies ; but with a 
graceleſs emulation propagated Sin, ag 
far as his goodnefs propagated Man- 
kind, Then he ſelefted a private Fa- 
mily, and encreaft and govern'd them 
with a particular tenderneſs, giving 
them a Law by the hands of Angels,and 
engaging their Qbedience by a thouſand 
Favours; but they negletted too their 
God and Heaven, and fell in love with. 
the ways of Death. 

IV. 

When thou hadſt thus, O deareft 
Lord, try'd every Remedy , and found 
onr Diſeaſe beyond all cure; when the 
light of Nature prov'd too weak a Guide, 
and! the general Flood too mild a Cor- 
rettion 3 when the Miracles of Moſes. 
could 
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could not ſoften their Hearts, nor the 
| Law.of Angels bring any to perfeRion ; 
when all was reduc'd to this defperate | 
ſtate, and no imaginable hope left to 
recover us, behold, the Eternal Wiſdom - 
finds a ftrange Expedient, the laſt and 
higheft Inftance of Almighty Love ; 
himſelf ke reſolves to cloath with our 
Fleſh, and come down among us, and 
die to redeem Us» 


V. 

Wonder, O my Soul, at the Mercies 
of the Lord ! how infinitely tranſcend- 
ing even our utmoſt Wiſhes : Wonder 
at. the admirable Providence of his 
Counſels, how exadly fitted to their 
great Defign > had he heen leſs than 


God, we could never have believed the 
Sublime Myſteries of his Heavenly Do-- 
&rin, had he beenother than Man, we 
muft needs have wanted the powerful 
Motive of his Holy Example ; had he 
been only God, he could never have ſuf- 
fered the leaſt of thoſe Affiftions he ſo 
loriouſly overcame ; had he been meer- 
ly Man, he could never have o'recome 
thole infinite Afflitions he (o patiently 
ſuffer'd. O bleffed Jeſu ! both theſe thou 
art in thy ſelf ; be thou both theſe to 
us ; be thou our God, and inake us adore 
thee 5 be thou our Leader, and make vs 
follow thee, Vt, 
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Soon as this bleſt Decree was made, of 
ſending the Son of Gad to redeem Man- 
kind, immediately his goodneſs was rea- 
dy to come among us, had our ungraci- 
ous World been ready to receive him ; 
but we, as yet, were too groſs and ſen- 
ſual, and utterly incapable of ſo pure a 
Law ; we were immerft in Cares and - 
Pleaſures, and wholly indiſpos'd for fo - 
perfe&t an Obedience. While we were 
thus unfit for thee, O thou God of pure 
and perfe& Holineſs ! thou graciouſly 
wert pleaſed to ftay for us, and all that 
time prepare us for thy Preſence ; from 
the Beginning entertaining us with hope, - 
and through every Age confirming our 
Faith. How early, O my God, didft thou - 
engage to relieve us ! The Seed of the wo- 
man Fran break the Serpent's Zead, How 
often didft thou repeat thy Promiſe to 
Abraham”) In thy Seed ſhall all the Nations of 
the Earth be bleſſed, 

| VII. 

How many times did thy Mercy in- - 
vent, by unqueftionable Tokens to give 
notice of thy coming ? Behold, a Virgin 
ſhall conceive and bear a Son, and his 
Name ſhall be called, God with ws : A 
Branch ſhall ſhoot out of the Stock of 
Feſee, and from the Root of that w_ 
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ſhal! ſpring a Flower ; The Spirit of our | 
Lord ſhall reft upon him ; the Spirit of 

Wiſdom, Piety and Fortitude ; our Lord | 
ſhall raiſe up a Prophet like Moſes, and | 
put his words in his Mouth, and he ſhall 
teach us; and thou Bethlebem, who art 
little among the Thouſands of Fudah, 
out of thee ſhall he come, that's to be 
the Ruler of Iſrael, whoſe goings. forth | 
are from the Beginning, even from the 
Days of Eternity. Heark, how the E- | 
ternal Father introduces his Son, com- 
manding firft all the Angels to adore 
him ; Thou art my Son, this day have | be. * 
Forten thee ; Thou art my Son, and |] will be | 
thy Father ; | will give thee the Gentiles for 
thine Inberitance, and the Euls 0 the por Id 


for thy Pofſ-fpon. 
VIII. 


'Tis too-little, that thou raiſe up the 
Tribes of Facob, and convert the Dregs 
of !ſracl ; thou art appointed a Light for 
the Gentiles, and 2 Savivur ta the ut- 
moſt parts of the Earth. Heark, how + 
the ancient Prophets rejoyce in the Meſ- | 
fias, and in ſoft and gentle words fore- 
tel his ſweetneſs; he ſhall come dewn as 
Rain into a Fleece of Wool, and as drops . 
of Dew diſtilling on the Earth ; he ſhall 
feed his Flock like a Shepherd, and gent- 
ly lead thoſe that are with young _ 
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ſhall gather his Lambs with his Arms, 
and carry them in his Boſom; the brui- 
ſed Reed he ſha!l not break, nor quench 
the ſmoaking Flax, Juftice and Peace 
ſhall Alouriſh in his days, and Sin and 
Death be deſtroyed for ever. Then ſhall 
the Eyes of the Blind be open'd, and the 
Fars of the Deaf be made to hear ; then 
ſhall the Tongues of the Dumb be 
Icoſen'd, and the Lame Man leap like a 
Buck. 
IX, 

Thus did thy holy Servants propheſie 
of thee, thus did their Children ſing thy 
Praiſes. Blefſed be the Lord our God, 
who alone does wonderful things, and 
bleſſed be the Name of his Majefty for 
ever ; his Dominion ſhall reach from Sea 
to Sea, and from the River to the end of 
the World; they who dwell in the Wil- 
derreſs, ſhall kneel before him, and his 
Fnemies ſhall lick the duſt; the Kings 
of Tharſis and the Ifles ſhall offer him 
Preſents; th- Kings of Arabia and Saba 
ſhal! brine, him Gifts; all the Kings of 
the Farth ſhall adore him, and all Na- 
tions do him ſervice. 


X 
For he ſhall reſcue the Weak from the 
hand of the Mighty, the Weak, who had 
none to help him ; He ſhall be favourable 
to 


—_ 


to the Simple and Needy, and preſerve 


the Souls of 'the Poor : He ſhall deliver. 
them from Uſury and OppieHion, and | 
their Nam: ſhall be honourable in his | 


fight : He ſhall live, and to him ſhall he 
given of the Gold of 4rabia ; They ſhill 
adore him perpetually, and bieſs him all 


day long. O thou Eternal King of Hea- | 


ven and Earth, make goo(l to thy Ser- 


vants theſe happy PrediQtions : So rule 


us here, that we obey thy Grace ; fo fa- 
vour us hereafter, that we enjoy thy 
Glory. 


The PRAYER. 


felf on our bebalf the Vifory over Sin, Hell, 


and the Grav?, O let thy Mercy and Truth | 
continually preſerve ns: O how greatly are we 


Wretches bound to fear thee , 19 love thee, 1 
bleſs thee, to praiſe thee, to honour thee, and 
7 glorifie thee, ſeeing w2 are redeemed with 


ſuch a Price , ſalved with ſuch a Gift, | 


cheared with ſo many Promiſes and Bleſffings 
of- the ſame eſtabliſh, O God, that which 
thiu baſt wronght in us ; finiſh what thou 
baſt begun, that w39 may be able 10 come into 
the falneſs of thy Mercy : Make us m_ 
thy 
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Moſt Glorious and Powerful Jeſu! | 
who with thine own right hand, and : 
with thy holy arm, haſt thou gotten 10 thy | 
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tby Holy Spirit to underſtand, and through” 


:bee to diſcern, and with que honour, 10 re- 
verence this high Myſtery of Godlineſs, how 
God was manifeſied in the Fleſh, juſtified in 
the Spirit, ſeen of Angels, preached unto the 
Gentiles, believed on in the World, and re- 
eived up into Glory , where we doubs not 
but we ſhall reign with bim for evermore. 
Amen. 


MrDiratioN Kl.c- 


On the Frailties of this Life. 


Pſal. 39. 7. For man walketh in 4 vain ſha- 
dow, and diſquieteth himſelf in vain : he 


heapeth up riches, and cannot tell who ſball ; 


gather them, 


I. 
"INhappy we, the Children of the 


Duft! why were we born to ſee 


the Sun ? why did our Mothers bring us: 


forth to miſery, and unkindly rejoyce to 
hear us cry ? Whither, alas ! has their 
Errour led us ? in how ſad a condition 
does our Pirth engage us? We enter the 
World with weeping Eyes, and go - 
WI 
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with fighing Hearts ; all the few days I fr 
we live, are full of vanity, and our choi- I th 


ceft pleaſures ſprinkled with bitterneſs; IJ P: 
the time that's paſt is vaniſh'd like a I tr 

dream, and that which is to come, is not 
yet at all. 
. I hi 
The preſent we are in, ftays but a I 
moment , and then flies away and never } te 
returns: already we are dead toall the I n« 
years we have lived, and ſhall never live IJ fc 
them over again ; bnt the longer we I fi 
live, the ſhorter is our life, and in the Y Þ 
end, we become a !ump of clay, Ovain YE 
and miſerable: World, how ſadly true is I tc 
all this ſtory ! and yet, alas ! this is not } tl 
all 5 but new Complaints remain, and } {c 
more, and worſe: We begin our race } "! 
in contemptible weakneſs, and our whole } n 
courſe is a progreſs of dangers. n 
Il C 


If we eſcape the Miſchances of a Child, 
we paſs on to the raſh Adyentures of | 
Youth : If we out-live theſe ſudden 
Storms, we fall into far more malicious 
Calamities : Our own ſuperfluous Cares 
deliberately conſnme us, and the Croſſes 
of the World weary out our Lives. 
Should we by ftrange ſucceſs o'recome all 
theſe, and ftill bear up our proſperous 
head, we are ſure at laſt, Old Age on 
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find us, and bow our ftrength down to 


i- Y the Grave ; the Grave from which no 
I Priviledge exempts, nor any Power con- 
I trouls its Commands. 


IV. 

The Kich muft leaye their Wealth be- 
hind them, and the Great Ones of the 
world be crumbled into Duſt ; the beau- 
teous face muſt be turned into rotten- 
neſs, and the pamper'd body becomes the 
food of Words: The buſie Man muft 


I find a time to die, though his full em- 

ployment ſpares none to provide fort : 
I Even the wiſe and vertuous muft ſubmit 
I to fate, and the heirs of Life it ſelf be 
I the Priſoners of Death. This when [I 
I ſce, 1 weep, and am afraid, fince we all 
I muſt drink of the ſame cold Cup; all 
JI muft go down the ſame dark Grave, and 
{ none can tell how ſoon he may be 
J alld. 


V. 
To day we are in health among our 


J Friends and Aﬀairs, and to morrow ar. 


refted by the hand of Death : Nature 
may faintly ſtruggle for a time, but muſt 
yield at laft, and be buried in the-Earth. 


1 At laſt we muſt take leave of our neareſt 
J Relations, and bid a long farewel to all 

the World. Perhaps the People may 
J calk of us a while, ſometimes as-we de- 


ſerye, 


L , 
x 
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ſerve, and often as they pleaſe : Per. 
haps our Bodies once laid out of "git, 
Wwe no more are remembred than if we 
had never been : Only our good works 
follow us to the Grave, and faithfully go 
- on with us beyond our Funeral. 


The PRAYER. 


C3 Lord God, I was nothing worth, and 
am in ba7ard 10 be worſe than n0- 
thing ; I was concetved in original fin, now 
full of aftual tranſgrefpons : 1 was inthe 
womb 4 bathſome ſubſtance; 1 am in the 
World a lump of corruption, and 1 ſhall be in 
the Grave 4 prey for Worms 5 but | know, 
ſweet Feſus, thy grace is ſufficient for me, * 
and thy mercy can expreſs it ſelf in my miſe- 
ry. Let thy mercy feed me, thy bands deli- 
wer me from death, and ſnatch me from the 
jaws of Hell : And, 0 bleſſed Feſus, tbrough 
thy precious Blood and Paſfon, by thine all- 
ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation and Sazisf ation, 
reverſe my deſerved puniſhment, and convert 
my paſſed evils to preſent good, and futwe 
joys in thine everlaſting and .moſt glorious 
Kingdom, 0 let not the troubles of thu life 
perplex me, nor the borrors of death affright 
me 5 but both in life and death let my ſub- 
miffon teſlifie, that thy boly Willis my Law: 
And amidſt the very agonies of :Peath, hr 
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fer not my Fatth to fail, nor my hope of 
Y-aven 10 decetve me, nor my Charity to die 
before me ; but let my very Enemies be for- 
groen by my Prayers, for his ſake who prayed 
for bis Enemies, and whilſt we mere Ene- 
mies, died for us, even the Lord of Eternal 
Glory. Amen, 


——_— 
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MrzvDirartion XII. 


Of a guilty Conſcience, and Tor- 
ments of Hell. 


Rom. 2. 15, Their Conſcience alſo bearing 
-witneſs, and their thoughts the mean while 
accuſing or exeuſing one anotber., 


I. 

H Y doyou laugh, unhappy wretch- 
es, who tire your ſelves in the 
ways of fin? Ways that indeed ſeem 
ſmooth at firft ; but lead to danger, and 
end in ruin, Why do you boaſt your 
pleaſant life, who lie aſleep in the arms 
of death ? Awake, and chaſe the dream 
away, that deludes your fick heads with 
empty fancies. awake, and fill your _ 

wat 


140 Of a guilty Conſcience Part 2, 


with tears, and ſadly look on your real 
miſeries. Whither, alas, will your Souls 
be hurcied, when in cold deſpair you 
figh away your laſt faint breath ? 


II. 

T hey ſhall fly amazed from the fight of 
Heaven, and hide their guilty ſelves in 
eternal darkneſs: There they ſhall dwell 
with intolerable pains, weeping and 
— and lamenting for ever. Their 
underftanding ſhall fit as in a deep Dun- 
geon, and think on nothing but its own 
calamities : Their will fhall be heightned 
to a madneſs of defire, and perpetually 
rackt with the deſpair of obtaining, 
Their memory ſhall :erve but to renew 
their ſorrows, and their Souls be drown» 
ed in a Sea of bitterneſs. They ſhall 
wiſh the Mountains to fall upon them, 
and cry to the hills to cover them 5 but 
nothing ſhall fall on them but the wrath 
of God, nor cover them, but their own 
Confuſion. 

IIL. 

There every Vice ſha!) have its pro- 
per torment, prodigiouſly bred out of 
its own corruption. The Laſcivious 
ſhall burn in unquenchable fire, perp*- 
tually flaming from their own paſhons. 
The Glutton and the Drunkard ſhall 
vainly ſigh, for a drop of water to on 

tneEIC 
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their tongues. The 4urious cholerick 


ſhallrage like mad Dogs, and the ſpite- 
ful envious gnaw their own Bowels. The 
Riches of the Covetous ſhall be as thorns 
in their ſides, and the Proud be thrown 
down to the bottom of contempt. The 
Slothful ſhall miſerably deplore their loſt 
time, and languiſh with grief for their 
ſtupid negligence. 
IV 


But, O what horrid pangs ſhall ſeize 
them all, and wound and pierce the very 
center of their Souls! when they ſhall 
ſee themſelves eternally deprived of the 
bright and bliſsful viſion of God. When 
they ſhall ſee themſelves eternally bani- 
ſhed from the ſweet and gracions preſence 
of Jeſus. That God who made them, to 
enjoy his glory 5 that Jeſus who redeem- 
ed them, to be Heirs of his Felicity; then 
ſhall they curſe the day of their birth, 
and the unfortunate Companiors that 
inveigled them to fin. They ſha'i curſe 
this vain deceitful world, and cry out 
with a deſperate enraged fury, Are theſe 
the effeas of thoſe tond deſires, whoſe 
enjoyment we made our chief felicity ? 
Alas! what avail us, now our wanton li- 
berties, and the fugitive pleaſures we 
ſo eagerly purſued? What comfort re- 
ceive we from thoſe empty honours, and 

G faith- 
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faithleſs Riches we ſo highly efteemed ? 
they all are vaniſht away like a ſhadow, 
and as a cloud of ſmoak that's ſcattered 
with the Wind. 
V. 

But the remorſe and puniſhment en- 
dures for ever, and torture our Spirits 
with perpetual anguiſh. Thus ſhall they 
cry, and none regard to hear them; thus 
ſhall they mourn, and none be found to 
pity them: O fad expettance of a de- 
ſolate life ! O drea&ful conſequence of an 
impenitent death ! Eternally to long for 
what they never can enjoy 5 eternally to 
ſuffer what they never can avoid, Bleſ- 
ſed be thy gracious Providence, O God, 
that with ſuch tender care forwarns us 
of our dangers. O ſave us too, dear 
Lord, from all thoſe dangers : Save us 
for thy mercies ſake ; ſave us, and make 
us fearful to do, what when we have done, 
will make us miſerable to ſuffer. Quic- 
ken our apprehenſions of the ruinous et- 
feAs of fin ; and with thy terrible threat- 
nings check our unbridled paſſions, that 
if thy glorious Promiſes move not our 
hearts, the fear, at leaſt of Hell may 
fright us into Heaven. 


The 
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Ine FRATER 


Lord, 1 do confeſs 1 am unworthy 
() of the leaſt of ail thy mercies , ſor 
my wickedne ſes have gone over my head, an 
are a5 a burthen too heavy for me 10 bear + my 
ſpirit is ſorrowful, and'my heart is heavy 3 
my words are ftopt with ſighs, and my plains 
with tears, O let thy Divine Majefty bend 
down thy gracious eye of pity, and forgive 
me my ſins, the unhappy ground of all this 
moe 5, where my miſery hath thus abounted, 
there I:t thy mercy much more abound: Keep 
me, I beſeech thee, from deſpairing of ky 
mercy, or ſlighting thy providence, Thou art 
a skilful Phyfician, and canſt cure all my [a- 
firmities z thou art 4 merciful God, and 
canſt forgive all my ſins: Thou wilt not 
break the Lruiſed reed, nor quench the ſmoake 
ing flax, O Lord, ſpeak pezce always unto 
my Soul, and ſay unto it, 1 am thy Salvation 2 
And this I beg for Feſus Chriſt bis ſake, my 
Lord and Saviour, Amen. 


ME DI- 


Mzevpitration XIII. 


Of the ſtate of the Godly. 


2 Pet. 1. 3. According as bis Divine Pow- 
er hath given unto us all things that pertain 
untolife and godlineſs, through the know- 
ledge of him that hath called us w glory 
and veriue, 


1 
wW HY do you mourn, you Children 


of the Light, to whom belong the 
Promiſes of Bliſs ? Who feed on the 
pleaſant fruits of Piety, and the conti- 
nual feaſt of a good Conſcience 5 who 
taſte already the ſweetneſs of hope, and 
hereafter ſhall be ſatisfied with the ful- 
neſs of fruition. What can moleft your 
happy ſtate, whom the God of Glory has 
choſen for himſelf ; whom he has adopt- 
ed into his own Family, and deſign'd for 
Heirs of the Kingdon of Heaven ; that 
blefſed Kingdom, where all delights a- 
bound, and ſorrow and tears are banifht 
quite away, 
I, 


Part 2. Of the ſtate of, &c, 145 


HH. 

Where none are (lick, grow old, or 
die, but flouriſh in health, and youth, 
and immortal life « where none are per- 
plext with cares or fears, but dwell fe- 
cure and free for ever; where we no 
more ſhall be ſubject to chance, no more 
he expos'd to the danger of tentation 3 
where we no more thall be croft by o- 
thers :- no more d ſquieted by our own 
paſons 3 but a ſerene tranqui'ity per- 
petually within u*, and innumerable joys 
all round about us. 

HE :* 

Joy in the excellency of our glorified 
bodies 3 Joy in the perfettions of our en- 
larg'd Souls ; Joy in the ſweet ſociety of 
Saints 3 and joy in the glorious company 
of Angels ; joy in the raviſhing ſight of 
our beloved Jeſus; joy in the bliſsful 
union with the adored Deity . All ſhall 
be joy and love. and peace, and all en- 
dure for eternal Ages. Let then the 
impenitent Sinner be frighted with fear, 
and the obdurate heart break aſunder 
with grief; but for the hopeful Inno- 
cent, let them be glad, and the Seryants 
of Jeſus rejoyce and ſing. 

"hs... 

Sweet is the yoke of thy love, O Lord, 

and light the-burthen of thy Commands; 
G 3 but 
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but O, how far mere rich are thy faith- 
ful Promiſes! How infinitely greater thy 
glorious Reward,! When every Vertue 
thaſl wear its proper Crown, and ſhine 
with a Diadem fit for its own head : The 
himble there tha!) be highly exalted, 
and the poor in ſpirit prefer'd to be 
Kings ; the meek ſhatl poſleſs that Holy 
Land, and the mourners be comforted 
with eternal Refreſhments ; the clean of 
heart ſhall ſee the God of Purity; and 
the lovers of Peace have the priviledge of 
his Chiluren, 
; 

They who hunger and thirſt after 
H-aven ſhall be filed, and the merciful 
enteriain'd with the. embraces of mercy :; 
They who ſuftzr Perſecution ſhall abun- 
dantly be rewarded, and enlightners of 
others ſhine bright as the Stars: They 
who relinquiſh any thing for God, ſhall 
receivea hundred fold, and all the Juft 
be in Glory for ever. Then ſhall they 
bleſs the true Friend that reproved them, 
and the charitable hand that aſfſifted to 
their Happineſs: They fhall bleſs the 
provident mercies of their God, and fing 
aloud the viQtories of his Graces, ls this 
the effe ts of thoſe little pains we took ? 
Are theſe the repairs for thoſe petty loſ- 


ſes we ſuffer'd ? Happy we, who denied 
our 
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our ſelves Toys, and now are advanced 
to) theſe high Felicities, 
VI. 

Millions of years ſhall paſs away, and 
0:7 Glory ſha!l ſeem but then to begin : 
Millions of millions ſhall paſs away, and 
our Glory ſhall be no nearer its end. 
Thus ſhall they all rejoyce and none di- 
ftarb them: Thns ſhall they fing, and 
all the Heavens joyn with them. O ſweet 
exp=Aance of a pious life ! O happy con- 
ſ:quence of a holy death ! Etcrnaily to 
be freed from whatever can afia ! Eter- 
rally to enjoy whatever can delight! We 
ſhall hereafter adore thy bleſſed Self, and 
fingeternally the wonders of thy Glory. 

V 


Bleft be thy gracious Provicence, O 
God, that with ſo large a bounty wooes 
us to our happineſs > wones us in a way 
we are fo apt to b= taken ; the love of 
our ſelves, and our own great intereſt, 
as thou haſt prepar'd ſuch Felicities for 
us O may thy grace prepare us for 
them! O may this beft of works take up 
all our time! At leaft, take up the bett 
of our time, at leaft every morning, let 
us renew our hope, and cloſe the even- 
Ing with the ſame ſweet thoughts ; let 
us not faint, and we ſurely ſhall ſee a 
proſperous iſſue out of all our ſorrows. 

G4: Still 
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Still let us labour, till let us ſuffer : 


our troubles are ſhort, and our joys 
eternal, 


IM FRAYTER, 


S Et-rnal God, my heart and my tongue - 
ſhall always praiſe thee, and gloriſie 
thy boly Name ; thy loving kindneſs is better 
than life is jelf. O let the day-ſpring of thy 
favour, viſit me from on hish, that 1 myy 
ſeek thee with an early Devotion, and purſue 
after thee with a conſtant and an ative in- 
duſtry, now while it is called to day, before 
be night cometh wherein no Man can work, 
O when ſhall | come and appear before thee ! 
Fh:n fhall 1 come and bebold 1hy ſpacious 
Courts, where thou art attended with milli- 
ons of Angels and beautified Spirits! 0 give 
me thy belp, that I going tbrough this vale of 
miſery, the pools may be filled with water, 
my beart and my eyes may run over with tears 
of Repentance, ang overflow with ſorrow and 
contrition for my fans, that 1 may be prepar'd 
with faith and rep-nance, as with a wed- 
ding garment, againſt the time that thou, 0 
Lord, ſhalt call for me out of this finſul 
World, ard in the mean while, ler me fly from 
fin as from a ſerpent, and from unrigbicouſ- 
xeſs as from a cockatrice; and above all things 
ſeek thy Glory, that when this mortal _ n 
ende 
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ended, 1 may then be made a Partaker of Im- 
mortality, and life eternal, in thy moſt bleſed 
and glorious Kingdom, Amen, 


MEeEDiTatioN XIV. 
The Souls Choice. 


Plal. 62. 5, My Soul, wait thou only upon 
God, for my bope is in him, 


I. 
(CY now my Soul and chuſe 5 for 


Life and Death are ſet before 
thee; Chuſe while: thy gracious Lordal- 
lows thee day, left the night of darke 
neſs overtake thy negle&; Chuſe, but 
remember thy Eternity is concerned 3 
and examine <'re thou make*ft thy re» 
lolve : Call all the pleaſures of the World 
before thee, and ask. if any of them 
be worth ſuch pains? Ask if the vain 
forbidden-things thou loveſt deſerve thy 
afteQtions better than thy Maker. 

I. 
Are they more worthy in themſelves, 
or beneficial to thee, that thou canft pre- 
3 fer 
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fer them before thy Redeemer ? Do'ft 
thou expe{t to be quiet by enjoying 
them ? Or everlaſtingly happy by their 
procurement ? Will they protet thee at 
the hour of Death, or plead thy Cauſe 
at the day of Judgment ? O-no ! They 
but deceive me with a ſmiling look, 
which I too often have proved by dear 
experience; *tis Heaven alone that yields 
a true content; 'tis Heaven alone that 
vlls us with delight. 
; Il. 

Take then away your flatteries, falſe 
World, and leave me free for better 
thoughts: Turn thou thy face to me,dear 
Feſu, and keep mine eyes fill turn'd to- 
wardsthee, that E may look continually 
on thy glorious Beauty, and be raviſht 
for ever with the charms of thy ſweet- 
neſs, *Tisthee, chaſte Spouſe of Souls, 
'tis thee alone I chuſe, and dedicate my 
ſelf entirely to thy Service. Thou art 
my fole and abſolute Lord ; be thou my 
part and inheritance for ever. But, O- 
my deareſt Lord, do thou chuſe me, and 
guide my uninftrutted Soul to chuſe thee. 
© make me chule to love thee till I come 
to ſee thee ; and then I am(ſure I cannot 
Ehuſe but love thee. 


IV. 
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IV. 

Here we, alas ! move ſlowly in the 
dark, led on by the argument of things 
not ſeen + but did we clearly ſee what we 
ſay we believe, we ſoon ſhould change 
the courſe of our lite: Diq we but ſee 
the damned in their flames, or hear 
them cry in the midft of their torments, 
how ſhould we fear to follow them in 
their fins, which we know have plunged 
them into all thoſe miſeries ? How ſhould 
we ſtrive againſt the next temptation, 
and caft about to avoid the dangers, did 
we but ſee the glorious Angels, and all 
the Spirits of juſt Men made perfed ? 
How ſhould we ftudy the Art of Happi- 
neſs, and firive to imitate their good 
Examples ? How ſhould we ſeek all oc- 
caftons of Improvement, and make it 
our buſineſs to work out our Salvation ? 


V. 

Nay, did our Faith but firmly believe 
what we every one recite in the Apo- 
ſtle's Creed, what would we do to attain 
thoſe Joys ? What would we not do to 
eſcape thofe Sorrows? Would half an hour 
be too long to pray ? Or once a Week to 
hear a Sermon ? Would the pardon of 
an injury be too hard a Law, or the 
making reſtitution too dear a Price ? 
Durſt we return to our ſins again ? Or 
ſpend 
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ſpend our time in idleneſs and folly ? 
Yet is all this as ſure as if we ſaw it, and 
would move us much if we ſeriouſly con- 
fider'd it. 

VI. 

If we confider*d what I'm ſure we be- 
heve, we ſhould never live as I'm ſure 
we do. Which of us doubts but e're 
long we ſhall all be duſt ? Yet which of 
us livesas if we thought to die ? Pity, O 
gracious Lord, the frailties of thy Ser- 
vants, and ſuft-er not our blindneſs to 
lead us into ruin. Supply our want of 
ſight by a lively Faith, and ftrengthen 
our Faith by thy powerful grace : Make 
us remember *tis no Childrens ſport, to 
gain or loſe the Kingdom of Heaven : 
Make us chuſe wiſely, and purſue our 
choiſe, and uſe as well the means, as 
like the end. 

VILE 

O fet thou right the biaſs of our 
hearts, that in all our motions we may 
draw off from the World : That we may 
ftill incline towards thee, and reft at laft 
in thy holy Preſence. Thou art our 
Lord, and we will ſerve thee in fear 5 
thou art our God, and we will love thee 
in hope : What will it profit us to gain 
the whole world, and loſe our vwn Souls ? 
Or, what ſhall we give in exchange for 
our Souls ? The 
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The-PRAYER. 


God, whoſe wiſe Government ve- 

ſerves Eternal Foys for thoſe which 
love thee and keep thy Commanaments 5 
thy Providence bath ſo erder'd and com- 
manded , that the inordinate effetions of 
every one ſhall be his puniſhment : For as 
we ſow, ſo ſhall we reap, and as the tree 
falls, ſo ſbaÞ it lie, Thy Grace, O Lord 
is the ſeed of Glory, and Sin the root of 
Mifery : He that ſows in tbe Fleſh, ſhall 
reap Corruption, and be 1bat ſows in the 
ſpirit life everlaſting. O my Soul, how 
many thouſands have been ſurpriz'd in the 
midſt of their fins, and burried away in- 
to everlaſting Sorrows ?+ And we, alas 
bow many times have we been guilty , 
and yet our God has ſpar'd us. O my In» 
dulgent Saviour | no other reaſon can | 
give why I am not miſerable, but that thou 
art merciful, Bleſſed be thy Patience that 
endnres ſo long, and blefſed be thy Grace 
that delivers at laſt, O bleſſed be my God, 
and bleſſed be thy Providence for ever, 
which ſo plentifully furniſhes with rules 
of Grace and Veritue, and ſo ſafely guides 
all thoſe ſouls tro H:ppineſs, who chuſe rs 
live under thy ſweet Government. As thou 
baſt ſhewn us the way, Lord give us flrength 
ro 
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to willk in it, and bring us in the end to 
tby eternal Reft. Make us ſeriouſly to refle& 
on every line we repeat, and love Truth when 
z3t moſt reproves us > make u4 labour to cor- 
ret every errour of our lives, and always 
humsly implore thy gracions Aſſiſtance, through 
Feſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen, 


__ 
ow. 


The end of the ſecond Part. 
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New-Year's-Gift. 
FARE 
MEDITATION |. 
On the Lords Day. 
Pal. 118.. 24+ This is the day which the 
Lord bath mad:, we will rejoyce and be 
glad in it. 


F. 
Ehold the Angels aſſembled in their 
Quires, and the bleſſed Saints ready 
with their Hymns ; behold the Church 
prepares her Solemn Offices, and ſum= 
mons 
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mons all her Children to bring in their 
Praiſes; the King of Heaven himſelf in- 
Vires us, and graciouſly calls us into his 
own preſence. He bids us ſuſpend our 
mean employments in the World, to re- 
ceive the honour of treating with him, 
To him we owe all the days of our life 
at leaſt; let us pay this one to his Ser- 
vice ; a Service ſo ſweet and eaſle in it 
ſelf, and o infinitely rich in its eternal 
rewards. Let us chearfully aſcend to the 
Houſe of our Lord, the place he has 
choſen for our ſakes todwell in; let us 
reverently fall down and kneel before 
the Lord our Maker, who comes in Per- 
ſon to meet our Prayers. 
IL. 

Welcome, bleft day, wherein the Son 
of Juſtice aroſe, and chaſed away the 
clouds of Fear ; welcome thou Birth-day 
of our Hopes, a day of Foy and publick 
refreſhment, a day of holineſs and ſv- 
lemn Devotion, a day of reſt and uni- 
verſal Jubilee. Welcome to us and our 
dark World; and may thy radiant Name 
ſhine bright for ever. May all the earth 
be enlightned with thy beams, and every 
frozen heart diffolve and flog. 

II. 

This is the day which our Lord has 

made; let us be glad and rejoyce there- 
in, 
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in. Thisis the day he has ſanAified to 
himſelf, and called by his own moft holy 
Name, that in it we may meet to a- 
dore his Greatnefs, and admire the wor- 
ders of his infinite Power 5 that we may 
remember his innumerable Mercies, and 
deeply imprint them 1n the centre of our 
Hearts that we may viſit his Temple, 
and humbly preſent our ſelves at his 
Holy Table, where the Memory of our 
Saviour's Love is continually renewed, 
and his Sufferings always to be had in 
Remembrance, 
IV. 

Worthy art thou, O Lord, of all our 
Time, worthy the Praiſes of all t 
Creatures 3 every moment of our Life 
is bound to bleſs thee, fince every Mo- 
ment ſubſifts by thy Goodneſs. Shall 
others labour ſo much for Vanity, and 
ſhall we not reft for the Service of our 
God ? ſhall we employ the whole Wcrk 
on our ſelves, and nor offer in gratitude 
one Day to thee ? to thee, who beftow- 
eft on us all we have, and witt give us 
hereafter more than we hope ?- 


O gracious Lord,whoſe Mercy accepts 
ſuch ſlender Payment as our Poverty 
affords, whoſe Bounty grants ſo libe- 
rally to us, and retains fo ſmall a = 
or 


158 On the Lord's Day. Part 3. 


for thy ſelf; O make us faithfully v5- 
ſerve our Duty, and render ſo exaGtly 
the Tribute we owe to thee, that pals- 
ing ſtili thy Days to thy Honour, we 
may end our own in thy Favour : For 
thou haſt created all things, O Lord, for 
the uſe of Man, and Man for the Enjoy- 
ment of thy ſelf. | 
VI. 

When the Harveit - Sun provides a 
Cloud, and ſeems to reſt his wearied 
Beams, he ſeeks not to ſave the Jour- 
ney of his Light, bur only ſpares the 
Reapers Head : Much leſs ſeekeſt thou, 
O Lord, who m29'f the Sun, an inſpi- 
reft all Creatures to repreſent thy Boun» 
ty, much leſs ſeekeft thou, by the Re» 


ſerve of a Day, to procure thy own 
Repoſe. Thou who createdit all things 
by a Word of thy Mouth, and fuſtaineſt 
them in thy Hand without feeling any 
weight; who governefſt the whole World 
without perplexing thy Thoughts, and 
always remaineft the ſame unchangeable 


fulneſs. 
VII. 

*Tis not to increaſe thine own Eter- 
nity, that thus thou tak'ft a portion of 
our Time, thy goodneſs friendly bears 
the Name, but intends for usall the Pro- 
fit of the Day ; that the wearied Hands 

may 
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may be relieved with Reft, and enabled 


to lift themſelves up to thee; that the * 


ignorant Minds may be taught thy Truth, 
and learn the way to everlaſting Happi- 
nefs; that the love-prepared Souls may 
approach thy Table, and feaft their 
Hopes with that delicious Banquet ; that 
ali may ſpeak to thee by Prayer, and 
hear thy Voice by the Mouth of their 
Paſtors. 
VIII. 

O bleſſed Lord, what excellent Arts 
has thy Wiſdom invented to bring us to 
thy ſelf! thou quickneſt our AﬀeCtions, 
and ftrengthneft our Faith by thy pub» 
lick Aſſemblies, and improveft our Cha- 
rity one towards another, while we all 
meet together for the ſame bleft end, 
and by mutual Refleftions encreaſe our 
Fervours, Happy, thrice happy they, 
O merciful God, whom thy Providence 
has favour'd with all theſe Bleſſings,who 
freely may enter thy Holy SanQuuary, 
and ſing aloud their Praiſes to thy Name, 
who every Day may wait in thy preſence, 
and there ſecurely adore thy Perſon. 

Es 

Where thou art pleaſed to deny theſe 
Mercies, refuſe not, O Lord, to extend 
thy Grace 5 that at laſt we may build a 
little Chappel in our Hearts, and Con- 
ſecrate 
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our Souls with thy chaſte Love, no far- 


ther Motives ſhall we need todraw us,nor © 
other Tempte to addreſs onr Prayers ; 


lince every Place where thou art not is 
unholy, and where thou art is Joy and 
Peace. 
þ 

Shew us thy ſelf, O glorious Jeſu, 
and in thee we fhall behold all we can 
wiſh: Only ſo much we beg to conceive 
of thy Majeſty, as may move our Hearts 
to ſeek thee ; only ſo much of thy un- 
approachable Deity, as may guide our 
Souls to find thee. Bat, O thou glori- 
ous God of Truth, in whom the Trea- 
ſures of Knowledg are laid up, unlefs 
thou draw the Curtain from before our 
Eyes, and drive away the Clouds that 
intercept our Sight, never ſhall we ſee 
thoſe heavenly Myfteries, nor diſcern the 
Beauty of thy Providence. 


be 
Why ſhould we thus negle@ that Sa- 
cred Science, and be buſte in every thing 
but our own Salvation ? Why ſhould we 
forſake the real Subftance, to embrace 
an empty Fancy ? Has the Almighty 
Goodneſs made all things for us, and ſhall 


we do nothing for him, or our m—_ 


I”: 
ſecrate our ſelves entirely to thee. Re | 
thou but preſent, gracious God, and fill ! 


ns was ra ©, — 
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if we may not know thee clearly now, 
let us know ſo-ſar, that we may long to 
know farther: If we cannot love thee 
perfcCtly in this Life, ler ns love fo 
much, that we defire to love more. $0 
let us know and love thee here, O thou 
Soveraign Bliſs of our Souls, that we 
hereafter may know thee hetter, and 
ove thee more to all Eternity. 


The PRAYER. 


[. 

() Glorious Feſu | in whom we live, 

and without whom we die, mortifie 
in us all ſenſual Defires, and quicken our 
Hearts with thy holy Love, that we no lon- 
ger efteem the Vanities of this World, but 
place our Aﬀe@ions entirely on thee, who didſt 
die for our Sins, and roſe again for our Fu- 


tification, O thou our only Hope and Por- 


tion fn the Land of the living, may our 
Thoughts and -Diſcourſes ſtill be of thee, our 
Works and Sufferings all for thee. 

II 


Open thou our Eyes, O Lord, that we may 
ſee the Beauty of thy Commands, how wiſe 
and ſweet in themſelves, how neceſſary and 
beneficial to us while they improve our fe- 
licity bere, and entitle us to that of hereaf- 
ter. Guidethon our Lives, O gracious Lord, 

| in 
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in the ways of thy Precepts ; that by obſerv. 
ing faithfully thoſe excellent Rules, we may 
all be everywhere bappy. 

oo! 


Thither, O my Soul, let us ſtill be going, 
where once 10 arrive, is always to beat reſt ; 
there let ns dwell already in Hope, where 
once 10 enjoy, us always 10 be happy 3; fince 
whate're we deſire, we are ſure to bave, and 
whate'er we have, can never be taken from 
us, Let ws believe, and obey, and ſuffer; 
let us read, and meditate, and pray. Hea- 
wven's 4 Reward worth all our Pains; for 
which Place fit us, O Lord, andbring us 10, 
” for thy Son Feſus Chriſt's ſake, our only Lord 
and Saviour. 


MEeDirarTion LI. 
Of the Joys of Heaven. 


1 Cor. 2,9. Eye bath not ſeen, noy ear 
hear, neither hath it emred into the 
heart of man, the thinss which God bath 
prepared for them that love him, - 


I. 
Lefſed be thy gracious Wiſdom, O 
Lord, that ſo mercifully ftoops to 
our low Conceits : Under theſe veils, 
thou 
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thou hid'f thoſe glorious Myfteries, too 
high and ſpiritual for our Flefh and 
Blood: Thou hid'ſt, or rather fo re- 
vealeſt thy ſublime Rewards, to take us 
with things we moſt admire. Scepters 
and Crowns thou knoweft are apt to win 
the Hearts of us thy Children; Chilb 
dren alas, too truly in uſeful Know- 
ledge ; O that we were ſo in Love and 
Duty! What is a drop of Water to the 
boundleſs Ocean, or a Grain of Duft to 
this vaſt Globe ? Such, O my God, and 
infinitely leſs, are the richeft Kingdoms 
here below, ſhould we compare their 
moſt pompous ſtate to the meaneft de» 
gree in the Court of Heaven. 
we” 

When thou haft fed us a while with 
Milk, thou invireſt our Appetite to 
Rronger Meat. Thou tellft us of a ſweet 
delicions Life, in the bleft Society of 
Saints and Angels, with whom we ſhall 
dwcll in perpetual Frieniſhip, and be 
lov'd and eReem'd by tzcm all for ever. 
Thou telPk us of a pure Soul-raviſhing 
Joy; to behold the amiable Face of Je- 
lus, whoſe gracious Smiles ſhine round 
about, and fill the Heavens with holy 
Gladneſs, Thou tclV'ft us ftill of incom» 
parably higher Delights. Hearken, O 
my Soul, and humbly adore thy God, 

whoſe 
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whoſe Bounty has provided thee large 


Rewards, fince they are no leſs than his 
very ſelf; himſelf ke will clearly unveil 
before ns, and openly ſhzw us that great 
Secret, | 

III. 


 O happy ſecret, .if once at laft attain- 
ed, if once we but ſee the Face of our 
God. What is it, glorious Lord, to 
ſee thy Face, but to know thee as thou 
art in thine own bleft Being? to know 
the Immenſity of thy ſabſiſting Eſſence, 
and the infinite Excellence of all thy 
Attributes; to know the Power of the 
Eternal Father, and the Wiſdom of the 
increated Son: To know the Goodn«ſs 
of the Holy Ghoft, and the incompre- 
henſible Glories of the undivided Tri- 
nity. - et 
* R 

This,. O my Soul, is the top of Hap- 
pineſs; this is the Supreme Perfettion 
of our Nature : This, this aloce is the 
Aim of our Being, the Hope and End 
of all our Labours. When we are come 
to this, we ſhall preſently reft, and our 
ſatisfied Deſires reach no farther. We 
ſhall be filled with over-flowing Bliſs, 
and our utmoſt Capacities hold no more, 
but in one AR of Joy be eternally fixt ; 


and that one Att ſpring freſh for A” | 
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V. 

Ariſe, my Soul, to thee theſe Joys 
b-long 3. ariſe, and advance thy ſelf on 
highz leave here below all earthly 
thoughts, and fly away with the Wings 
of thy Spirit ; fly to that glorious Land, 
of Promiſe, and gladly ſalute thoſe Hea- 
venly Regions, Hail happy Paradice of 
pure Delights, thou beauteous garden 
of never-fading Flowers ! Hail bleft So- 
ciety of beatified Spirits, who perpetu- 
ally contemplate the eternal Deity 5 hail, 
and for ever may your Glories grow, 
till they riſe ſo high they can grow no 
more, We hope one Day to come up 
to you, an4 be placed to ſing in your 
holy Quires. We hope to know all 
things produc'd, we hope to know that 
all-producing Cauſe. | 

VI. 

O what a Fire of Love will it kindle 
in our Heart, when we ſhall: ſee theſe 
ſhining Myfteries! When our great God, 
like a burning Mirror, ſhall ftrike his 


Prightneſs on the Eyes of our Soul! Q- 


what exceſſive Joy will that Love pro- 
duce! a love fo violently defiring, and 
ſo fully atisfied ; when our Capacities 
ſhall be ftretcht to the utmoſt, and the 
rich abounding Objea fill and over- 
flow them. O what proſound Repoſe 

H will 
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will that Joy beget ! a Joy ſo infinitely 
high, and ſo etetnally ſecure! when in 
an amorous languiſhment, we ſhall ſweet- 
ly diffolve into that bliſsful Union with 
our firſt beginning 5 when without lo- 
{ing what we are, we ſhall become even 
what he is; we ſhall take part in all his 
Joys, and ſhare in the Glories of all his 
Heaven, 
VII. 

O what divine and raviſhing Words 
are theſe ! how gently they enter and 
delight my Ear ! how they diffuſe them- 
ſelves over all my Brain, and ftrongly 
penetrate to my very Soul! Methinks 
they tarn to Subſtance as they go, and I 
feel them ſtir and work through all my 
Powers: Methinks they lie as a Cordial 
at my Heart, and ſend forth Spirits to 


.quicken and refrcſh me: There, O my 


Soul, we ſhall reft from alt our Labours, 
which are but the way to all that Hap- 
pineſs; there we ſhall reft from Sin 
and Sorrow, and no longer be troubled 


-with our ſelvesor others; there we ſhall 


ret for ever in the ProteGtion of our 
God, in the Arms and Roſom of our 
deareft Lord. 
VII. 
- O Heaven! the eternal ſource of all 
theſe Joys, and infinitely more, and in- 
finitely 
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finitely greater ! as the Hart pants after 
the Water-Brooks, ſo let my Soul thirſt 
after thee. After thee let me daily ſigh 
and mourn, and with a fixt and longing 
Eye look up, and ſay, When, O my God, 
ſhall I fit at the Fountain-head, and 
drink my fill of thoſe living Streams ! 
When ſhall I be inebriated with that 
Torrent of Pleaſures, which ſprings for 
ever from thy glorious Throne ! O that: 
my Days were brought to an end ! How 
is the Time of my Pilgrimage prolong- 
ed? Why am I ftill deteined in this val- 
ley of Tears ? ftill wandering up and 
down in this Wilderneſs of Dangers ? 
Come thou, ſweet Jeſu, my only Hope, 
and ſure Deliverer out of all my Sor- 
rows. Come thou, and here begin to 
dwell in my Heart, and fit me for the 
Life I ſhall lead hereafter: Come, O 
my deareft Lord, and prepare my Soul 
for thee 3; and then, when thou pleaſeſt, * 
take it to thy ſelf. Never can we ſay 
too much of this glorious Subje&, never 
can we think enough of the Felicities 
of Heaven. IX, 

Who will give me the Wings of a 
Dove, that I may fly away and be at 
reſt ; that I may fly away from the 
Troubles of this Life, and be at Reft, 
dear Lord, with thee ? Here we, alas ! 
I 4 are 
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are forc'd to ſigh, and bear with Grief 
the Burden of our Miſeries; often we 
encounter Chances that endanger us, 
and divert our Progreſs in the way to 
Bliſs : Often we are aſſaulted wich Tem- 
ptations that overcome us, and ſet us 
back in the counts of Eternity, How 
many Times, O my Soul, have we plain- 
ly concluded that this Earth affords no 
real Joys! how many Times have we 
fully agreed, that Heaven alone is the 
Place of Happineſs ! 

X 


Yet do theſe falſe Allurements again 


deceive us, and ſteal away our Hearts 


to dote upon Folly : Yet do inconftant 
we forget our Reſolves, and wretchedly 
neglect our Felicity. O thou vittori- 
ous Conqueror of Sin and Death ! do 
thou aſhft us in this dangerous War-fare: 
O thou benign Refreſher of diftreſſed 
Spirits, do thou relieve us in this tedi- 
ous Pilgrimage, Make us ftill thirft 
and ſigh after thee, the living Fountain 
of Life-giving Streams: Make us de- 
ſpiſe all other Delights, and ſet our Af- 
fefions entirely on thy Joys ; ſince no- 
thing, Lord, can ſatisfie our Souls but 
thee, O let our Souls ſeek nothing but 
thee ; all is nnquiet here, till we come to 
thee,and repoſe at laſt in the Kingdom of 
Peace, The 


Part 3. Of theFoys of Heaven, 169 


The PRAYER. 


Gloricus God ' thy infinite Perfefti- 

ons cauſe us to admire thee, and thy 
bountecus Promiſes engage us to hope in thee 3 
ty incemparable Beauty raviſhes our Hearts, 
ard the Foy thou haſt prepared for us, tan- 
ſcends all our Wiſhes: Vouchſafe, O Lord, 
we beſcech thee, to wean us from this World, 
and fit us for the other. Into thy Bands, 
O Lord, we commend our Spirits, for thou 
haſt redeemed us, O Lord, thou God of 
Truth, Preſerve us, O Lord, as the Apple 
of thine Eye ; and under the Shadow of thy 
Wings prote us, - Save us, O Lord, wak- 
ing, and defend us ſi-eping, that we may 
watch with Chriſt, and reſt in Peace : Keep 
#43, O Lord, this Day and Night without 
Sin; and grant that we may by the Aid of 
thy Son Feſus Chriſt's Intercefion for us, 
obrain thy Grace to riſe from our Intquines, 
Through the ſame Jeſus Chrift our Lord. 
Amen, 


Part 3, 


Mzvr1iTtarion III. 
On Meekneſs. 


Matth.5.5. Bleſſed are the meek, for they 
ſhall inherit the earth. 


I. 
Ive me, O Lord, the Innocence of 
| Doves, and fill my Soul with thy 
mild Spirit 5 then ſhall I need none of 
their Wings, fince Heaven itſelf will 
dwell in my Heart. *Tis on the proud 
thou look'ſt afar off, but inclineft thine 
Far to the humble and meek 3 who de- 
tight in the Peace of a contented Mind, 
and limit their Thovghts to their own 
little ſphear ; never intermedling with 
the Actions of others, unlefs where Rea- 
ſon and Charity engage 'em ; but their 
belov'd Employment is to fit in filence, 
and think on the Happineſs they expe 
hereafter, to meditate the Joys of 
Saints and Angels, and the bliſcful Vi- 
fion of the Face of Jeſus, 
. II. 
Meekneſs, indeed, is the Heaven of 
this 
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this Life but the Heaven of Heavens, 

O Lord, is above with thee. Mecknelſs. 
may qualifie our Miſeries here, and 

make our Time paſs gentler away ;/ but 

to be fully happy, we muft ſtay till here- 

after 3 till thy Mercy bring us to our 

laſt great End, that glorious end, for 

which our Souls are made, and all things 
elſe to ſerve them in their Way ; where 
thoſe who are meek and humble of 
Heart, ſhall find Eternal Reft unto their 

own bleſt Souls. 

Hi. 

*Tis not to ſport our Time in Plea- 
ſures, that thou, O Lord, haft plac'd 
us here. *Tis not to gain a fair Eſtate” 
that thy Kindneſs ſtill prolongs our Days; 
but to do good to our ſelves or others, 
and glorifie their improving thy Crea- 
tures ; to increaſe every day our Jong- 
ing Deſires, of beholding thee in thine 
own bright ſelf. Though thy Throne of 
State beeſtabliſht above, and the Splen- 
dors of thy Glory ſhine only on the 
Bleſſed 3 yet dwell, O Lord, here in the 
Centre of our Souls, to witneſs all our. 
Thoughts, and judge exattly cur moft 
ſecret Intents, In our Devotions thou 
noteſt our Carriage, and regardeft with 
what Attention we recite our Prayers, 


H4. IV. 
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: IV. 

O glorious Lord, whoſe infinite ſweet- 
neſs provokes and ſatisfies all our Appe- 
tites; may my entire Aﬀeions delight 
in thee, above all the vain Enjoyments 
of this World; ahove all Praiſe and 


empty Honour, above all Beauty and 


fading Pleaſure, above all Health and 
deceitful Riches, above all Power and 
ſubtleft Knowledge, above even all thy 
own Bounty can give, and whatever is 
not thy very ſelf. O make us ſo happy, 
to have thee our God always near us, 


to guide our Lives in the Ways of thy 


Commandments. 
" v, 

Thy all-ſeeing Eye runs to and fro, 
and beholds our AQGions here in the 
World, If we in ſecret oppreſs the 
Poor, or by private Alms relieve their 
Wants : If in our Hearts we murmur 
at the Rich, or live contented with our, 
little Portion ; whate're we do, he per- 
fealy 228 us; where ere we are, he is 
ſure to be with us. Why, O thou S0+ 


| veraign Lord of Heaven, why doft thou 


ftoop thus low thy glorious Eye ? what 
canſt thou find that here deſerves 
thy Sight, among the Trifles of this 
empty World! What canft thou find 
aJas, that ſhould not fear thy Sight, 
among 
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among the Follies of our Vitious 
Lives ? 
VI 


*Tis not thy ſelf, O Lord, thou ſeek» 
eft to ſatisfie, but all thy Defign is for 
our Advantage. Thou graciouſly ftand- 
eft by to ſee us work, that thine awful 
Eye may quicken our Diligence 3 thou 
art ſtill at hand to relieve our Wants, 
that ſo friendly a nearneſs may increaſe 
our Confidence. Thou appeareft ftill 
ready to puniſh onr Sins, that the ſhake 
of thy Rod may prevent our Miſeries. 
Sure, O. my God, thy Favours muft 
needs be ſweet, ſince even thy Threat- 
nings have ſo much Mercy. Sure we 
muſt needs be worſe than blind, if to 
the Face of Heav'n we dare be 
wicked, 

VII. 

Henceforth, O gracious Lord , as 
Children freely play in the indulgent 
Preſence of their tender Father , ſo 
make us ftill, with humble Boldneſs, re- 
Joyce before thee our merciful Creator : 
And as new-pardoned Subjc&s juſtly fear 
the angry Brow of their offended Prince; 
ſo let our oft-torgiven Souls continually 
tremble to provoke the Wrath of thy 
dread Majeſty, O temper thus our 
Love with Reyerence, and thus allay our 
H 5 Hope 
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Hope with Fear: For all things lie 

open to thine all-ſeeingEye,and all things 

are naked to thee, to whom we ſpeak, 
VII. 

O may my wearied Soul repoſe in thee, 
the Home and Centre of Eternal Reſt! 
May I forget my ſelf, to think of thee, 
and ill my Memory with the Wonders 
of thy Love, that infinite Love, which 
when my T houghts conlider, not as they 
ought, alas, bat as Lam able, the Guods 
or Ilis of this World loſe their Name, 
and yield not either Reliſh or Diftaft, 
O my adored Jeſus ! let me love thee 
always, becauſe from Erernity thou haft 
loved me 5 Olet me love thee only gra- 
cions God, becauſe thou alone deſerveſt 
all my Heart, always and only let me 
lave thee, O Lord, ſince always my Hope 
is only in thee, 


The PRAYER. 


God, whoſe gracious Providence has 

particulerly ordained the Spirit of 
Meekneſs, to waft us ſafely through the 
rurbulent Sea of this World, 10 our Haven 
of Bliſs Voucbſafe, we beſeech thee, 1hat 
the clear Experience we every Day make of 
our own Weakneſs and Vanity, may ſo diſpoſe 
ws for this precious Veriue, that our _— 
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be never diſcompoſe{ with Paſffon, nor our 
Tongues break forth into violent E xpreſf- 
ons, but our Temper be almays preſerved, 
let the World flir how "twill about us, calm- 
and regular, and as becomes thoſe, all whoſe 
Powers are p:ſsſt with the Foys of Heaven, 
and apt to feel in every thing only the ſwees 
Impulſes of Hope and Charity rbrough our 
Lord Feſus Chrift thy Son, who with thee, . 
and the Foly Ghoft, lives and reigns one 
God, World without end, Amen, 


Mz Ditrartrion IV. 
Oz the Creation.. 


Gen. 1. t. In thebeginning God created the 
heavens and the earth, 


I. 

Et-us with Reverence appear before 

the Majefty of Heaven, and hum» 

ble our ſelves in the preſence of his Glo» 
ry: Let us bring forth our Pſalms of 
Praiſe, and fing with Joy to our great 
Creator : He made us,not we our ſ{elyes,. 
and freely beſtowed upon us, all the reſt. 
of his Creatures, to engage our Hearts 
to. 
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to love his Goodneſs, and admire the 
Riches of his infinite Bounty 3; our Bo- 
dies he framed of the Duft of the Earth, 
and gave us a Soul after his own Like- 
neſs; a Soul which all created Nature 
cannot fill, nor any thing below his own 
immenſity, For himſelf he made us, 
and for his glorious Kingdom ;3 that we 
might dwell with him in perfe&@ Bliſs, 
and fing his Praiſes for ever. 
Il. 

Too glorious art thou, O Lord, in 
thy ſelf. and thy dire&t Ray ſhines too 
bright for our Eyes; yet may we ven- 
ture to praiſe thee in thy Works, and 
contemplate thee, at leaſt, refle&ted 
from thy Creatures: In them we may 
ſafely behold our mighty Maker, and 
freely admire the Magnificence of our 
God. Heaven and Earth are full of his 
Greatneſs: Heaven and Earth were 
created by his Power : From him all the 
Hoſt of Heaven received their Being : 
from him they have the Honour to aſhft 
in his Preſence, 

III. 

He kindled Warmth and Brightneſs 
in the Sun, and beauteouſly garniſht the 
Firmament with Stars: He ſpread the 
Air, and ftor'd it with Flocks of Birds : 
He gather'd the Waters, and egtenilts 
them 
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them with Shoals of Fiſhes : He efta- 


e i 

0 & bliſht the Earth on a firm Fuundation, 
1, and richly adorn'd it with innumerable 
_ Varieties: Every Element is filled with 


e KF His Bleffings, and all the World with his 
n | liberal Mercies: He ſpake the Word, 


;, and they were made; He commands, 
and they are ſtill preſerved : He governs 
;, their Motions in perfe& order, and di- 


{tributes to each its proper Office 5 con- 
triving the whole into one vaſt Ma- 
n chin, a ſpacious T heatre of his own un- 
) limited Greatneſs. 
. : IV. 
1 O glorious Archite&t of Univerſal 
1 Nature! who diſpoſeft all things in 
l number, weight and meaſure! How 
does thy Wiſdom engage us to admire 
thee ! how does thy Goodneſs oblige us 
to love thee ! Not for themſelves alone, 
O gracious God, did thy Hand produce 
: # thoſe happy Spirits} but to receive in 
Charge thy little Flock, and ſafely con- 
duet them to the Folds of Bliſs. Not 
for themſelves at all, O bounteous Lord, 
were the reft of this huge Creation 
framed; but to ſuftain our Lives in tke 
way, and carry us on to our Eternal 
home, 
—_— 
O may our Souls firft praiſe thee for 
: them- 
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themſelves, and imploy their whole 
Powers to improve in thy Service: 
May we praiſe thee, O Lord, for all thy 
Gifts ; but infinitely above all, ftill ya- 
Iue the Giver : May every Bleſſing be a 
Motive of Gratitude, and every Crea- 
ture a ftep of Approach towards thee. 
So ſhall we faithfully obſerve their end, 
and happily at laſt arrive at ours ; uſing 
them only to entertain us here, till our 
Souls be prepar'd for the Life of Hea- 
ven , till they become full ripe for 
thee; and then fly away to thy Holy 
Preſence, 
V1. 

How admirable is thy Name, O Lord, 

over all the Earth ! how wiſe and graci- 


ous the Councels of thy Providence ! 


After thou hadſt thus prepared the 
World, as a Houſe ready furniſht for 
Man to inhabit ; thy mighty Hand fram- 
ed our Bodies of the Duſt, and built 
them in a ſhape of Uſe and Beauty :. 
Thou didft breath into us the Spirit of 
Life, and fit us with Faculties propor- 
tioned to our end; thou gaveſt us a Soul 
to govern our Bodies, and enduedlt us 
with Reaſon to command in our Soul. 
Thou revealed to us a Law for the im- 
provement of our Reaſon, and enableſt 
us by thy Grace to obſerve that _ 


Pa! 
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VII. 
Thou mad'ft us Lords over all thy 
Creatures; but little inferiour to thy 
-lorious Angels, Thou compellett 
whole Nature to ſerve us without Re- 
ward, and invitefſt us to love thee for 
our own Happineſs, Thou deſigneft ns 
an Age of pure Delights, in that ſweet 
and fruitful Garden : Where having led 
a long and pleaſant Life, thou promiſedft 
to tranſplant us to thine own Paradiſe, 
All this thou didft, O glorious God, the 
ful] poſſefſor of Univerſal Bliſs. 
VIII. 

Not for any need thou hadſt of us, 
or the leaft Advantage derived from our 
being : All this thou didft, O infinite 
Goodneſs, the liberal beftower of what 
e're we poſſeſs! not for any Merit , 
alas ! of ours, or the leaft Motive we 
could offer to induce thee } but for thine 
own exceſhive Charity, and the meer In- 
clination of thine own rich Nature ; 
that empty we might receive of thy ful- 
neſs, and be partakers of thy over-flow-- 
ing Bounty. 

IX, 

So ſheds the generous Sun his Beams, 
and freely ſcatters them on every fide ; 
Tuiding all the World with his bounte- 
ous Light, and kindly cheriſhing it my 

13 
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his fruitful Heat. And fo doft thoy, 
and infinitely more, O thou God of in- 
finite more PerfeQions! So we confeſs 
thou doft tous. But we, what Return 
have we made to thee ? have we cor- 
fidered well the End of our Being, and 
faithfully complied with thy purpoſe to 
ſave us? Ah wretched we! we negle@ 
thy holy Rules, and govern our Achons 
by Chance and Humor. We quite for- 
get our God that made us, and fill our 
Heads with Thoughts that undo us. 


Pardon, O gracious Lord, our paſt 
Irgratitude, and mercifully dire@ our 
Time to come ; teach every Paſſage of 
our yet remaining Life, to expreſs an 
Acknowledgment for thy Mercies. O 
make our Senſes ſubject to our Reaſon, 
entirely obedient to thee: O make the 
whole Creation conſpire to thy Honour ; 
and all that depend on thee, joyn to- 
gether in thy Praiſe: This is the only 
Praiſe thou expeQeſt from us, and the 
whole Honour thou requireft of thy 
Creatures, That by obſerving the Or- 
ders thou appointeft here, in this lower 
Region of Motion and Change, we may 
all grow up to be happy hereafter, in 
that State of Permanency and eternal 
Reſt. 

Xl, 
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XI, 

Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and all 
that is within me bleſs his Holy Name. 
Worthy art thon, O Lord our God, to 
receive Glory, and Honour, and Power; 
b-cauſe thou haſt created all things , 
and for thy Will they are and were cre- 
ated. The boundleſs Ocean of being 
cou:d rot contain his Streams, but over- 
flowed upon pure nothing, and behold 
a beauteous World appear'd. Heaven 
and Earth, and all therein, from the 
higheft Angel, to the leaſt grain of duſt; 
altogether the moſt perfe& participati- 
on of his Efſence: He ſpake the Word, 
and they were made ; he but command- 
ed, and they were created. 


The PRAYER. 


Almighty God, the onlyWiſe and Good, 

Creator of the Univerſe, who mad- 
eſt all Corporeal Nature for the uſe of Man, 
and Man for bis own Felicity; enlarge our 
Sculs, we beſeech thee, humbly to admire 
ard adore thy infinite fulneſs of being in thy 
ſelf, and thy immenſe liberaliny of it 10 us, 
and mercifully carry on the whole Creation to 
its end ; wouchſafing ſo 11 order all thy 
Creatures about us, by thy Grace, that they 
may attain their Perfellion in duly ſers 
ving 
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ving us, and we ours in eternally enjy. 


ing thee, tirough cur Lird Feſus Chrif 
thy Son, and our alone Saviour and IG 
deemer, Amen, 


Mzepirtarion V, 
On the Divine Perfeftions. 


Matth. 5. 48. Be ye therefore perfet, 
even as your Father which us in Heaven 


is perfet, 


I. 
Ome, let us ſing the Praiſes of our 
God, and joyfully recite his Di- 


vine PerfeC&ions : His Being is of him- | 


ſelf alone, and no Dependance his eternal 
Effence knows, His Knowledg fathoms 
the extent of all things, and his Power 
commands them as he pleaſes. His Good- 
neſs is ſnpreamly Infinite, and all his 
glorious Attributes tranſcendently ado- 
rable. Come, let us fing the Praiſes of 
our God, ana joyfully recite his Divine 
Pertections. He is the ſource of all Fe- 
licity, eternally full of his own unchang- 
able Blils, Before Time began, he pe 
and 
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and when the Son muſt loſe its Light, 
his Day will remain the ſame for ever. 
The Heaven of Heavens is the Palace of 
his Glory, and all created Nature the 
ſubject of his Dominion. In his Pre- 
ſence the brighteſt Seraphims cover their 
Faces, and all the bleſſed Spirits bow 
cown their Heads to his Foot-ftool. 
II. 

Come, let us ſing aloud the Preroga- 
tives of our God, and ftretch our utmoft 
Thoughts to exalt his Greatneſs, But, 
O moſt glorious and dreadful Deity, how 
care we Wretches undertake thy Praiſe ! 
tow dare our fin-pollutedLips pronounce 
thy Name ; or where ſhall we ſeek EX» 
preſſions fit for thee ? All we can ſay is 
nothing to thy unſpeakable Excellencies; 
all we can think, but a faint Shadow of 
thy unconceivable Beauties: Even the 
Voice of Angels is too low to reach thy 
Worth 5 and their higheft Strains fall 
infinitely ſhort of thee: Only in this 
ſhall thy Servants rejoyce, and all the 
Fowers of our Souls be glad, That thy 
ſelf alone art thine own full Praiſe ; be 
to thy ſelf thine own Glory, 

oo! 


Live our great God. eternally in- 
compaſt with the Beams of thine own 
inacceſſible Light ; live our adored Cre- 

| ator, 
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ator, and reign for ever on the Throne 
of thine own immortal Kingdom. All 
thy Wayss O Lord, are Mercy and 
Wiſdomggxd all thy Counſels tend to our 
Happingjs5. elſe were cur being all at 
once, as it ſhall he in the next eternal 


Part 3, 


Life. 


the way to miſery;and unleſs we change, 


can never be happy. We, who ſo of | 
ten wilfully go aftray, and, unleſs we ! 


Return, muſt periſh for ever. 
IV. 


My God, fince thou art never abſent ' 


from us, let us be always preſent with 


thee letus goup to thy Throne above, 
and there contemplate and admire thy 


Glory. Everywhere let us ſeek to meet 


thee; everywhere let us delight to find 


thee. All our Wants let us ſpread be- 
fore thee ; all our Petitions let us offer 
to thee, Thou willingly inclineft thy 
gracious Ear to the Prayers that come 
from a fervent Heart; thou loveſt to 
hear us treat of Heaven, as if we made 
It our Bulineſs indeed to go thither. 


All other things we muſt ask with 
ſubmiſſibn to thee, ſince we know not 
abfolutely what's good for our "—_ 

ut 


Our Sins would have here no pou. | 
er to be repented, and then, alas, how 
deſperate were we! we whoare born in | 
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but thy eternal Joys we may beg with- 
out Reſtraint 3 and urge and preſs for 
thy Aſſiſtance to gain them. Heaven 
we may wiſh without the CH !; of Re- 
ſignation > Heaven we miy :ray for 
without fear of Importunity. O wiſe 
and gracious Lord! what e're thou doft, 
thyLove intends it all for the good of thy 
Servants : If thou deferreſt ſometimes to 
Zrant our Requeſts, *tis only in Charity 
t9 make us repeat them. 
'VI. 

That we may feel more ſenſibly our 
own Poverty, and be ſtronglier convin- 
ced of our Dependence on thee ; that 
we may praGtiſe our Hope , while we 
long expe; and increaſe our Grati- 
tude, when we receive at laſt; that we 
may learn this ſure and happy Skill of 
working in our Souls the Vertues we de- 
ire, by often renewing thoſe very De- 
ſires, till themſelves become even the 
Graces we ſeek. 

VII. 

But O improvident we, how unwil- 
ling to pray are moſt of us always, and 
all of us ſometimes ! how do our Pray- 
ers ſeem long and tedious, and half an 
Hour quite tire our Patience ! how are 
we ſlow to begin, and [wift to make an 
end ! how heavy while they are ſaying, 
an 
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and glad when they are ſaid ! yet ſure 
no eafter Work than to ask what we 
want ; no cnzaper Purchaſe than to have 
for asking : Sure no ſweeter Pleaſure 
than to converſe with God, nor greater 
Profit than to gain his Favour. Still we 
have new Tranſgrefſions to confeſs, and 
ſhall never, alas, want Infirmities to 
lament. 
V IL. 


Often, O dreadful Lord, when we 
ſpeak to thee, we do not ſo much as 


hear our ſelves ; often we purſue imper- 


tinent Objeas,and our careleſs Thoughts ' 


contradifet our Words. But O thou 
blefſed End of all our Labours , and 
only Centre of all our Withes! do thou 
reclaim all our wandring Fancies, and 
guide and fix them to attend thy Ser- 
vice, Night and Day let us call on thee, 
and never ceaſe knocking at the Doors 
of thy Palace: Let no Delay diſcou- 
rage our Hope, nor even Refuſal deftroy 
our Confidence, 
IX, 

But let this firm Foundation ſtill ſu- 
ftain us, and on this let our Peace be 
ſtabliſht for ever. Whar's truly neceſ- 
ſary thy Goodneſs will not deny, the 
reſt our obedience ſubmits to thy Plea- 
ſure, If we beg grace for Viftory 
over 
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our Paſſons, let us conftantly ſtrive to 
refit their Aﬀaults, Ler us wiſely 
foreſee our particular Dangers, and uſe 
the proper Weapon againſt every Sin, 
To obtain the Gift of Charity, we muft 
moitifie our Senſes, and immediately 
fly the leaft Shadow of Temptation. In 
vain we approach thy Holy Table, if 
we come not with a due prepared 
Hearts 


R. 

Thou ſhutteft thy Ears to our loud- 
eft Prayers, if we open not ours to the 
Voice of the Poor. Thou deni'ſt to 
pardon our Treſpaſſes againſt thee, un- 
leſs we already have forgiven our Ene- 
mies. O the extream Benignity of our 
Glorious God! who treats with his Crea- 
tures on equal Terms; who deals no 
otherwiſe with us miſerable Wretches, 
than we our ſelves commerce one with 
znother. He promiſes to give us the 
ſame Meaſure we give our Neigh- 
bours, and perform incomparahly more 
than he promiſes : Preft down and ſha- 
ken together, and running over, into 
the Boſoms of them that love him, 

Rl, 

Such, O my God, is the Bounty of 
thy Goodneſs, and no leſs the Patience 
of thy generous Hand, Thou —_ 
ey 


% | 
188 On the Divine Part 3, 


thy Bleſſings hovering o're our Heads, 
ſtill watching the Time when we are fit 
fo receive them ; then thou immediately 
ſend'ft them down upon us, to enter our 
Hearts, and dwell with us for ever. Even 
that very Temper, which thus diſpoſes 
us, entirely depends on the Favour of 
thy Providegce. Every condition thou 
requireft on our part, being nothing 
elſe but thine own free Gift. Thy 
Mercy alone is the Fountain of all 
our Bleſſings and in what Chanoel ſv- 
ever they flow to us, they ſpring from 
thee. Thou art the God of Nature and 
Reafon; thou art the God of Grace and 
Religion. Give, gracious God, what 
thou art pleaſed to command, and then 
command *vhat thou pleafeſt, 


10M PRAYER 


() My Soul, what canſt thou wiſh for 


more ? -Brhold. thy gracious Lord 

offers thee ro cbuſe what thou wilt, and 
promiſes to give thee what thou chuſeſt. 0 
inſinite Goodneſt | *tis thy ſel} alone I chuſe 
thou art my only Happineſs for ever. I ſee 
my Portion bereafter depends on my Choice 
here, but my Choice, O Lord, dep:nds on 
th-e: Guide me with thy boly Grace, that 1 
withdraw my Afﬀetions from all vain and 
periſh- 
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periſhable Creatures, and fix them entirely on 
the enjoyments of thee, my Lord, and my God, 
and my etzrnal feliciy. 


Il. hy 
Send down, O thou God of cur Fathers, and 
Lord of Mercy! ſend down thy Wiſdom frem 
thy Zoly Heaven, and from the Seat of thy 
Greatneſs, to be in us, and labour with us, 
and reach us what is acceptable to thee ; That 
me may know our end, and wiſely chaſe our 
way, and order all 6ur aflions 10 our zrue fe- 
licity, Our thoughts are fearful, and our 
prudence uncertain ; we ſcarce conjeture the 
things that are on Earth, and find without 
pains the things that are in fight: Gtve us , 
O Lord , the Wiſdom that afifis at uby 
Throve, and rejet us nor from amongſt thy 
Children, | 
nl, | | 
Deliver us, O Lord, from relepfing into 
the (ins we bave repented, the fins we bave ſo 
often promiſed t0 amend ; Deliver us from 
all malice and enmity with our Neighbours x 
and from oppreſing the Poor, who have none 
ro defend them : then may we confidemly ex< 
pe thy protetion, if we ſerve thee, and 
love one another. Thou ars our ſtrength, O 
Lord, whom ſhall we fear ? Thou art our 
Salvation, of what ſhall we be afreid ? No- 
thing can hurt us, but our own vicious de» 
fires 3 nothing can endanger us, but diſobe« 
I dience 
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dience t0 Our God. O let us confider well our 
ſteps, and walk ſincerely , that bis rcd and 
bis ſtaff may ever comfort us, and bring us 
atlaſt 10 his Heavenly Kingdom, Amen, 


MrzrpiTaTion VI. 
Of the Divine Love. 


Rom. 8. 38, 39. For I am perſnaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalinies, nor powers, nor things pre- 

ſent, r6r things 16 come, nor beighth, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, fhall be able 


to ſeparate us from the love of God, which 


#s in Chriſi Feſus our Lord, 


I. 

1c us now conſider, O Lord, our 
| God ; let us thankfully remember 
what thou art to us: thou att the great 
beginning of our nature, and glorious 
end of ail our aCtivns: thou art the 
over-flowing ſource from whence we 
ſpring, and the immenſe Ocean into 
which we tend. Thou art the free be- 
flower of all we poſſc{s, and faithful 

pro- 
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promiſer of all we hope : thou art the 
ſtrong {uftainer of our lives, and ready 
celiverer from all our enemies. Thou 
2rt the merciful ſcourger of our Sins, 
and bounteous rewarder of our Obe- 
cence : Thou art the Condutter of our 
Pilgrimage, and the eternal reſt of our 
wearied Suuls. 
IT. 

Such words, alas, our narrowneſs is 
conſtrained to uſe, when we endeavour 
to ſpeak thy Bounties. Wider a little 
can our thoughts extend, yet infinitely 
leſs than the leaft of thy Mercies. Tell 
us thy ſelf, one word of thine expreſſes 
more, than all the eloquence of Men and 
Ange's : tell us thy ſelf, O thon mild 
Inſtruter of the Ignorant ! what thou 
art to us. Say to our Souls, thou art 
our Salvation 5 but ſay it ſo, that we 
may hear thee : gladly will we run after 
the ſound of that Voice, and hope by 
following ir, to find out thee. 

IIL 

When we have found thee once, O 
thou Joy of our Hearts! never let us 
loſe thy ſight again; never let us turn 
our eyes from thee ; but fteadily fix 
them on thy glorious Face. Suffer us 
not to go, till thou haft given us thy 
Bleſſing 3 and then may thy Bleſfng 

L'Y bind 


of TS 
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bind us faſter to thee. To know thee, 
O Lord, is the higheft Learning ; and 
to. ſee thy Face, the only Happineſs. To 
know our ſelves is the trueſt Wiſdom, 


and to ſee .our own Poverty the ſafeſt 
Riches, 


IV. 
Let uns now conſider, O Lord, our 


God! let us humbly remember what we 


are to thee, We who, alas, are nothing 
in our ſelves, what can we be to thy 
Immenſity ? thou who art all things in 
thine own rich ſelf, what canſt thou re- 
ceive from our poverty ? This only we 
are to thee, O great Creator, the un- 
thankful vbjeR of all thy Bounties : this 
only we are to thee, O dear Redeemer ! 
the unworthy cauſe of all thy Sufferings, 
Guilty we committed the Crime, and 
thou with thine Innocency undertook'ft 
it. We went aftray from the Path of 
Life, and thy Mercy came down from 
Heaven to ſeek us: to ſeek us in the 
Wilderneſs where we had loft our ſelves, 
and bring us home to the Diſcipline of 
thy Love. 


V, 

Lord, what are we, that thou ſhould'ft 
thus regard ſuch poor, and vile, and in- 
conſiderable Wretches! What can our 
go0d-will avail thy bus , that with ſo 

many 
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many Charms thou woo'ft us to love 
thee ! What can our malice prejudice thy 
Content, that thou threatneft ſo vio» 
tently if we love thee not ! Is there pers 
haps not miſery enovgh in living depri- 
ved of thy bliſsful Love ? Yes, yes, dear 
Lord, and that thou knew?ft, and that's 
the only cauſe which mov'd thy Goodneſs 
to court our eftcCQtions. 


VI. 

Thou knew*ft we elſe would caſt away 
our ſelves by doting on the follies of this 
deceicful World. Thou knew'ft the dan- 
gr of our wilful nature ; and therefore 
{triv't, by greateſt fears, and greateſt 
hopes, and all the wiſefſt arts of love and 
bounty, to draw us to thy ſelf, and en- 
dow us with thy Kingdom. Unhappy 
we ! whoſe frowardne's requireth ſo 
ſtrange proceeding, to force upon us our 
own Salvation. Happy we, whoſe wants 
have met ſo kind a Hand, that needed 
but our emptineſs to engage him to fill 
us. Happy yet more, that our Lord, 
who thus favours us now, will at even 
Sive us himſelf. 

VII. 

Lord, without thee, what's all the 
World to us, but a flying Dream of bu- 
fie Vanities ? It promiſes indeed a Pa- 
radiſe of Bliſs; but all it performs 1s an- 
k. 3 empty 
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empty Cloud. Thine are the Joys that 
ſhine fixt as the Stars, ard make the 
only ſolid Heaven. Lord, without thee, 
what are we to our ſelves, but the 
wretche1 cauics of our own ruin ? we, 
till thou gav'ſt being, were purely no- 
thing z more remov*d from happineſs, 
than the miſerahleft of thy Creatures, 
Now thou haſt made us, we whot!ly de. 
pend on thee, and periſh immediately if 
thou forſake us. 
VIIL. 

Thou, without us, art the ſame all. 
Slorious Efſence, being full of thy own 
eternal Felicity ; without us, thy Royal 
T hrone ftands firm for ever ; and all the 
Powers of Heaven obey thy Pleaſures. 
Pity, O gracious Lord, our imperfe 
Nature, whoſe every circumſtance is fo 
contrary to thine, Thou dwelleft a- 
bove in the Manfions of Glory, and we 
below in houſes of clay; thou art im- 
mortal, and thy day out-lives all time : 
weevery moment go downwards to our 
grave. Thou art immenſe, and thy pre- 
ſence fills the Heavens ; but the greateſt 
of us, alas, how little are we! Two 
yards of air contain us while we live, 
and a few ſpans of earth ſutfice us at our 
death. 

IX, 
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IX, 

When, O my God, ſhall theſe diftances 
meet together ? When will thele extre- 
mities embrace each other ? We know 
they once were miraculouſly joyn'd, in 
the Sacred Perſon of thy Eternal Son, 
when the King of Heaven ftoopt down 
to Earth, andgrafted into his own Per- 
ſon the Nature of Man. We hope they 
once again ſhall be happily united in the 
bliGful viſion of thy glorious (elf : When 
the Children of the Earth ſhall be exalt- 
ed to Heaven , and made partakers of 
thy Divine Nature. But are there no 
means for us here below ? O thou infi- 
nitely high and glorious God ! is there 
no way to approach towards thee, and 
diminiſh, at leaft, this uncomfortable dis 
ftarce ? None but the way of Holy Love; 
which none can attain, but by thy Free 
Gift. 

X 


Nor muſt we ſinners dare to ask thou 
ſhoul'R love us, being infinitely un- 
worthy to be called thy ſervants : Ra- 
ther let us humbly beg the Grace we 
may love thee, who art ſo many ways 
worthy of more than our hearts. And 
yet, O deareft Lord, unleſs thou firſt 
Jove us, and ſweetly draw us by thy gen- 
tle hand, never ſhall we be ſo happy as 
I 4 to 
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to love thee 3 nor never happy,unleſs we 
fove thee. O bounteous God ! to all thy 
Favours, add this one, of making us e- 
fteem thee above them all. Be thon. to 
us our God and all things, arid make us 
nothing in our own eyes. Be thou our 
whole everlaſting Delight , and let no- 
thing elſe be any thing to us. Vanity of 
vanities, all is vanity:, but the love of 
God, and hope to enjoy him. 


The PRAYER. 


God, who alone art all in allthin:st 
us, and to whom we are nothing bat 
wretch:d ol jets of thy bounty ; which the more 
it flows upon us, the more we truly feel our 
own pure emptineſs and want of it \ increaſe, 
we humbly beſeech thee, this happy ſenſe in thy 
ſervanzs, by the experience we every day have, 
how unſatisfactory this World is : and gram, 
that finding it ordained by thee, t0 breed an4 
widen, rot fill our capacities ; we may make 
this only uſe of all thy Creatures here, to raiſe 
and heighten our defires of thy infinite ſelf in 
Eternity, through our Lord Feſus Chriſt thy 
Son, and cur alone Saviour, who with thee 
and the Holy Ghoſt lives and reigns, one. God 


World without end, Amen. 


Of. 


Of DIVINE LOVE, 
By E. W, Efq;.. 


L 
* He Grecian Muſe has all their Gods: 
( ſurviv'd: 
Nor Jove at us, nor Phcebus is arriv'd. 
Frail Deities, which firſt 1he Poets made, 
And then i:vok'd 10 give their Fancies aid) 
Yet if they flill divert us with their Rage, 
hat may be bop*d for in a better Age ? 
When not from Helican's imagined Spring, 
But Sacred Writ, we borrow what we ſing ** 
This with the Fabrich of the World begun, 
Elder than Light,and ſhall outlaſt the Suns" 
Il. 
Before this Oracle, (like Dagon) all 
The falſe pre tenders. Delphos, Hammon,fall; 
Long ſince d-ſpisd, and ſilent they afford, = 
Honour, and Triamph, to th* Eternal Word. 
[tI. 
As late Philoſophy our Globe has grac'd, 
And ronling Earth among the Planets plac'a,. 


[- «- $92 


[e- / 


” I” 


”» 4. BY "=" 1 py 
Ry I - = a LT 0 p 0 - A 
L : mhgs > F bf Ce we = _ x 
Ds 2 Mp w- FR = Tz 
=. TA = 


198 Of Divine Love. Part g, 
So bas this Bookentitled us to Heav'n, 

And rul:s to guide us to that Manſion giv'n, 

Tells the Conditions, how our Peace was made, 
And is our Pleds for the great Author's Aid, 
Hy Power in Nature's ampler Book we find, 
But tbe leſs Volume do's expreſs bis Mind, 


This Light unknown, bold Epicurus taught, 
That bis bleſt gods vouchſafe us not a thought, 
Bit unconcern*d, let all below them ſlide, 
AS Fortune do's,our Human Wiſdom, guide, 
V. 
Religion thus remov d, the ſacred Toke, 
And Band of all Society is broke : 
What uſe of Oaths, of Promiſe, or of Teft, 
Where Men regard no God but Intereſt ? 
What endleſs|ar would jealous Nations tear, 
If none above did wimeſs whas they ſwear ? 
Sad Fate of Unbelievers (and yet juft,) 
Among themſelves to find ſo linle Truſt | 
Were Scripture filent, Nature would proclaim, 
Without a God, our Falſhood and our Shame, 


VI. 
To know 0#r Thoughts, the obje of bis eyes, 
Is the firſt ſtep, t'wards being good, or wiſe 
For tho with Fudoment we on things reflet, 
Our [tl determines, not our Intellet ; 
Slaves to their Paſfion, Reaſon Men impley, 
Only to compaſs what they would enjoy; 
His fear to guard ws from our ſelveswe need, 
And ſacred Wris our Reaſen does exceed. 


VII 
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VII. 
For tho Heav'n ſhews the Glory of the Lords 
Yet ſomething ſhines more glorious in bu word 
Hu Mercy this (which all his Works excels) 
His tender Kindneſs and Compaſſion tells, 
whilſt we, inform d by that Celeſtial Bosk, 
Into the Bowels of our Maker look, 

VIIE. 
Love there reveal'd,which never ſhall brve end 
Nor had beginning, fball our Song commend, 
Deſcribe t1ſelf ,and warm uw with that flame, 
hich firſt from Heavn,io make ws happy,came 

IX 


The Fear of Hell, or aiming to be bleſt, 
Squours too much of private Intereſt > 
This mov*d not Moſes, nor the qealous Paul, 
I bo for their friends,abandon'd Soul and all : 
A greater yet, from Heav'n,to Hell deſcends: 
To ſave, and make his Enemies hi Friends, 
What line of praiſe can fathom ſuch a love, 
IPhich reacht the loweſt Bottom from above ? 
The Royal Prophet that extended Grace, 
From B:av'n vo Earth,meaſured but half that 
( ſpace ; 
The Law was regnant and confin'd bisthought , 
Hell mas not conguer'd,when that Poet wrote; 
Feav'n was ſcarce beard of, until he came 
( down, 
To make the Region, where Love triumpb*s 
( known, 
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That early: Love, of Creatures yet unmade, 
To frame the world 1þ Almighty did perſuade, 
For Love it was that firſt created Light, 
Mov'd on the Waters,chac'd away the Night 
From the rude Chaos, and beſtow'd new grace 
On things diſpos'd.of, to their proper place ; 
Some to reſt here, and ſame 10 ſhine above, 
Earth, Sea and Heaven, were all the effefts 
P ( of Love, 
And love woatld be return'd, but there was 
( none 


That to themſelves, or others yet were known. 


XI, 

The World a Palace was, without a Gueſt, 
Till one appears that muſt excel the reſt, 
One like the Author, boſe capacious mind 
Might by 1he glorious work the Maker find, 
Might meaſare Heau'n, and give each Star 

(4 name, 
With 4rt and Ccurage the rough Ocean tame; 


Over the Globe, with ſwelling Sails might go, 


And that 'tis round, by bis Experience know, 


Makes ſtrongeſt beaſts obedient to bis will,. 


And ſerve bu uſe, the fertile earth to1ill, 
X1I. | 


When Ly bis Ford, God bad arcompliſhi all, 


Man to-create, be did a Conncil call ; 


Imploy'd kis band, to give the Duſt be w0ck.. 


Angraceful Figure and majeflick look. 
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With bis own Breath,convey'd into his Breaſ 

Life and a Soul, fit to command the reſt, 

Worthy alone 10 celebrate his Name, 

For ſuch a Gift, and tell from whence it 

( came 3 

Birds fing bis Praiſes in 4 wilder note, 

But not with laſting numbers, and with 
( thought : 

Man's great Prerogative ; but above all 

His Grace abounds, in bis new Favourites 


( fall. 
X[II. / 


if be create, it is a World be makes ; 

If ke be angry, the Creation ſhakes ; 

From kjs juſt Wrath, our guilty Parents fled, 

Re curſt the Earth, but brais'd the Serpents 
( bead. 

Amidſt the lorm, bis Beauty did exceed, 

ln the rich Promiſe, of the Virgins Seed: 

Tho Fuſtice Death, . as ſatisfation craves, 

Live finds a way t0 pluck us from our graves, 


Not wil.ing Terror ſhould his Image move, 
He gives a Pattern of Eternal Love ; 
His Son deſcends to treat 4 Peace with thoſe 


Wreich were, and muſt bave ever been bis 


( Foes 3 
Pooy he became, and left his glorious Seat, 
To make us bumble, and to make us great. 
Ais buſineſs bere, was bappineſs to give, 


To thoſe, whoſe malice could not let him live: - 
1 egt-- 
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Legions of Angels which be might have us 
For us reſold to periſh, be refus*d. 

While they ftood ready to prevent bis loſs, 
Love took hivr up,and natFd him to the Croſs. 
Immortal Love, which in bis Bowels yeign'd, 
That we might be by ſuch a Love conflrain4 
To make return of Love, upn this Pole, 
Our Duty does, and onr Religion role, 

To loves to believe, to bope ro know, 

Tis an Eſſiy, a rafte of Hetu*n below, 


He to proud Potentates twould not b2 known: 
Of thoſe that Iov*d him, be was hid fron 
( none; 
Tll Love appear, w2? live in 1nxious doubt ; 
ButSmoak will vaniſh,when that Flame breaks 
out, 
This is the Fire,that would conſume our droſs, 
Refine and make us richer by the loſs, 
XVI. 
Coul1 we forbear diſputes, and pratice love, 
We ſhould agree as Angels do above, 
Were love prefides, not vice alone 4oes find 
No entrance there, but vertues ſtay behind : 
Both Fiith and Hope,and all the meaner train 
Of m:ral verines 2t the dyor remain, 
Love only enters, as 4 native there : 
For born in H:av'n, it does but ſojourn here. 
X VII. 
He that alone, wonld wiſe and mighty be, 
Commands that others love as well as he, 
LOVE 
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Love 4s be lov'd, how can me ſoar ſo high ? 


He can add Pings, when he commands to fly ; 
Nor ſhould we be with this Command diſmay'd, 
He that Example gives will give bu aid; 
For be took fleſb, 1hat where his preceprs fail 
His praice as 4 pattern may prevail ; 
Ay love 4s once, and dread inftruds our 
( thought, 
4s man he ſuffer*d, and as God he taught ; 
will for the deed be takes, we may with eaſe 
0bedient be, for if we love, we pleaſe, 
XVIIL. 
Weak tho we ave, to love us no bard Taik, 
And love, for love is all that Heav'n does 
aſh. 
Love, that would all men juſt and MO. 
Make 3 
Kind to themſelves, and others for bus ſake, 
Tis with our minds, as with a fertile ground, 
Wanting this love, they muſt with weeds 4- 
( bound: 
Unruly Paſons, whoſe effeRs are werſe 
Than thorns and tbiſtles ſpring ing from the 
( Curſe, 
R[X, 
To Glory Man or Miſery is born \, 
Of his proud foe the Envy or the Scorn ; 
IPretcbed be is, or bappy in extream ; 
Baſe in himſelf, but great in Heawv*ns eſteem, 
With love, of all created things the beſt 3 
Without it more pernicioas than the reſt. 


XR, 
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XR. 
For greedy Wolves ungaarded Sheep devay 
But mobile their hunger laſts,and then given, 
Man's boundleſs avarice, hs want exceeds, 
And on bis Neighbours round about bim feeds, 
His Pride and vain Ambition are fo vaſt, 
That deluge like they lay whole Nations maſt, 
Nebauches and exceſs ( tho with leſs noiſe 
As greas 4 portien of mankind deſtroys, 
The Beaſts and Monſters Hercules oppreſ}, 
Might in that age ſome Provinces infeſt, 
Theſe more deſiruive Monſters are the bane 
Of every Age,and in all Nations reign + 
But ſoon would vaniſb,if the World were bleſ 
with Sacred Love,by which they are repreft, 
XRl 


Impendent Death, an4 guilt that threaten; 
( Hell 
Are dreadful gueſts, which here with morial 
( dwell, 
And a vext Conſcience mingling with their 


(CV 
Thouzhts of deſpair, does their whole fe 
( annoy : 
But love appea” ing, all theſe Terrors fly, 
Iwe live contented, and contented die : 
They in whoſe breaſt, this ſacred love has 


( place, 
Death as a paſſage to their joy embrace. 
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XXII. 
Clouds and thick vapours which obſcure the 
(day, 
The Sun's vitorious beams may chaſe haps. 
Thoſe which our life corrupt, and darken, love 
The noble Star, muſt from the Soul remove ; 
Spots are obſerv'd in that which bounds the 
(year, 
This brighter Sun moves in a boundleſs 
(ſphear, 
0} Hrav'n the joy, the glory and the light, 
Shines among Angels, and admits no night, 
XX1ll. 
Thy Iron Age, ſo fraudulent and bold, 


Touch*d with that love, would be an age of 


C gold ; 
Not as they fain'd,that Oaks ſhould Hony drop, 
Or Land negleted, bear an unſown Crop 3 
Love would make all things eafie, ſafe, and 

cheap 5 
None for himſelf, would either Sow or Reap. 
Our ready help, and mutual love woull yield, 
Anobler harveft, than the richeſt field 5 
Fimine and dearth, confin'd 10 ceggain parts, 
Extended are, by barrenneſs of hearts ; 
Some pine for want, while others ſurfeit 

(now 5 
But then we ſbould the uſe of plenty know 3: 
Love would betwixt the rich and needy ſtand, 


and ſpread Heav'ns bounty with an equal 


(hand ; 
At 
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At once th» givers and v-cetvers b12(s, 
Enereaſe their joy, ani mike tleir ſuffering; 


(leſs 
XXIV. 
Who for himſelf no Miracle would make, 
Diſpenc'd with Niture, for the p+ oples ſake, 
He that long faſting + ould n9 wonder ſhow, 
Made Loaves and Fiſhes, as th: y eat them, 
(.grom, 
Of all his power, which bound] ſs was abou, 
Here be us none, but 11 expreſs his love ; 
And ſuch 41love, woultmake our joy exceed, 
Not when our own,but other m;uths we feed, 
þ & 4 FM 
Laws would be uſeleſs, which rude _ 
ames:; 
Love changing Nature, would prevent the 
( LaWs, 
Tygers and Lions into dens we 1hraſt, 
But milier Creatures with their freedom 
(truſt: 
Devils are chain'd, and tremble, but whe 
(Spoufe, 
No force bat Love , nor bond but Bounty 
$ (knows, 
M-n, whom we now ſo fierte and dangerous 


( ſee, 


Would G:ardian- Angels t9 each other be, 

Such wond: rs can this mighty Love p*rform, 

Pal:ures 10 Doves, Wolves into Zambs tran|- 
( forn, 


XKXVL 
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XX\l. 

Ine, what Iſaiah prophecy'd, can do, 

Ex1ik the valleys, lay rhe mountains low ; 

Bumble the lefty, the dejefted raiſe, 

Smooth and make ftreight, our rough and 
(crooked ways, 

L:ve, ftrons as death, and like 11 levels all, 

With that poſf ft, the great intitle fall; 

Tremſelves eſteem, bus equal 10 the leaff, 

wbom Hexv'n with that bigh character has 

(tleſt. 

This Love, the Center of our Union, can 

Alone beſtow compleat repoſe on Man 5, 

Tame his wild appetite, make inward peace, 
And foreign ſirife among the Nations ceaſe 5 
XXV1I 
No Martial Trumpet ſhould diſturb ouy reſt, 


| Nor Princes arm, tho' 10 ſubdue the Eaſt ; 


Where for the Tomb, ſo many Heroes taught 

By thoſe that guided their Devotion, fought. 

Thrice happy we ! could we like ardouy have, 

To garn his love, as theyto win his grave. 

Love as be lowd, a true ſo unconfin'd, 

With arms extended, to embrace mankind, 

Self-love wou'd ceaſe, or be dilated, when 

We ſhould behold, as many ſelfs as men, 

All of one Family, in Blood all 1y'd, 

H s precious Blood, that for our ranſom dy'd. 
XXVIII. 

T:o' the Creation, ſo divinely taught, 

Such a bright lively Image in our thought, F 

AR 
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And the firſt ſpwk of new created light , 
From Chaos ſtruck, affets our preſent ſight: 
Tet the firſt C briſtians did efteem nyve bl 
The day of rifing, .than the day of reſt : 
That every week might new occaſion give, 
To make his triump\ in their m'mory live, 
Toen let cur Muſe compoſe a Sacred Charn, 
To keep his Blood among us ever warm, 
And fingir:9, as the bleſſed 49 above, 

With cur laſt breath dilate this fume of Li, 


But on ſo vaſt a Subjet, who can find, 
Words that may reach th* [dea's of his mind? 
Our Language fails, or if it could ſupply, 
What mortal thought can raiſe it ſelf ſo high! 
Deſpairing here we might abandon art, 


Ard only hope to have it in our heart , 


But though we find this Sacred Task ” 
(hart, 

Yet the deſign, th'endeavour brings reward; 

The Contemplation do's ſuſpend our woe, 


And makes a truce with all the ilIs we knon, | 


0.90. 
As Saul's 2fiicted ſpirit from the ſound 
Of David”s harp a preſent ſolace found ; 
So on this theam, while we 0ur muſe en- 
(.$48*, 
No wounds are felt of fortune or of age : 
On Divine Love to meditate is peace, 
And makes all care of meaner things to ceaſe, 


RXN1, 


Pa 
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T XXX1. 

ht: 40 '4'd at once and comforted to find 
lf 1 boundleſs power ſo infinitely kind ; 
The Soul contending 10 that light 19 fly 


Imploying thus the Poets winged Art, 
To reach this Love, and grave it in our 
( Heart, 
RXXNI 
Foys ſo compleat, ſo ſolid and ſevere, 
Would Jeave no room for meaner pleaſures 
| (there 2 
Pale they wou'd look, as ſtars that mnſt be 
(gon, 
42 hen from the Eaſt the riſing Sun comes on, 


rl, : 
; MzreDpitraTtion VII. 
* Of God's Benefits, 


Pal. 103. 2. Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, 
and forget not all his Benefits. 


L. 

Rom thee, O Lord, we derive our 
being : and from the ſame goodneſs 

our continuance to be ; if thou with» 
| draweft 


From her dark Cell, we practice how to dye; ' 
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draweft thy hand but a moment, we in- 
ſtantly return to our firft nothing. From 
all our Enemies his providence defends 
us, and covers our heads in the day of 
danger : he ſends in his Grace torelieve 
our weakneſs, and diſappoints the 
temptations that threaten to undo us, 
Here his Almighty power ſuftains our 
life, and mercifully allows us ſpace to re- 
p<nt ; that by well employing the time 
he lends us, we may wiſely provide for 
our own Eternity. He Rtill repeats his 
Bleſſings to us, and ſhall we negle& our 
Duty to him? He freely beftows on us 
atl our day, and ſhall we not ſpend half 
an hour in his ſervice ? O, my Soul, be 


not ſo {lothful, but ſtill adore that God 


that preſerves thee. 
Il. 

Be thou eternally ador'd, O God of 
our Salvation, and may thy Praiſes be 
ſung by thy ſervants for ever. When our 
firft Parents had diſobeyed thy Precepts, 
to the ruin of themſelves, and their 
whole Pofterity, thy Mercy immediate- 
ly provided a Remedy, and graciaully 
promiſed a powerful Redeemer ; a Re- 
deemer that ſhould conquer Sin and 
Death, and cruſh in pieces the Serpent's 
Head. A Redeemer that ſhould fully re- 
Pair the Breaches of Mankind, and _ 

er 
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c&rs our condition better than before ; 


| enlightning our eyes with a clearer view 


of thoſe excellent truths that belong to 
our peace, and ſupporting our nature 
with a ftronger grace, to bear us ſafely 
0n through all encounters, till we arrive 
2t the land of reft, and be received for 
ever into that glorious Kingdom, 

ILL. 

O blefl2d Jeſu, our ftrength, our 
Guide , who knoweft and pitieft our 
weak capacities, who in thy tender care 
haſt contrived ſuch means, that nothing 
can undo us but our:own pervcrſeneſs, 
How eaſte haſt thou made the way to 
Heaven ! how light is the burthen thou 
areſt on thy ſervants! its but to love 
thee, our greatett benefator 5 and we 
perfealy fulfil every branch of thy Law. 
'Tis but defiring to ſee thee,our ſupreme 
Featitude, and we are ſure to pofleſs 
an eternity of jay. 


IV. | 

Bleffed, O my God, be the Wiſdom 
of thy Providence, that aione knows the 
way to draw good out of cvi1; that 
not only reftores us to our firſt degree, 
but makes even our fall rebound us to a 
SErcater height. Lord, as thv goodneſs 
turns all things to the advantage of thy 
Elect 5 O may the Ele praile thy G_ 
neſs 
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neſs in all things Admirable wert thou, 
O Lord, in thy merciful promiſe, but 
infinitely more in thy wonderful perfor. 
mance. Thou didft not deputean Angel 
to ſupply thy Place, nor entruft ſo ten- 
dera Work to the manage of a Seraphin; 
but thy ſelf didft bow the Heavens and 
come down, and with thy own bleft hands 
work our Redemption. 


V. 

Thy ſelf didft take upon thee our 
frail Nature, and vouchſafe to be born of 
an humble Virgin ; condeſcending to the 
weakneſs of a Child, a Child whoſe Pa- 
rents were poor and unefteemed in the 
World ; not declining the mean enter- 
tainment of a Stable: O how unfit for 
the Birth of the King of Heaven ! But 
contenting thy ſelf with the Cradle of a 
Manger, and the uneaſte lodging on a 
Bed of Straw, refuſing the ſoft accom- 
modation of the Rich, to undergo the 
Inconveniences of a poor Stranger, ONn- 
ly the faithful Foſeph ſtood waiting on 
thee, and provided, as he was able, for 
his helpleſs Family ; only thy pious Mo- 
ther dearly embrac'd thee, and wrapt 
thy tender Limbs in little Cloaths. 

VI. 

Wonder, O Heayens, and be amaz'd 
O Earth,andevery Creature humbly bow 

your 
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your heads 53 bow and adore this incom” | 
» | prehenfible Myftery ; The word was made 
fleſh, and duel among us. But moſt of 
all, we who are moſt concerned, the 
baniſht Children of unfortunate Adam ; 
let us bow down our Faces to the Duſt, 
2 | and proftrate adore, ſo unſpeakable a [1 
mercy. Behold, thus low my Saviour 
ſtoopt for me, to check the Pride of my 
corrupted nature. Behold, thus low he 
toopt, to take me from the Ground, 
| and raiſe me to the felicities of his own 
| Kingdom. 


www 5 wo q«q co 


VII. 
Lift up thy voice with joy, O my Soul, 
and fing Hoſanna to the new-bern Jeſus 5 
call all his blefled Angels to C:lebrate 
his Birth, and repeat afreſh that hea- 
venly Anthem, Glory be to God on, 
high, on Earth peace, good-will towards | 
men ; rejoyce all you faithful Nations of 
| the Earth, when you hear the ſweet 
Name of our dear Redeemer : Rejoyce 
and with your bended knees and hearts 
| adore the bleffed Jeſus: He is the Son {0 
| of the everlaſting God, equally partici- | 4 
pating the Glories of his Father.:; He is | 
that great Meſſhas whom the Prophets 
foretold, and all the ancient Saints ſo 
long expetted, 


K VIII- 
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VIII. 

At length, in the fulneſs of Time, he 
came to viſit in Perſon our miſerahle 
world: He came with Hands full of Mi- 
racles,and everyMiracle full of Mercy.He 
made the crooked become ftraight, and 
the lamz to walk and leap for Joy. He - 
op=n'd the Ears of the Deaf to hear, and 
gave ſight to them that were born Blind: 
He looſened the tongues of the Dumb to 
ſpeak : O may he govern ours to ſing his 
praiſe ! He cleanſed the Leprous by the 
Word of his Mouth,and healed their Dif 
eales who but toucht his Garment. 

IX, 

To thePoor,he reveald theTreaſures 
of his Goſpel, and taught the Simple 
Myſteries of his Kingdom. He caft out 
Devils by the command of his Will, and 
forc'd them to confeſs and adore his Per- 
ſon, He raiſed the Dead from the grave 
tolife, the dead that was four days buri- 
ed and corrupted : Nay, even himſelf 
being flain for us on the Croſs, and his 
Tomb made faſt and ſecured with a 
Guard;He rais'd again by his own vidto- 
rious power, and carried up our Nature 
in the higheſt Heavens. All theſe ftu- 
pendious Signs, O glorious Jeſu ! were 
done by the hand of thy Almighty 
Mercy, to witneſs thy Truth with = 

ca 
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Seal of Heaven, and endear thy Precepts 
with obliging Miracles ; that thus en- 
gag'd we Might believe in thee, and 0- 
beying thy Law be ny ſaved. 


Olet not all this love, dearLord, be 
loft,by ſo many tokens lo kincly expreſt. 
One Miracle more we humbly deg, but 
one as firangely hard as any of the reft : 
Soften our ftony Hearts into a tender 
Senſe of thy greatneſs, and their own 
true duty. Raile our dead Spirits from 
this heavy Earth, to dwell with thee in 
the Land of the Living : That, as we 
here admire thy bounteous Power, and 
daily ſing the wonders of thy Grace, we 
may hereafter adore thy bleſſed Self, and 
ling eternally the wonders of thy Glory, 


The PRAYER 


W/E may we give thee, O Lord, ſome 

part of what we bave, fince we rectv- 
ed of thee even all we have. Well may we 
give with gladneſs 10 thee, ſince thy bounty 
rewards us with ſo preat advantage. O make 
»s ſtill miſtruſt cur ſelves, and with an hum- 
ble confidence rely on thee, Without thy Bleſ- 
fing our Labours are in vain; and again#t 
thy Decrees no policy can ſucceed ; But if we 
humbly ſubmit 10 thee, thou wilt dire@ us5 

K 2 if 
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if we keep thy Commandments, thou wilt 
defend us. 
II, 
Teach us, O gracious Lord, to begin our 
works with fear, and go on with obedience, 


end finiſh them with love : And after all, fit , 


humbly down in hope, and with a chearful 
confidence look up to thee, whoſe promiſes are 
faithful, and rewards infinite. All this we 


may do for men, and yer they fail us ; we | 
may fear and obey, and they forget our ſer- | 
vice 5 we may love and hope, and they neg-/ 


Ie our affettions: Only thou, O Lord our 
God, whom we no way can benefit, dof every 
way oblige us. 

TIE. 

That can an infinite power, wiſdom an1 
goodneſs do, but that which is beft ? Lord, 1 
ſubmit and adore thy Providence, which ſcat- 
zers theſe temporal things with « ſeeming neg- 


tigence, as trifl?s of. ſo lintle importance, that 


they ſignify neither love nor barred. Nothing 
but Heav'n u indeed conſiderable > nothing 
but Eternity deſerves our eſt-cem. Fix thou 
our ſteps, O Lord, that we ſtagger not at 
the uneven motions of the world, and ſteadily 
£00n to our gloriou Home > not cenſuring 
our Journey by the weather we meet, nor turn- 
ing out of the way for any accident that befals. 
This we beg for Feſas Chriſt bis ſake, our 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

MED I- 
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Mepitration VIII. 


Oz the Mercies of God. 


Dan. 9. 9, To the Lord our God belong mer- 
cies and forgiveneſs, though we bave re- 
belled againſt him. 


W Ipe away the tears from thine eyes, 
O my Soul! and clear thy heart 
from all clouds of deſpair. He that's 
thus in Power to puniſh, is full as infi- 
nite in Goodneſs to ſave. How often 
have we broken his Divine Commands ! 
yet ftill his Earth ſuſtains and ſerves us. 
How often have we abus'd our fulneſs of 
Bread ! yet ftill his Clouds ſhower Flen- 
ty upon us. Himſclf with his own Al- 
mighty Word, confin'd the Waters, and 
ſharply reproacht their officiouſneſs to 
deſtroy : Hitherto ſhall you come,and no 
further ; and here will I ſtay your proud 
WAVES» 
II, 
Only the ambitious Angels find no for- 
K 3 g1Vencis, 
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Siveneſs, becauſe their obſtinacy refuſes 
to ſeek it ; elſe, could thoſe Rebel-Spi- 
Tits diſclaim their Crimes, and turn a. ' 
g2in to obey their Maker. His Clemen- 
cy would foon revoke their Sentence, and 
reſtore them to ſhine in their firſt bright 
Seats. But Oh! the exceſs of Mercy 
vouchſaft to 4dam, and to us duſt and 
alhes, his Poſterity ! For whom the So- 
veraign King of Heaven humbled him- 
{elf to deſcend upon Earth, 
Ill. 

Leading a Poor laborious Life, and 
ſuffering a painful ignominjous Death : 
Only to teach how to live, and how.to 
die, and what in both toaimat, Thy 
M-rcies, Lord, are above all thy Works, 
and this above all thy Mercies. Who is 
like thee, O Lord, among all the gods ! 
who is like thee, amiable in Mercies! 
Dreadful art thou, O Lord, in the ter- 
rour of thy Judgments 5 but infinitely 
more amiable in the ſweetneſs of thy 
Mercies. 

IV. 

Still let us fing the Mercies of our 
God, and hold and ſhake a little longer 
this (weet Key. When we, alas! lay 
buried in the abyſs of nothing, his own 
free goodneſs firſt call'd us into being. 
He faſhion'd our Limbs in our Mother's 

Womb, 
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Womb, and filfd our Nurſes Breaſt 
with Milk, He enlarg'd our little ſteps 
when we began to go, and carefully pre- 
ſerv'd our helpleſs infancy : Command- 
ing even his Angels to bear us in their 
hands, left we daſh our feet againſt a 
ſtone. 
V. 

How: many dangers have wg happily 
eſcaped, and not one of them but was 
govern'd by his Providence ! How ma- 
ny Bleſſings do we daily receive, and 
not one of them but proceeds from his 
Bounty ! He provided Tutors to inſtru 
our Youth , and Plant 11 our tender 
Minds the Seeds of Verrue 5 he appoint- 
ed Paſtors to feed our Sou!s, and ſafely 
onide them in the way of Bliſs. He 
ſealed his Love with bleſſed Sacraments, 
to breed and nouriſh in us the Life of 
Charity, 

VI. 

All this thou haſt done, O merciful 
Lord! the wiſe diſpoſer of Heaven ard 
Earth : All this thou haſt done, and ftiil 
goneft on by infinite ways to gain us to 
thy love. Thou commandeft us to ask, 
and promiſeſt to grant 3 thou inviteſt 
us to ſeek, and aſſureft us to find. Thou 
vochſafeſt even thy ſelf to ſtand at the 


door and knock ; and if we open, thou 
K 4 enter- 
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entereſt and filleſt our hearts with joy. If 
we forget thee, thou renew'ſt afreſh our 
memories ; if we fly from thee, thou 
fill find'ſt ſome means to recall us. 1f 
we defer our amendments , thou Pa» 
tiently ſtayeft for us ; and when we re. 
turn, thou oper''ſt thy arms to embrace 
us. 
VIL. 

Surely, O my God! from all Eternity 
thou haft caſt thy gracious Eye upon us : 
ſurely thy merciful Hand has ſign'd our 
lot, and mark'd us out for thy everlaft- 
ing favours. We know thy ways are in 
the deep abyfs, and none can ſound the 
bottom of thy Councels, Yet may we 
ſafely look on the flowing Streams, and 
gather this Comfort from their gentle 
Courſe, 

V[IL. 

When we were not , thou freely lo- 
vedft us; thou wilt not forſake us, now 
we ftrive to love thee. When we tad 
loft our way , thou ſought't after us ; 
thou wilt not refuſe us, now we ſeek af- 
ter thee, Lord, all we have is deriv'd 
from thee ; and all we expe can come 
from none but thy (elf. Accompliſh 
thine own b'eft Purpoſe in us, and finiſh 
theſe happy Beginnings towards us ; for 
our hopes are great : thou haft _ 

en 
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ſen us to thy Glory , lince already 
thou ſo kindly haft diſpos'd us by thy 
Grace, 


Tne PRAYER. 


Ord, with what admirable Wiſdem dsſt 

thou govern the Word ' thou mak'ſt 

the paor,and appointeſt them.their Task of in=- 
nocens worp ; thou makeſt the rich, and give 
eſt them leiſure for their better improvements; 
and both poor and rich, 10 need and help one 
another ; O give w hearts to comply with this 
thy blefſed deſign ; that every one may ſtrive 
for the good of all, One God created us, 
one Savicur redeemed us, one boly Spirit ſan- 
Aified us, that we all may live in love and 
unity, and mutual afiſtance 0ne towards ano- 
ther, through Feſus Chriſt our. L6rd. Amen.. 


Part 3. 


MtepiTartION IX, 
On the Cares of this Life. 


Pſal. 127. 3. It © but loft labour, that ye 
baſten t0 riſe up early, and ſo late take reſt, 
and ear the bread of carefulneſs : for ſo 
he giveth his beloved fleep. 


| 

T is not ſo much our ſloth undoes us, 

as imprudent choice in applying onr 
diligence: Many,alas,take pains enoughz 
many perplex themſelves too much. See 
how the buſte toylers of the World are 
chain'd perpetually like ſlaves to their 
Work. 

Il. 

How early they riſe, and golate to 
fleep, and eat the bread of Care and 
Sorrow! See how the hardy Soldiers fol- 
low their Prince through a thouſand dif. 
ficulties to meet with dangers! See how 
the ventrous Mariners expoſe their lives 
over ſtormy Seas into barbarous Nati- 
ons ! 


III, 


DF 


Part 3. Onthe Cares, &c. 223 


HI. 
And why all this, poor ill-adviſed 
wretches ! but to fetch, perhaps, a lit- 
tle Fiſh or Spice ? to gain a few pence, 
or ſome petty Honour ; which others 
often ſhare in more than your ſelves. 


IV. 

O bounteous Lord, how eaſie are thy 
Commands ! how cheap haſt thou made 
the purchaſe of Heaven ! half this pains 
would fit us for thy Kingdom ; half 
theſe Sufferings bring us to thy Glory, 
were they devoutly undertaken for thee, 
and the higher enjoyments of thy glori- 
ous Promiſes. 

V, 

Thou bidft us not freeze under the 
Polar ftar, nor burn in the heats of the 
Forrid Zone : But propoſeſt a ſweet 
andgentle rule, and ſuch as our nature 
itſelf would chuſe, did not our paſſions 
ſtrangely miſlead us, and the world a- 
bout us diftratt our reaſon. 

VI. 


Thou bidft us but wiſely love our 
ſelves; and attend above al} things our 
own true Happineſs. Thou bidft us va- 
lue even this world as much as it de- 
ſerves ; ſince 'tis the School tha* breeds 
us up to the other :; only we are forbid- 
den 
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den to be wilful fools; and prefer a ſhort 
vanity before eternal feliciry. 
VII. 

O the mild government of the King a 
of Heaven ! this we can do whatever elſe 
we are doing: This we can do, even | 
while we ſit ftill; and only move our 
thoughts towards thee. Nay, then we 
beft perform this beft of works, when 
all our powers are quiet in thee. Yet 
let not this thy facile ſweetneſs, dzar- 
eft Lord ! be abuſed by us to a wanton 
negle& : but make us love thee ſo much 
the more, as thou more diſcovereft the 
excels of thy love. Too often are we 
troubled about many things, when the 
truly neceflary is but one. 

VIII. 

We have here ro permanent City, but 
are bound in queſt of Feruſalem above, 
the Eternal Manſion of Bliſs. Jeſus came 
down to give us a glimpſe of it; and 
made his own life the Card to dire@ us 
t0 if, 


The PRAYER. 


God, whoſe delights are to be with | 
the children of Men, when tby grace 


can prevail with us t0 quit all other company, 
gzd retire to thee alone! grant, we _—_ 
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b:ſeech thee, that thy Providence, withdraw- 


ing every night all the world from their ſenſes, 
may effic :ciouſly move 18 10 clear our heads. 
and hearts of all its diftrations ; and thy. 
Holy Spirit, finding our minds happily vacant, 
may fill them with ats of love and .yeve- 
rence, and adoration of thee, as our only 
God and all things, through our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt thy Son, who with thee and the Holy 
Ghoſt, liverh and reigneth one God, world 
without end, Amen. 


APRAYER, compos'd by an 
eminent Divine of the Church 
of England, for the Uſe of a 
Perſon of Quality, dubious in 
her Opinion. 


Lerd God of Truth 1 bumbly beſeech 

thee to enlighten my mind by thy Holy: 
Spirit, that 1 may diſcern the true way 10 eter- 
nal Salvation, to free me from all prejudice 
and pagion, from every corrupt affettion and 
intereft that may either blind or ſeduce me in 
my ſearch after it make me impartial in my. 
enquiry after Trath, and ready whenever it 
zs diſcovered 10 me, to receive it in the love 
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of it, and to continue ſtedfaſt in the profeſ. 
fron of is 10 the end of my days, 
[I 


1 perfetly reſign my ſelf, O Lord, to thy 
condut and diretion, in Confidence that thy 
Meray and Goodneſs is ſuch, that thou wil: 
not ſuffer thoſe who rely upon thy guidance, 
and fincerely defire to know the Truth, finally 
ro miſcarry: And if in any thing that con- 
cerns the true Worſhip and Service of thee my 
God, and the everlaſting happineſs, l am in 
any error and miſtake, 1 earneſtly beg of thee 
not to take notice, but convince me of it, 10 
reveal thy Truth to me, and to lead gge in the 
way wherein thou wouldſt have me 10 go. 

HI. 

But if by thy grace and mercy I am already 
brought into the way of truth, 1 beſeech thee 
z0 confirm ad eſtabliſh me in it more and 
more, to ſettle my doubting and wavering 
mind, and 10 give me joy and peace in believ. 
ing ; and always to preſerve in me a great 
Compaſſion, and a oe Charity towards 
thoſe that are in error and ignorance of thy 
Truth; and becauſe my bleſſed Saviour hath 
promiſed, That they that do his Will ſhall 
know his Dotrin, grant, O Lord, that | may 
never knowingly offend thee in any thing, or 


negle® 10 do what 1 know to be thy Will and 


my Duty. 


IV. 


; 
Y 
p 
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IV. 

Grant, O heavenly Father, theſe my moſt 

tumble and hearty Requeſts, for his ſake who 

1 the Way, the Truth, and the Life, my 

bleſed Saviour and Redeemer Feſws Chriſt. 
Amen. 


APrivate PRAYER. 


Lord, who inhabiteſt Eternity, thou 
art exalted above all Principalities 
and Pagers, Saints and Seraphims are ra- 
viſhed with thy Glory, Angels and Archan- 
gels adore thy Greatneſs, Holineſs and Honour 
wait upon thy Throne > the Scepter of thy 
ingdom is an everlaſiing Scepter, thou 
loveſt Righteouſmeſs,and bateft Iniquity \, and 
therefore they that come before thee, muſt 
wor ſhip thee in ſpirit and in twuth, if they 
would be either heard or received of thee: I 
confeſs ] am not worthy to appear in thy pre- 
ſence, that can preſent unto thee no other Of- 
fering than a ſmful and deformed Soul, which 
deſerves no longer 10 be accounted thine, hav- 
ing loft that purity and likeneſs which made 
7 ſo, 
II, 
| am not worthy to receive any more tenders 
of mercy, that have ſo often deſpiſed it, nor 
89 
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to ſee what is the riches of thy Love, that 
bave ſo unworthily preferred the Trifles of 
this life, befor? the Treaſures of thy Grace, 
Thou madeſt it the end of my. Creation, that 
T ſhould glorifie thee ; but | of all thy Crea. 
tures have leaſt performed it. That Time 
which 1 ſhould b.rvve employed in adoring and 
devoting my. Life tothy. Worſhip (which my 
moſt rational and religious Service) have 
I ſacrificed to Sin and the Pleaſures of the 
World. 
Hl. 

Thou art [o infinitely good, that thou de- 
fireſt but unfeigned ſorrow for fin to excuſe 
it ; and yet ſo. miſerabje and deeply guilty 
am 1, | that I canncs bring ſo much as an hum- 
ble and a contrice Spirit to plead for my ſelf. 
Thou didſt ſo love the world, that thou ſent- 
ejt thy Son 10 die for it : But I have ſo loved 
che World, that I have deſpis'd Heaven and 
my Saviour, rejeted the Holy One whom thou: 
baft ſent, and by.my unworthy Life have di- 
ſhonoured that happy name whereby.1 am called. 
thine, and emitued w thy Kingdom. 

IV. 

But though my fins cry. aloud for puniſh- 
ment, yet the voice of thine own Mercy, and 
my Saviour's Blood, begs more power fully for: 
pardon, O Jet his Sufferings be my recon- 
ciliation ; bis puniſhment for fin, my freedom 
from it; Tt the bintern:ſs of thy m_ ont: 

, nm, 
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des of if him, be turned into the ſweemeſs of thy love 
zrace, Ml me: that bis Croſs may B& my Triumph, 
tht fl «nd the merits of bis Paſfon the purchaſe of 
rea. WW my Peace, and gram that having obtained 
Time 8 mercy, 1 may walk accordingly, that being 
and WW bought for Heaven, 1 may no more ſel my 
s my WM {elf to fin, nor prefer a few moments of Plea- 
ave MF ſure, before an eternity of Foy. 

the V 


Make me 10 conſider thoſe divinities thas 
tind me to ſerve thee, the infinite and abun- 


& dant teſtimonies of thy love, which invites 
E my gratitude, and that bappineſs mhich is 
s the reward of them that ſeek thee, 0 let not 
. the motions of ſin be more powerful in me 


| than the obligations of thy grace, nor the 
pleaſures of this life of more value to me than 
the Joys that are 10 come : but make me to 
walk chearfully in that way which tbou haſt 
ſer before me, that my temptations may bus 
flrengthen me more, that neither the Croſſes, 
nor yet the Pleaſures of this life may be able 
to deje® or drown my Piety but in what 
condition ſoever I am in, 1 may be ſtill found 
crown®d, and triumphing in Faith, 
. VI. 
0 thou infinite goodneſs, teach me 10 adore 
thee with my whole keart, and to confirm my 
Life unto thy Law with 4 perfet conſtancy. 
Make me to conſider that exceeding weight 
of Glory, which thou haſt promiſed to _ 
1-48 
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that ſtrive to conquer the World for thy ſite. 
O let thoſe Foys which are ſy much above my 
thoughts, be ewzr in them; let my inaviliyy 
10 comprehend the Happineſs of thy Kingdom, 
heighten the piety of my ambition after it more, 
that the greater thy goodneſs is, the greater 
miy my deſire after it bz; the greater 
thy love, th: greater my obedience; and 
the Iefer my defets, 1th? greater my bn- 


miltty, 
VII. 


Make me to ſee the little uſe, but the 
great vanity of this world, that ſo the Plea- 
ſures of it may not fteal away my heart from 
the contemplation of a better 3 but that my 
life may be a perfect and perpetual Sacrifice 
of obedience, ever pleaſing in thy eyes, 0 
let thy Service be ever moſt delightful to me, 
that I may labour to improve my (elf b:fore 
thee, by my inward and only defires after thee; 
that whatever defes attend my ations, this 
may be inſeparable in me, even to fear by 


name ; that ſo leading 4 boly life here, 1_ 


may lead a happy and beavenly life hereafter ; 
and being filled with righteouſneſs, 1 may be 
filled with glory, and poſſ-ſs Joys unſpeakable 
for evermore. 
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A humiliatory PRAYER 


I 


'® Lord, I proſtrate my ſelf bere before 
_# thee, in all bumility, deſiring thy 
Divine afiſtance in the ſubduing of thoſe E- 
nemies which daily afſuult me. The fieſh 
evermore rebelleth againſt the Spirit in me, O 
myGod ; and the infirmitizs of my nature 
are 100 flrong for me of my ſelf to conquer. 
Bebold how my frailties fight againſt my Soul, 
and have wounded me before thee. 
| II. 

O ſhall my ſins be ſtronger than thy grace, 
and the errours of my life more powerful than 
thy Law? the pious incenſe of a contrite 
Spirit is a Sacrifice thou doſt not uſually de= 
ſpiſe 3 and O that I could exalt my ſelf in 
ſhow, and drop away my Soul in nears ; that 
my intquities could fly away in ſighs, and 
the guilt of my life he wip'd off in Religious 
ſireams! 

I. 

Pity my Irregularities, O Lord, and 
forgive my Crimes : bow Inz ſhall I groan 
under the bondage of fin, and weary thee 
tro with the burden of my Corruptions ? 
Thou delighteſt to pardon fin, and ſhall mine 
remain ? thou deſireſt not the death of thy 

| Creatures, 
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Creatwes, and ſhall I be forſaken? | ca 
- not live without thee, nir enjoy the com- 
fort of my very being till thou revive me: 
"tts better | had not been, than that I fhoull 
loſe thee; and *1is better 1 fhould be no mor 
for ever, than not regain and find thee. 

IV. 

Return, O th u Comfort of my Soul, and 
fill me with thy love : Purge the ſtains, and 
waſh aw.ty the blemiſhes of my life by thine 
own blood ; R'new and quicken my Spirit 


with the Foys of thing : ſantifie my Will 


with a pleaſing obedience unto thine ; let the 


merits of my $viours Righreouſneſs beautifie | 
my Soul, cloathing me with Innocence and \ 
Purity of Heart bere, and everlaſting lm- ? 


mortality in thy Kingdom hereafter. 


D2rt 3 . 
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A Thanksgivinge 


() Moft . great and glorious Lord 
Goud, what ſhall I render unto 
thee for all thy mercies ? there 
hath not a moment of my life paſt by, 
without being made happy to me by 
ſme token of thy love. Thou didft 
purifie my birth by Baptiſm 3 1 was no 
ſaoner come into the World, but thou 
didſt ſeal me for Heaven, taking away 
the guilt, which no Innocency but that 
of Jeſus could cancel or pardon, and 
aboliſhing thoſe CharaQers of Sin and 
Þcath, which were ſo inſeparably im- 


printed on my nature, that no Law, 
but that of thy Spirit , could wipe 


away. 
II. 

And having brought me into the bo- 
ſom of thine own Spoule, and} plac'd me 
among thy Children, haſt led me with 
continual mercies and means of Grace, 
that I might ſee there hath been no de- 
fc&t in thy goodneſs but my acknowledg- 
ments; nor in thy promiſes, but my 
performances. And indeed , my God, 
I cannot look upon theſe Obligations, 
without horror for my m_—_ 
tude 
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tude, nor remember theſe precious teſti. 
monies of thy love, without a religious 
confuſion of Soul for my * great negle& 
and forgetfulneſs of thee, 

| III. 

Nor can I plead an excuſe in the 
weakneſs of nature only , for thoſe fins 
I have been too willing a committer of, 
And yet, my God, behold how thou 
haft loved me, ſending thy Son to re- 
concile me to thy ſelf, that 1 might find 
acce(s unto thy Throne, and inherit the 
Joys of thy Kingdom. Behold how thou 
haft loved me, in reprieving me from 
that wrath my fins have long ago de- 
ſerved; and as if thou didft not, or 
wouldſt not take notice, haft made me 
an object cf thy Care, and an example 
of thy love, abounding in perpetual dif- 
penſarions of mercy to my Soul, 


Part 3. 


A HY M N. 


Leſſed, O Lord, be thy wiſe Grace, 


That governs all our Day ; 
And to the Night aff;ns its Place 
To reſt us in 6ur way. 
Il. 
If Works the Iabouring Hands impair, 
Or Thonghts the ftudious Mind, 
Both are confider'd by thy care, 


Both fit Refreſhment find. - 
III 


Fit to relieve their preſent ſtate, 
Fit to prepare the next, 

While we are taught to meditate 
This plain and uſeful Text, 

IV. 

As every night lays down our bead, 
And morning ope's our eyes, 

So ſhall the a'uft be once our bed ; 
And ſo we hope to riſe. 


To riſe and ſee that beauteous light 
Spring from thoſe eyes of thine, 
Not to be checks by any night, 
But cleay for ever ſhine. 


The End of the Third Part. 


A 


New-Year's-Gift. 


FART I. 


ww—_—_—_ TD 


MEDirarTtioN I. 
The cleanſing of the Heart. 


8 Pl. <1. 10. Create in me a clean. heayt, O 
God, and renew a 1ight ſpirit within 


me, 
Hearts, and humbly offer up this 


S our Sacrifice : Let us clear our 


Heads of all other Thoughts, that fill 
L us 


| 
Ome let us now again prepare onr 
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us at beſt with nothing but empti- 
neſs; let us remember our God is a pure 
Spirit, and delights to dwell in a clean 
Tabernacle ; he will not enter a Soul 
that's ſubje& to fin, nor ftay where he 
finds his Grace negleQed. If he vouch- 
ſafes us the Bleſſing of a Viſit > O how 
heavenly ſweet and raviſhing is his Pre- 
ſence! let us open wide our boſoms to 
receive him, and ſummon all our pow. 
ers to come and entertain him. 
11. 

Come my Underftanding, and bring 
all thou know*ft, all that enlightens thee 
1n the way to Felicity. Come, my Will, 
and call in all thy Loves, and contra@ 
them all iato one, and ſettle it here for 
ever. Come, my Memory, with all thy 
ſwarm of Notions, and forget them all 
but what concerns thy Eternity, Come 
my whole Soul, with thele thy Faculties 
about thee, and proftrate and adore the 
Eternal God, behold, he is now with us, 
and ſits in our Hearts as on his Throne, 
to receive our Petitions, and give us his 
Bleſhngs:; He never will forſake us if we 
chaſe him not away ; but guide and 
comfort us with his Holy Inſpirati- 
ONS. 

III, 
Come then, and with deyouteft Re- 
VETrence 
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verence attend and hear what the Lord 
our God will ſay» He leads us thus into 
retirement and filence, and there fami- 
liarly ſpeaks to our Hearts, Tell me, 
O you deſigned for everlaſting Happi- 
nels ! tell me now freely, for none ſhall 
interrupt us, what do you chiefly delight 
to think on, and what do you aim at in 
all thoſe Thoughts ? Conſider well the 
Queftion I propoſe; and when you 
have examined your ſelves, give me 
your an{Wer. 
IV. 

O thou our merciful, though offended 
God! behold thus low we bow our guil- 
ty Heads, bluſhing for ſhame- to ſee our 
Folly ; and ſo much the more, becauſe 
we ſee our duty. Happy were we, could 
we fljll be thinking on thee, and raiſe 
all thoſe Thoughts into defires to be 
with thee. Happy were we could we al 
ways feel thoſe fervors, of which fome- 
times thou inſpireſt a little ſpark. Oh 
were that Spark kindled into a Fire, and 
thar Fire blown up into a continual 
Flame ! But we, alas, are hot and cold 
by fits, and, which is worſe, our cold fit 
Is the longer. 


V. 
Some few half hours we ſpend in + 
Prayer, and many whole days in Idle- 
L 2 neſs 
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nefs and Vanity : Sometimes we beftow 
a little on the poor, and often th: ow 
a great deal on our paſſions : ſometimes 
we deny and mortifte our ſelyes ; but far 
more often obey our ſenſual appetites : 
ſometimes we are drawn by thy Grace to 
do one good work, but feduc'd by our 
Nature to a thouſand Iniquities, Thus 
we cenfeſs to thee, O Lord our God, 
who pertealy ſeeſt every corner of our 
hearts ; thus we confeſs to thee, not 
that thou mayſt know us, but that we 
may know our ſelves, and thou may'ſt 
CUre us, 
VI. 

Cure us, O thou great Phyſician of 
our Souls! cure us of all our finful 
diftempers 3 cure us of this aguiſh inter- 
mitting Piety ; and fix it into an even 
and conſtant Holineſs. O make us uſe 
Religion as our regular Diet, and not 
only as a ſingle Medicine in a preſhry 
nece{hity- Make us enter into a courſe 
of hearty repentance, and prattice Ver- 
tue as our daily exerciſe, ſo ſhall our 
Souls he endu'd with a perfett Health, 
n - diſpoſed for a long, even everlaſting 
Life, 


VII. 

w» Now we have begun, permit us, 

mighty Lord! to ſpeak once more who 
are 
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are but duft and aſhes; let us go on and 
confe[s to thee 5 and open before thee 
all our miſeries. Such an occaſion often 
endangers us, ſuch a tentation too of- 
en overcomes us, Our own Infirmities 
are too ſtrong for us, and our ill Cuſtoms 
prevail againſt us. Every day we re- 
folve to amend, and every day we break 
our reſolutions. Have mercy on us, 
O God of infinite Compalhon! have 
mercy on us, O thou Comforter of 
afli ted Minds! have mercy-0n us, and 
pardon what is paſt ; have mercy on us, 
and prevent w hat 1s to come. 
VIIL. 

Whene're thou ſeeft us unhappily en- 
gag'd, and blindly running on in the 
ways of death, O ſend thy heavenly 
Grace to check our deſperate ſpeed, 
and make us ftay and look before us. 
Shew us the horrid downfal into that 
bottomleſs Pit , where impenitent fin- 
ners are ſvallowed up for ever. Strike 
our regardleſs Souls with fear and trem- 
bling, at the dreadful tight of ſo fad a 
Ruin :. then turn our eyes, and kindly 
ſet before them the beauteons proſpect 
of apious Life: make us look long and 
ſteddily upon it, make ns look through 
and ſce beyond its make us delight in 
the hope it enjoys; but incomparably 

| EL. 3 more 
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more in the joy it hopes: a joy which 
none but thy ſelf can give ; none but 
thy (ſelf can can make capable to re- 
ceive. 


IX, 

Give us, O gracious Lord, thou free 
beginner, and perfe& finiſher of all ver- 
tuous actions; give us a right ſpirit to 
guide our intentions, that we may di- 
realy aim at our true end. Give ns a 
Holy Spirit to ſanQifie our affeGions, 
that what we rightly defign we may 
Pioully purſue : give us an Heroick Spirit 
to co: firm our Hearts, that what we 
Piouſiy endeavour, we may couragiouſlly 
atchieve 5 ſuffcr not the fleſh to deceive 
us any more, but fortifile our Spirit a- 
glinſt all its aſſaults. 


R. 

If the Fleſh grow bold, and infolently 
demand, how can you live without 
thoſe liberties ? Let the Spirit anſwer, 
their followers are ſlaves, and the ſervice 
of Gnd is the only true freedom. If the 
Fleſh alledge, what joy in ſuffering ills, 
or duing contrary to our inclinations ? 
Let the Spirit reply, That the Croſs 
of Chrift is ſweet, and nothing ſo glo»- 
rious as the Conqueſt of our ſelves. 
If the Fleſh intiſt, What do you ſee or 
hear, or exerciſe any leaſe in, but the 

things 


| 
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things of this World? Let the Spirit 
immediately enter this proteft, and 
may every experienc'd Soul ſubſcribe 
the Truth ! I ſee its Vanity, and feel 
its Vexation, and meet in every thing 
its falſeneſs and danger. 

Xl. 

Away then Fleſh and P'oo], away 
deceitful World ; you cannot enter into 
the Kingdomr of Heaven. You were 
created only to ſerve us in the way, and 
ſet us down at our journeys end. Away 
with all your fond deluging Dreams 3 
be baniſht for ever from our awakened 
Souls. Come thou to us, bleft Spirit 
of Faith! and govern our Lives by thy 
holy Maxims. SubJue our ſenſe to the 
diftates of Reaſon, and perfe& our Rea- 
ſon with the myſteries of thy Grace, 
Teach us to love and feay what we ſee 
not now, as at too great a diftance for 
our ſhort ſight ; but what we are ſure 
will hereafter be our bliſs or miſery for 
ever. 


The PRAYER. 


T6 
Leſſed be thy Holy name, who divideſt 
thy Gifts wo every one as thou pleaſeſt, 


and workeſt all in all! In thee our Sorrows 
L 4 bave 
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have a Comforter 10 allay them, and our Sins 

an Adv:cate to plead for them ; inthee our 

tenorances have a Guide to dire them, and 

our Frailiies 4 Confirmer 10 ſtrengthen them, 

and all our wants, 4 God to relieve them, 
IT. 

H-ar, we beſcech thze, the Prayers of 
thy Servants, and mercifully grant us the 
perpetual affiſtance of thy Grac?, that we 
may never be deceived by any falſe Spirit, 
nor overcome by the wicious ſus geſlions of 
Fleſh and Blood ; but in all our "Doubrs, he 
direfed into the wiy of Truth, and in all 
our Altions guided by thy Holy "Spirit, who 
with thee and thy Eternal Son, Iives and 
reigns one God, World withont end, Amen, 


MEzpirTratrion [I. 


Of a negligent Life. 


Pfal 69.5. O God, tbou knoweſt my fooliſh- 
neſs, and my fins are nos hid from thee, 


I. 
Ood God, how extreamty ingrate- 


J ful are we! how ftra: ngely ; AH 


ſible of our manifeſt Duty ! every crea- 
rure 
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ture hears thy Voice but we; every 
thing lives by Rule but we. The Sun 
obſerves his conſtant riting, and ſets ex- 
aUtly at his appointed Time, The Sun 
ftands ftill if thou commandeft , and 
even goes back to obey thy Will: and 
yet the Sun pretends no Reward, nor 
looks to be placed in a higher Heaven, 
We who expe thole glorious Promiſes, 
and aim no lower than the Heaven of 
Heavens, 
II, 

Shall we forget the Law of our God, 
that only inſtructs us to perfect our 
ſelves? We who are bought by the 
Blood of Jeſus, and freely redeemed by 
his facred Croſs : Shall we negle& ſo 
rracious a Saviour, whoſe only Deſign 
is to draw'us to his Love ? Shall we 
neglect ſo generousa Love, whoſe only 
effe& is to make us happy ? Oh may thy 
Holy Will, dear Lord, be all our Rule, 
and thy gracious Hand our only Guide. 
O may thy infinite Goodneſs engage us 
to love thee, and thy bleffed Love pre- 
pare us to enjoy thee, 


What did I fay, O Lord my God ? We 
guide not our Lives by thy freight 
Rules: It was too mild and genclea Re- 
proof for us, who quite contradict thy 
| RW L2ws 
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Laws, What thou forbiddeft we eagerly 
purſue, and what thou eats our 
frowardneſs ftill refifts, We boldly con- 
verſe with Temptation and Sin, which 
thy Charity adviſes us to fly like Death: 
We timorouily fear a Lofs or Frown, 
where thou biddeſt us proceed with un- 
daunted Courage : We govern our Adi- 
ons by our own wild Fancies, and ex- 
pe& thy Providence ſhould comply with 
our Humours ; we would have thee re- 
Heve us when we lift, and rain and ſhine 
as we think fit. 
IV. 

Pardon, O gracious Lord, this rude 
perverſ. eſs, and faſhion our Spirits to 
ſubmit to thee! make us exactly ob- 
ſerve what thou preſcribeſt, how bitter 
{oever 'it taſtes to our ſenſe: We are 
ſure thy Wiſdom: knows our Infirmities 5 
we are ſure thy Goodneſs delights in our 
Relief: little, thou knoweſt, O Lord, 
1s the good we do, and every grain is 
derived from thee : Great, we confeſs, 
are the evils we commit, and all to be 
charg'd entirely on our ſelves : Thou art, 
O Lord, all Goodneſs and Patience, and 
we, alas, all Sin and Diſobedience. 


V. 
Tell me, my Soul, when firft thou haſt 
will cxamined the innumerable circum- 
ſt ances 
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ſtances that concern thy ſtate : Tell me, 
and let not Pride deny the Truth, nor 
any thing divert thy free Confeſſion. 
Could we have ſav'd ourſelves from any 
dangerous Temptations, unleſs our God 
had powerfully ſuſtained us ? Could we 
have carried on any pious purpoſe, unleſs 
his Hand had bleft onr Endeavours?No, 
to thy ſelf, O Lord, give all the praiſe, 
if thy Creatures have perform'd the 
leaſt good Work; Give to thy ſelf all 
the Glory, O Lord, if they have not 
committed the worſt of Sins, 
VI. 

Thy Hand alone diretts us to do well 5 
and the ſame bleft Hand reftrains us 
from ill. 'Tis not in us to efteem thoſe 
unſeen Joys, and deſpiſe the Flatteries 
of this deceitful World : *Tis not the 
Work of corrupted Nature to mortifie 
our Senſes,and patiently bear the Croſſes 
we meet : Of our ſelves we are inclin'd 
to none of theſe, but the Grace of God 
enables us to all. Grace gives us ſtrength 
to overcome our Paſhons,and the World 
and the Fleſh ſhall be ſuhje( to us. Grace 
gives us Faith to fortin2 our Reaſon, 
and Heaven itſelf fhall be conquer'd by 


us, 
VII. 
"Twas not alone to make theDay,that 
thou, 
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thou, O Lord, didft make the Sun, but 

to teach us theſe pious Leffons,and write 

1. them plain as its own beams 5 ſo ſhould 

Wo our Light ſhine forth to others, and ſo 
| 
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our Charity warm their col!dneſs:So when 
they ſay we are under a Cloud, we ſhould, 
like the Sun, be really above it : And | 
though we appear ſometimes eclyps'd, | 


Al -* or even extinguiſh'd in a Night of Sor- ih 
"WF row; ftill we ſhould ſhine to our ſelves i 
m4! and thee, and ftill go on in the ways of 
x Light. 

| VHI. 

þ Still, like the regular Sun, unchang- 

| edly expett the appointed Periods of 

| bright and dark : Only in this we gladly 
F diſagree; and bleft be our God who 


made the difference, not like the Sun 
that every Night goes down, and muſt 
at laft.be quite put out : When we have 
fniſht here our courſe, and feem to ſet 
to this dark Earth, we hope to riſe and 
fet no more ; but ſhine perpetually in 
2 brighter Heaven, Repent now, my 
Soul, for the evils thou haſt done, and 
bleſs thy God, for the Goods thou haſt 
received, | 


The 
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The PRAYER. 


God, who art ever preſent to all 
that thou haſt made, ſtil] watch- 
inz to improve us, as we grow fit for 
greater Bounty, Keep, we bumbly beſcech 
thee, our Eyes continually fixt on thine over 


| us, at once awfully checking our Inclina- 
| tion to Folly; and tenderly encouraging 
| cur purſuit of true Good : Make us als 
ways feel our ſelves under thy ſure Pro- 
| rection in our Dangers, and within free 
| reach of thy gracious Ear, for whatever 
| real Good we faithfully 45k, and uſe our 
| juſt Endeavours, according to thy Diſcip- 
| line, to attain through our Lord Feſus 
* Chriſt thy Son , who with thee and the 
| Foly Ghoſt lives and reigns one God, 
| World without End. Amen. 


MEeDpirarTtion [II. 


Of the Divine Wiſdom. 


Col. 2. 3. In whom are kid all the Treaſures 
of Wiſdom and Knowledge, 


E is our great and ſoveraign Lord, 


the ablolute King of Heaven and 
Earth, he ſees at once the whole frame 
of all things, and thorowly compre- 
hends their various Natures : to every 
creature he appoints a fit Office , and 
guides all their motions in perfect or- 
der, til] he has wrought his glorious de- 
ſi-n, to finiſh the World in a beauteous 
cioſe : all theſe he governs with infinite 
Wiſdom, and all for the good: of them 
that love him: his Councils are deep, 
and bevond vur reach ; but all his ways 
are juſt and merciful, he governs his 
Enemies with a Rod of Iron, and pu- 
niſhes their wilfulneſs with eternal Miſe- 
ries; but his Servants he blefſes with 
the priviledge of Chi'dren, and provides 
for their duty a rich inheritance. 
FH. 


wha 
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Il. 
Let them negleQ thy Praiſes, O Lord, 
who never conſider thy Mercies > let 


| them be ſilent to thee, O gracious God, 
| whoſe mouths are full- of themſelves 5 
| but as for us, who ſubſiſt by thy Gifts, 


and thankiully acknowledge the riches 
of thy Goodneſs: our hearts ſhall conti- 
nually meditate on thee, and our lips 
delight to ſing thy Glory, Bleffed for 
ever be thy Name, O Jeſu, and blefled 
be the ſweetneſs of thy Wiſdom, whoſe 
infinite Charity has vouchkſafed our Earth 
ſuch excellent Rules to guide it to Hea- 
Ven. 
ILE. 

Thou taught'ſt us that happy skill of 
finding our lives by a generous loſing 
them to follow thee : thou taught*ſt us. 
to love our true ſelves beft, by wiſe- 
ly hating our miſtaken ſelves : thou 
taught'ſt us to trample this world under 
our feet, and uſe itas a ftep to climb up 
to the next : from thee we learn thoſe 
2lorious Myſteries that exalt our Faith 
ſo high above Reaſon : from thee we de- 
rive thoſe Heroick Councils that raiſe 
our Souls ſo far above Nature : from 
thee alone,and from thy School of Grace,. 
all we know we learn, and all we do we 
IeCEIVE. 

LV. 
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IV, 

How long, alas, might we have wan- 
dred here in the midft of darknels and 
errour, had not thy Love and Pity, 0 
merciful Lord, brought down thy very 
ſelf to become our light ! Never ſhould 
we clſe have learned to deny our ſelves, 
and take up our Croſs and follow thee: 
Never ſhould we have known that great 
ſecret of Peace, to forgive our Enemies, 
and to do good to thoſe who deſpitefully 

iſe us: on the unlatisfying things of 
this low Earth, ſhould we have blindly 
ſet our whole affeGtions, 

V. 

Hadft thou not told us of the King- 
com of Heaven, and bid us lay up our 
Treaſures there: haſt thou not terrifi- 
ed us to fear thy Wrath, by declaring 
the miſeries that attend our tins : hadft 
thou not invited us to obey thy com- 
mands, by propoting the felicities of a 
pious life: what haft thou promiſed, 
Sracious Lord, to the meek and poor 
1n Spirit ? what haft thou promiſed to 
them that mourn, and to thok& that 
hunger and thirft after Holineſs! How 
many joys has thy bounty prepar'd for 
the lovers of Mercy and the makers of 
Peace ! How many bleſfmgs tor the pure 
of Heart, and thoſe who with patience 
bear their Croſles ! VE 


Part 4. Of Divine Wiſdom, 253 


VI. 

O thon all-ſeeing Wiſdom of the Eter- 
ral Father, and Soveraign King of Men 
and Angels! who from thy glorious 
| Throne did'ſt deſcend on our Earth, fa- 

miliarly to teach us the Oracles of Hea- 

ven! write thou theſe Sacred Words in 
theTables of our Hearts, and ſuffer not 
2t any time our paſhons to break them : 
make us ſtill ſtudy thee our heavenly 
Mafter, and continually admire the beau- 
ty of thy Law ; a Law that & clearly 
ſhews us our end, and ſo plenteouny 
furniſhes means to obtain it. A Law 
that ſo ſafely cures our Infirmities, and 
{o fitly ſupplies all our DefeEts ; a Law 
ſo exaaly conformable to true Reafon, 
and ſo highly perfettive of Human Na- 
ture: a bleſſed Law, 'that makes even 
here our life more ſweet, and leads us 
hereafter to everlaſting felicity. 
VII. 

Never will we ceaſe to exalt thy Good- 
neſs, O Jeſu, ſince thou never ceaſeft to 
oblige us with new Bleſſings ; thy gene= 
rous Charity could not thus be ſatisfied, 
to have only ſpoken to us the words of 
life: *twas not enough for thy exceſſive 
love, that thy Heavenly Sermons told 
us our duty ; but thou muſt urge and 
provoke our Obedience, by thy ſweet 
in- 
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inforcem-nt of thine own example. Thou 
forbad'ft thy followers to atfedt ſuper- 
faities, and thine own provition was a 
few Barley-loaves : thou commandeſt 
the Rich to give Alms with chearfulneſs, 
and heftoweſt on the pooreſt wretch e- 
vel thy precious Self, 
VIII. 

Thou bidit us not fear them that kill 
the body, and yieldſt up thine own to 
the death on the Croſs; Thou enjoyn'ft 
us to love eur flerceft enemies, and thy 

ying breath prayed for thy Crucifiers, 
Thy perfe&t Soul needed nor, as our weak 
Natures , thoſe methodical forms and 
diſcipline of Relgion 5 yet thou vouch- 
ſafeſt to obſerve the common feaſts, and 
aſſiſt at the Publick Office of the Tems 
ple 3 to watch, and pray, and faft, with 
ſo fervent a Zeal, that thy Practice out- 
did thine own Precepts. This life, and 
even death it ſelf, our merciful Lord 
undertook, to mark out for us the Way 
to Heaven, to beat it plain by his own 
ſacred ſteps, and render our paſſage thi- 
ther eaſie and ſecure. 
IX. 

Shall we not then, O my Soul, rejoy- 
cingly follow that Path, which we ſee 
our Saviour trod before us? Which we 
ſce, though ſpread all o're with thorns, 

yet 
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yet carried him direCly to the glories of 
Paradiſe ? Shall we not confidently rely 
on lo gracious a Leader, who promiſes, 
if we faint, to look back and relieve us ? 
O deareft Lord, bow down thy mercifa] 
eyes, and Pity the frailties of our im- 
pertect Nature : reach forth thy Hand, 
and ftrengthen ns with thy Grace, that 
nothing divert our advance towards 
thee : but in this dangerous Labyrinth 
of the World, and the whole courſe of 
our Pilgrimage here, thy Heavenly Di- 
Aates may be our Map, and thy Holy 
Life our Guide, All my life long will I 
praiſe thee, O God, and lift up my 
hands to thy Holy Throne, 


The PRAYER. 


Eternal God, whoſe wiſe Government 

reſerves Eternal Foys for thoſe who 
ebſcrving the right diſcipline of Love, mor- 
tife their Afections here to all things but 
th:e, and eternal griefs for ſuch , as neg- 
lecting thy Law of Reaſon, indulge themſelves 
t) thetr Paſgons!) Grant, we humbly beſeech 
th:e, that thy gracious acquainting us with 
this indiſpenfible Order and End of thy Pro- 
vidence, may continually ſway our choice t0 
leave the broad and flattering Road of pre» 
fent Eaſe, leading to Death, and preſs re- 
ſolntely 
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ſolutely forwards in the rough and narrow 
Path which J-ads to true Lif-, through our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, thy Son, and Our Saviour 
and Redeemer, Amen, 


Mzevitrarion IV. 
On our Paſſions. 


1 Pet. 2.9. The Lord knoweth how to deli. 
ver the Godly out of Temptations, and to 
reſerve the Unjuſt unto the Day of Fudg- 
ment to be puniſhed, 


I. 

Hey are miſerably toſſed up and 
down, who float on the waves of 

their own Paiſtions: their wearied Souls 
ſoon faint within them, when they ſee 
the Lord has withdrawn his preſence ; 
they ſeek him, but cannot find him; 
they call, but he gives them no anſwer, 
O till ſeek on, ſtill call on your, God, 
for his mercy will ſurely awake at laf, 
Though he ſometimes may ſlumber for a 
while, to try your duty, or puniſh vour 
diſobedience 3 though he may ſuffer a 
while 


It 4. 
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| periſh for ever. 
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while the fury of the tempeſt, to ſhew 
you your hopelels ftate, if left to your 


| ielves ; yet be affured he'll hear your 


Prayers at laft 3 he'll not permir you to 


II. 
And now, when all their fears were 


| grown to the height, and no means ap- 
| pear'd to ſuſtain their patience, when 
{ the. proud waves beat violently againft 


them , and covered their little Veflel 


| with deſpair and ruin 5 behold, his blel- 


ſed Voice commands a Calm, and 1imme- 


| diately the Sea and Winds obey him: im- 


mediately his Sun ariſes in their hearts, 
and with its gentle beams revives their 
hopes : then is their darkneſs turn'd into 
light, and the clouds difperft into a 
bright day : then they recollce&@ their 
ſcattered thoughts, and range them a- 
fan in their ancient order. 
II. 

Often they look back on the dangers 
they have efcaped; and as often bleſs the 
mercy that deliver'd them. Often they 
look forwards on the courſe they are go- 
ing, and as often fing with Joy for their 
happy change. Welcome again the caſe 
Yoke of Chrift, and the light burthen 
of loving our Saviour. Welcome the 
Holy Othces of ſweet Devotion, _— 

| oul- 
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Soul-inflaming ſilent Prayer: now we 
diſcern this beauteous truth, (and O may 
we print it deeply in our minds) that 
the pleaſures of vertue are pure and 
conſtant, and infinite bleſſings atcend to 
reward it; but the purſuit of Vice is 
troubleſome and intricate, and finiſhes 
its courſe in an abyl(s'of miſery. 


Pity, O Lord, thou raiſer of them that 
fall,and ſole ſuftainer of them that ſtand! 
pity thy Childrens weakneſs who look up 
to thee, and dearly know we are nothing 
in our ſelves; let us not loſe this un- 
happy experience 5 butteach us wiſdom 
from our own miſcarriage : teach us to 
obſerve where our errour was, and for- 
tifie our ſelves againft that defe&; to 
ſupprels our tentations in their firſt ap- 
proach, when their power is weak, and 
our choice in full ftrength 5 to remem- 
ber how formerly their flatteries have a- 
buſed us, and, when they counterfeit a- 
gain, be no More deceived. 


V. 

Never to look on the face of Pleaſures, 
as they come dreft up and ſmiling to» 
wards us; but always refle@ how ſadly 
they go off, and leave nothing behind 
but their venomous fting ; ſo ſhall we 
gain the beſt of Victories, while we _ 

cr 
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ſter our own corrupt Inclinations : $o 
ha!l we be honoured with the nobleft of 
Triumphs, while our conquer*d Paſhons 
draw us up into Heaven. T hou art, O 
Lord, the only Anchor of our Hope, 
fave us, O Jeſu, or elſe we periſh ; All 
our Lots are in thy Hands, and all our 
Safety in the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace. 
VI. 

Lord, as thy all-wiſe Providence ſeems 
to ſleep ſometimes, and permit the ſtorm 
to grow high and loud, yet never faileft 
to relieve thy Servants, who faithfully 
call on thee in their Day of Trouble : 
$0 let thy favourable Hand ftill bear us 
up, when thou ſeeft us charged with 


any ſtrong Aﬀault. Leave us not then 


to our own Infirmities, I1:ft the Enemy 
of our Souls prevail againſt us: for- 
fake not our Miſery when we are fallen, 
left we lie for ever groveling on the 
Earth : Suffer not our frailties to be- 
come a Cuſtom, left we die impenitent, 

and periſh without Recovery. — 

VII. 

Deliver us, O Lord, from the occaſ1- 
ons of ſin, and the Importunities of ſuch 
as delight in Folly ; Deliver us from the 
Snare of enticing Company, and the dan- 
Sexous InfeQion of ill example ; Infe- 
&ion that ſpreads in every Place its poi- 
ſonous 
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ſonous Air, and, where-e're it enters, 
corupts and kills. Once more, my Soul, 
lee us repeat this Prayer, and humbly 
implore again ſo neceſſary a Bleſfing, 


. Deliver us, O Lord, from the occaſions 


of Sin, and the Importunities of ſuchas 
dehght in Folly. 
VIII. 

Set a ftridt Watch continually over our 
Eyes, and diligently keep the Door of 
our Lips. Govern all our Senſes, that 
they ſeduce not our Minds, and order 
every Motion of our Heart and Fancy, 
Perfe&t, © dear Redeemer, the Work 
thou haſt begun ; and make even our 
Paſhons Servantsof thy Grace. Change 
our rude Anger to a ſeverity againſt 
our ſelves, and a prudent Zeal for others: 
convert our fear into a timorouſneſs to 
offend, and an awful reverence of thy 
ſacred Name : Let all our Aﬀettions be 
turn'd into Charity, that our Hearts 
may defire nothing but thee, whom we 
may ſafely love with our whole ftrength, 
whoſe Heaven we may covet, and fear 
no exceſs. 

IX, 

O thou, whoſe bliſsful Viſion is the 
Joy ofAngels,and ſovereignHappineſs of 
all thy Saints! Oh that our Souls could 
love thee without Limits, as thou art in 


thy 
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thy ſelf infinitely amiable ! That we 
could fix all our T houghts on thee, and 
never take them off from the Memory 
of thy ſweetneſs! At leaft, O thou 
fountain of Eternal Bounty, that flows 
ſo freely with perpetual Bleſſings! let 
every Day we receive of thee , ftill ſet 
apart ſome Portion of itſelf, ſeriouſly 
to meditate thy infinite Mercies , and 
heartily rejoyce in thy glorious Rewards? 
Mercies that give usall we have, and 
Rewards that reſerve for usall we can 
wiſh, 
The PRAYER. 


God, whoſe infinite Mercy bas vouch» 
ſated us the mighty reſcue of thy only 


| Son, from the deſperate Rebellion of our Paſ= 


ſions, which utterly confound the Government 
and Peace of our Souls Grant, we humbly 
beſeech 1bee, that our Experience of the miſe- 
rable effets of yielding 10 their Allnrements, 


may make us warier in obſerving, and ſeverer 


in yeprefing their firſt motions ; and thy 
Grace ſo ſtrongly fortifie us againſt all their 
furious and repeated Aſſaults, that \Reaſon 
may more and more recover its due force, and 
calmly joyn with Faith, to ſecure and exalt in 
our Hearts the blisful Throne of thy Cha- 
rity, through the ſame our Lord Feſus Chriſt 
thy Son,and ourSaviour andRedeemer, Amen 
M M E- 
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MEDITATION VY., 


On the Fall of Man. 


Rom. 5. 12. Wherefore, a by one man 
fin emred into the world, and death by fin; 
end ſo death paſſed upon all men, for that 
all bave finned, 


Ley Man ! 1 at firſt created juft, 
as every Work comes fair from 
the Hands of God ; at firft endowed with 
Dominion over the Earth 5 and, which 
was more, with Dominion over thy 
ſelf : At firft, not only made fole Lord 
of Paradiſe, but Heir Apparent of the 
Heaven of Heavens.: All tbis thou loſt 
by one raſh AR, diſobeying the Law of 
thy wiſe Creator : ; all this, alas, weloft 
by thy Tranſgreſhon, which brought 
m Sin and Death, and univerſal Mi- 


ſery. 
Il. 


Our Bodies were deprav*'d by thy Di- 


temper, and our Souls made fit for 
ſuch 


an 
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ſuch depraved Bodies: Our Senſes quick- 
ly rebell'd againft Reaſon, and both to- 
ether conſpir'd againft Grace : Dulneſs 
and Ignorance o're-{pread the World + 
Error and Vice pofſeft Mankind ; the 
Law they obſerv'd was their ewn unruly 
Appetites> and the Deity they wor- 
ſhipped, the Work of their own Hands; 
even the ſelefted People of the True 
God,the favourite Nation of theAlmigh- 
ty Providence. 
Hi. 

They who were brought out of Egype 
with ſo many Wonders, and ſeated in 2 
Country flowing with Milk and Honey 
they who had ſcen the Sea divide before 
them, and ftand on each Side as a Wall 
to defend them : They who have tafted 
the Quails and Manna from Heaven,and 
drank of the Streams thatcame guſhing 
from the Rock, even they forgot their 
creat deliverer, and ſet up for their God 


a golden Calf ; thus they turned their 


Glory into the ſimilitude of a Calf that 


eateth Hay ; they ſoon forgot God their 


Saviour, who had done ſuch great things 
for them in Egypt. 


Thus lay the miſerable World cover- 
ed with Darkneſs, and the thickeft Mifts 


of groſs Idolatry : Thus had poor Man 
M 


2 quite 


En 
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quite loft his Way ; and all he could do, 
was to wander up and down, till when 
his few vain Years were ſpent, he ſud- 
denly deſcended to everlaſting Sorrows, 
This mov'd thy Pity, gracious Lord! 
who often are found by thoſe that ſeek 
thee not ; who never withdraweft thy 
Hand in Time of Need ; but conftant- 
ly ſupplieft us in all our Diftreffes. This 
mov*d thy Pity to undertake our Relief, 
and come down thy Self,and dwell among 
us. O that Men would therefore praile 
the Lord for his Goodneſs, and declare 
the Wonders that : he doth for the- Chil- 
dren of Men, 


; 

But thou again, dear Lord, muft leave 
our World, and though it be good for 
us, *tis hard to part from thee : Thou 
muſt again aſcend into thy Fathers Bo- 
ſom, to prepare a Place for thy faithful 
Followers, Yet even then, O thou 
wiſe and infinite Goodneſs! thou didft 
not wholly forſake our Earth, but art 
here ſtill to move us by thy preſence, 


-and entertain ourDevotions without Fear 


of Exceſs, We know it is impoſſible 
to adore our God too much ; O that it 
were poſhble to adore him enough. 


VI. 
.Lord, what a happy Change has thy 
coming 
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coming wrought ! what glorious Effedts 
has thy Doctrin produced! Narrow 
was once the Gate, and ftrait the Path 
to Bliſs, and few there were that found 
it. Once in a populous City, not ten 
that were Juſt ; and on the whole Farth 
but eight that were ſav'd. Now we ſee 
many with a ſtrong and generous Love, 
endeavour to run after thee in the ways 
of thy Commandments. Whence, O 
my God, could this ftrange Improve- 
ment come, but when Chrift aſcending 
ſent us the Comforter ? whence conld 
this Blefſing ſpring, but from his Holy 
Life, and the infinite Merits of his pain- 
ful Death ? Olet us keep alive the Me- 
mory of our dear Redeemer's Death,and 
apply to our Souls all the vertue of his 
Paſſion, 
VII. 

O bleft Memorial of my Saviour's 
Love, and faithful Seal of all his Pro- 
miſes! if I forget to ſing of thee, let 
my Tongue cleave to the Roof of my 
Mouth ; If 1 forget to meditate on 
thee, let my Head forfeit its Power to 
think. All the ſhort Time I remain in_ 
thy Preſence, I will wholly apply to 
adore thy Majeſty 5 thee will I blefs for 
all thy Mercies ; to thee will I open all 
my Neceſſities, begging thy Pardon for 

M 3 my 
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my paft Offences, and thy gracious aſſi. 
fiance for the Time to come, imploring 
thy Merciesalways to attend us, and thy 
Blciſings upon all the World. 

VIII. 

O ſpotleſs Lamb, once flain for us on 
the Croſs, have Mercy on us, ungrateful 
Wretches; be thou our powerful Advo- 
cate with thy heavenly Father, and 
folicite by thy Merits his Mercy for us; 
ofter thy ſacred Self before his Throne, 
and turn away the Wrath we deſerve for 
our Sins; ſoSlaves are reſcued from their 
Chains, and Priſoners from the Doom of 
Death, while they pleaſe their offended 
K'ng with the pleafing Remembrance of 
h's beloved Son 3 and ſo hope we, and 
infinitely more, from the infinitely grea- 
ter Mediation of Feſus. Bleffed be thy 
Providence, Q Lord, that ſo tenderly 
nuries up the World, fill growing on 
to new degrees of Perfection. 

IX. 

May every Age ſing Praifes to our 
God, and all Generations adore his Pro- 
vidence., From the beginning. his Mer- 
cy hath fti!ll laid Means to raiſe us to 
thoſe bleffed Objetts above our Nature. 
Ar firſt he created 4Jzm with all neceſ- 
ſary Knowledg, and then ordained the 
Patriarchs to inform their Families : Af- 

terwards 
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terwards he charg'd the Angels to bring 
us.his Commands, and often inſpired the 
Prophets to declare his Will, When he 
had done all this,and found it not enough 
to guide untoward Man to his true End, 
what did he then to ſave the periſhing 
World ? O firange exceſs of the Divine 
Goodneſs ! He ſent even his own beloy'd 
Son to dwell among us, and teach us the 
art of working our Salvation; that 
facred Art of training up our Souls for 
Heaven, and _— them for the blisful 
Union with himſelf, 
K, 

But, O thou King of glorious Sweet- 
neſs, whoſe flowing Tongue dropt Milk 
and Honey ! We were, alas, not happy 
to behold thy Perſon, nor our Ears wor- 
thy to hear thy Voice ! yet e're we were 
born, thou had'ſ us in thy Thoughts, 
and didft provide a Method to ſupply 
that Defe&, ſcleQing a number of choice 
Diſciples, and throughly inſtruQting 
them in thy heavenly Do&trin, that they 
might keep alive the Memory of thee, 
and witneſs to all Natiors thy ftupendi- 
ous Works. Thou didft verifie their 
Miſſion with the Power of Miracles, and 
inflamed their Hearts with the Fire of 
thy Spirit, o're all the World they pro- 
GCaimed thy Law, and undauntedly 

M 4 preached 
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preached the crucified God ; deep in the 
Preafts of the Faithful did they write 
thy Goſpel, and feal it before their Eyes 
with their own Blood, 


The PRAYER. 


God, whoſe eternal Wiſdom the World 

made Fleſh, and dwelling among us, 

not only told the World with his own ſacr:q 
Mouth the unthought-on Steps which lead di- 
rely to Heaven; but trad them out plain with 
bis own ſacred Feet, and ordain'd others 
after bim through all Generations, to guide 
ours ſteadily in them! Let not, we bumbly 
beſeech thee, ſo much Love and care be loft 
On us 3 but vouchſafe us thy'continually neceſ- 
ſary Grace, not only to learn by roat, and pro- 
Feſs with our Lips this precious way, kept 
ſtill open to our Eyes ; but make it our whole 
Life to walk diligently in it, even to death ; 
through our Lord Feſus Chriſt thy Son, who 
with thee and the Holy Ghoſt liveth and reign- 
erth one God, world without end, Amen. 


| 
[ 


Part 4. 


Mrepitartion VI. 


Chrift and the Soul. 


Phil. 4. 13. I can do all things through 
Chriſt that ſtrengthens me. 


I. 
W/ Ho will give me this happy favour, 
that I may find my God alone ? 
that I may find him in the filence of 


{ Retirement , where the noiſe of this 


World can no way interrupt us; but that 
my God may ſpeak to me, and I to him, 
as deareſt friends converſe together 3 
that I unfold before him all my wants, 
and freely ask the Charity of his Coun- 
ſel, What ſhall I do, O my gracious 
Lord, to be happy here'? what ſhall I 
do to be happy hereafter # Nature al- 
ready has thus far taught me, that in all 
Lundertake, I ſeek my own good. 
IL. 

Only I have cauſe to fear I may mi- 
ſtake that Good, and ſet up an Idol in- 
ſtead of thee, unleſs my God vouchſafe 
to. inftrut me, and ſhew my Soul its 

M5 true 
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þ ; frue felicity, Heark how the Eternal | 
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Wiſdom gives thee advice, and let eve- 
ry word fink deep into thy Soul ; ſeek 
with thy firſt endeavours the Kingdom 
= of Heaven, and all things elſe ſhall be 
L786 added to thy wiſh; love with thy whole 
. 88 affeQions the enjoyment of thy God, and 
"5" all things elſe ſhall conſpire to thy hap. 
FW Pinels. 
y "| = | I. 

m All theſe, my lips confeſs, are excel- 
TAE lent Truths, but when, O my God, ſhall 

7, | my life confeſs them ? When ſhallI per. 
"FM? fealy overcome my Paſſions, and guide 
E! i: them ſo, that they may draw me to thy 

} light ? While they are mine, alas, I can- 

not govern them ; behold, dear Lord, T 
offer them all to thee, check thou their 
4 Jawleſs motions by thy Grace, left they 
violently carry me away from my duty. 
Wean thou my heart from the follies of 
this World, and quicken its appetite to 
thy ſolid Joys; that I may hunger and 
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' TW thirft perpetually after thee and thoſe 
' 7 glorious promiſes thou haſt made to thy 
| \7 Servants; that my whole Soul may ſeek 
d | | thee alone, fince thou alone art all my 
Nt © Heaven, 
f ; IV. 


When, O my Soul, ſhall thy God find 
theealone,free from thoſe buſie theughes 
that 
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that fill thy head ? O with what ready 
Charity would he then inftru thee, and 
let- thee into his bleſſed Secrets! himſelf 
would become thy familiar gueſt, and 
dwell with thee in perpetual Joy. Lord, 
thou muſt enter firfſ}, and chaſe thoſe 
fancies away, and conſecrate my Soul a 
Temple to thy ſelf; take thou entire 
poſſeihion, and hold it faft for ever ; and 
ſuffer not the enemies of my. peace to 
return. Sit thon as Soveraign King, 
and abſolutely Command ; for thy Go- 
vernment is mild, and rewards are infi- 
nite. 


V. 

What haſt thou promiſed, gracious 
Lord, to him that receives thee with an 
humble Love ! all that's contain'd in 
thoſe ſweet and myftick words, He dwells 
in me, and 1 in him, O bleſſed words, if 
once my Soul can ſay, He dwells in me, 
and ] in bim; He is my Refuge in all 
Temptations; He is my Comfort in all 
Diftreſſes ; He is my Security againft all 
Enemies ; He dwells in me, and 1 in bim ; 
what can an infinite Bounty give great- 
er than it ſelf ? and what can an emp» 
ty Creature receive greater than his 
God ? 
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VI. 

O glorious God, my life, my joy, and 
the only center of all my hopes ! were 
my unfteady Soul once united to thee, 
or once had reliiht the ſweetneſs of thy 
preſence 3 how would all other- Com- 
pany ſeem dull and tedious, and the 
whole World be bitter to my taſte! how 
would my thoughts cleave faſt to thee, 
and gladly ſeal this Everlafting Cove- 
nant ! If thou, O Lord, wilt dwel} with 
me, my heart ſhall continually attend 
on thee ; night and day will I ſing thy 
praiſes, and all my life long adore thy 
metrcies. 


VIE. 

Thou art my only hope, O blefſed Je- 
ſu, and thy favour alone is all things to 
me ; in thee l find the Providence of a 
Father, and the tender kindneſs of an 
indulgent Mother : in thee I enjuy the 
proteion of a King, and the rare nde- 
lity of a conſtant friend: in thee 1 poſ- 
ſeſs whatever I wart, and thy fulneſs 
exceeds even my utmoſt defires : thou 
art, O Jeſu, my God and all things ; 
what can I think or wiſh for more ? al- 
ready enough is faid for them. that love, 
and know the value of thoſe precious 
words: what couldſt thou ſay, dear 
Lord, more ſweet than this ! thy 
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delight is to be with the Children of 
Men ? 
V1II. 

O ſweet and charming words , my 
God and all things ! ſweet in excels to- 
thoſe that taſte tnem ; not the corrup- 
ted Palates of the World, who reliſh 
nothing but the Food of Senſe : words 
that revive the fainting mind, and fill 
its darkeft thoughts with light and joy. 
0 may theſe bleſſed words dwell on my 


| tongue, and live for ever in my faith- 


ful memory, where-e're I am-in this in- 
conſtant World, and whatever buſineſs 
entertains my hand ; ftill let my inward 
eye look up towards thee, and fix its 
fight on thy glorious Face. Still may I 
with and long for that happy day, which 
opens to my Soul ſo bleft a view, where 
I ſhall ſee, and no longer darkly believe, 
that thou, O Lord,. art my God and all. 
things. 


IX. 

What ſhould the Captive wiſh but Li- 
berty ? and the weary Pilgrim, but ta 
be at reſt? what ſhould the Sick defice 
but health ? and what can I, but to be 
with my God ? It is the greateſt Cha- 
rity that God himſelf can beftow, ſince 
God can. beftow nothing greater than 
himſelf, O let us be guilty of no more 

in- 
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mgratitude to ſo gracious a God, nor no 
more neglect ſo glorious a Majefty ! a- 
way falſe pleaſures, Sin and Vanity ; for 
the God of Holineſs hath toucht my 
heart 5 he has himſelf gone in, and ta- 
ken full poſſeſſion, and ſeal'd it up for 
his own Service. 


The PRAYER. 


' God , who ſeeing the dulneſs of our 
ſpirygs need ſo often freſh impulſes of 
ſenſe, ha wonderfully comriv'd our alone- 
faving Objet, thy ſacrific'd Son, continually 
ro-ſollicire our hearts, and make us fit for thy 
beavenly Kingdom, Reclaim , we bumbly 


beſeech thee, all our wandvring affetions, and 
compoſe them into ſuch a diligent and devout 
attendance on thy bleed Will, and our alone 
Saviour's Commands, that we may daily feed 
our adoration and love of bim, and daily 
grow in our defires of ſeeing eternally his glo- 
rious Face; who with thee and the Holy 
Ghoſt lives and reigns one God World without 
exd, Amen, 


Part 4- 


LS) 


MzprTtartioON VII. 
Againſt Temptations. 


1 Cor. 10. 13. There hath no Temptation 
taken you, but ſuch as is common to man 3 
but God u faithful, mbo will not ſuffer 
you to be tempted above that ye are able ; 
but will with the Tempration alſo make 
a way 10 eſcape, that ye may. be abk 16 
bear it, 


[. 

Ome, let us now call off our 
thoughts from ranging abroad , 
where they but loſe themſelves, and pro- 
firate our ſelves before thee, O Lord, 
freely confeſſing our own miſery , and 
in the loweſt poſture of afflited Pil- 
ims,humbly implore thy mercy. Peace- 
ully in the Grave thy Body repos'd, 
and thy Sonl went triumphing to redeem 
thy Captives z but we, alas, thy helpleſs 
Orphans, how are we left in the midft 
of our Enemies ! to how many dangers 
1s our life expos'd! with how many ten» 

tations are we round beſieged ! 
Hh. 
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Tentations in meat, tentations in 
drink, tentations in converſing, tenta- 
tions in ſolicude, tentations in buſineſs, 
tentations in leiſure, tentations in riches, 
tentations in poverty ; all our ways are 
ftrew'd with ſnares, and even our own 
ſenſes conſpire againſt us. Whither, 
O my God, ſhall our poor Souls go, en- 
compaſſed with a body fo frail, and a 
world ſo cotrupt ? whither, bur to thee, 
thou juſtifier of ſinners, and to thy 
Grace, the ſuſtainer of the weak ? Thy 
Grace inftructs us what we ought to 
do, and breeds in us the will to endea- 
vour what we know ; thy Grace enables 


us to periorm our relolves ; and when 
all's done, thy Grace muſt give the ſuc- 
cels. 


II. | 

Govern us With this thy Grace, O E- 
ternal Wiſdom! and direct our fteps in 
thy ſafe way. Order every chance to 
prevent our falling: and till lead us on 
towards our happy end. Give us the 
eye and wing of an Eagle, to ſee our dan- 
ger and fly (wiftly away. If we muft 
needs engage our enemy, and no means 
left to eſcape the Encounter, ſtrengthen 
us, O Lord, to. perſevere with courage, 
that we never be wanting in our fideli- 
UN, 
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ty to thee» Convince us, blefled Jeſus, 
into this firm Judgment ; and may our 
memories faithfully retain it, whatever 
our ſenſes ſay. to deceive us, or the 
world to obſcure ſo beauteous a Truth ; 
that thy ſelf alone art our chiefeſt good, 
and the ſight of thy glory our ſupreme 
felicik y. 
IV. 

We have heard perhaps ſome melan- 
choly news of Tudden fickneffes, or 'un- 
expetted deaths ; but do we fear to be 
ſurprized our ſelves,and provide betimes 
for that day of trial ? We meet with 
accidents enough to diſparage this 
world 3 but do we really feel it loſe cre- 
dit in onr hearts ? does our efteem of 
the other grow ftrong and high and 
every ore faithfully tell his own Soul, 
'Tis not in this poor World thou muſt 
expe content , nor hope to enjoy a 


| perfe& reft ; but a good Conſcience is a 


continual Feaft, and a peaceful Mind the 
antipaſt of Heaven. 
V. x 

Order thy whole affairs with utmoſt 
Skill ; and, which is ſeldom ſeen, let all 
ſucceed : ftill thou ſhalt find ſomething 
to trouble thee, and even thy Pleaſures 
wil] be tedious to thee ; where-ever 
thou goeft, fill Croſſes will follow _ 
Ince 
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fince where-ever thou goeft thou car. 
rieft thy ſelf. Who then my God is 
truly happy ? or rather , who comes 
neareſt Happineſs ? he that with pati- 
ence reſolves to ſuffer whatever his en- 
deavours are not able to avoid. Hap- 
py yet more is he that delights to ſuffer, 
and glories to be like his crucified Savi- 
our, 
VI. 

When thou art come to this, my Soul, 
that thy Croſſes ſeem ſweet for the love 
of Jeſus; think then thy ſelf ſublimely 
happy, for ſure theu haft found a Hea- | 
ven upon Earth, at leaft, the beft Hea- 
ven this Earth can afford ; and take it as 
a pledge of a better to come. This is, 
alas, the Land of the Dying, but we 
hope to ſee the glory of God, in the 
Land of the Living 5 where we ſhall 
hear him pronounce this Sentence to | 
thoſe that love him, in a chearful note, 
Well done, thou good and faithful Ser. 
vant; Igave thee two Tallents,and thou 
haft gained two more, enter into thy 
Mafter's Joy. 

VIE. 

My thoughts run over the paſſages 
you have met to day, or rather forget 
ſuch impertinent things ; what have we 
feen but diftraQting vanities ? and what 
brought 
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brought home, but unprofitable Fan- 
cies ? how often have we felt our minds 
difturbed ? how often endanger'd by nn- 
kappy accidents! Sometimes we fro- 
wardly throw our ſelves down ; and like 
fullen Children, will not ftand. Some- 
times the tempeſt throws us down, and 
like weak Children, we cannot ftand ; 
yet are we venturing ftill among the 
ſnares,enticed by the appearance of ſome 
preſent delights. 
VHL. 

We weary our ſelyes with running af- 
ter flies, which are hard to catch, and 
trifles when they are caught , this we 
purſue and follow that > but nothing 
we meet can fill our hearts, till we have 
found out thee, O gracious Lord! our 
only full all-ſatisfying Good; till we 
have found out thee, not by a dark be- 
lief, but clearly as thou art in thine own 
bright ſelf. Remember, O my Soul, 
this truth of the world we live in, which 
our own experience too evidently proves; 
the eye is not filled with ſeeing its va- 


rieties, nar the ear with hearing all its. 


harmony. 
IX. 

Remember this trutf, of the World,we 
hope, made ſure to our faith by the 
Word of Jeſus ; the Eye has not a 

'UCA: 


ſuch beauteous Glories, nor has the Ear 
heard ſuch raviſhing Charms, nor can 
the Heart it ſelf conceive ſuch incre. 
dible Joys, as our God has provide| for 
them that love him as our bleſſed [e. 
ſus has purchaſed for his Servants, and 
even for thee, my Soul, tocrown thy pa- 
tience. Wherefore in peace lay down 
thy head, and reft ſecure in the prote- 
tion of thy God ; whoſe mercy ſo gra- 
ciouſly has fingled thee out , and fo 
ftrongly eftabliſhed on himſelf thy 


hope, 
IM PRAYER. 


God, who ſeeſt and pitieſt the infirmi- 


ty of our Nature, ſurrounded on eve- 

ry fide with the wort of Dangers , Tempr- 
tions to Folly ſtrengthen ws, we beſeech 
thee, with thy ſole-powerful Grace, to (tand 
continually on our guard : reſolved even t0 
Death, either warily tro avoid, or ſtoutly 
break through all that offers to divert or ſtop 
the advance of our love to thee alone ; and 
grant us ſo wiſely to improve the Talents of 
Capacity and Means thy Providence afpgns 
«8 in our preſent ſtate of Life ; that at the 
Great Day of Account , we may every one 
be received with thcſe precious words, Well 
done , good and faithful Servant , _ 
1nro 
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ſus Chriſt thy Son , and - our Saviour. 
Amen. 


M=eDpiTarion VIIL 


'Of 4 Good Life. 


: Pet. 3. 10. For be that will love life and 
ſee good days, let bim refrain bis tongue 
from evil, and bis lips that they ſpeak no 
guike, 


I. 
APpy are they, O Lord, who have 
ſo much Employment, that there 
remains no room for idle Thoughts. 
Happy are they who have ſo little Buſi- 
neſs, that they want not ſpace to attend 
their Souls: Happy, yet more, are they 
who in the midft of their Work, can 
think ſometimes of the: Wages above ; 
whom nothing diverts from that chief 
concern of ſeeking to make their EleCi- 
on ſure 5 but while their Backs are bow- 
ed down with Labour, they freely can 
raiſe up their Minds to Heaven, and 
| while 


;nto thy Maſters Joy, throngh our Lord Fe- - 
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while they are ty*d to their Beds with 
Sickneſs, can yet move on towards their 
eternal Reft. 

Il. 

Often they rejoyce with themſelyes 
alone, and (ilently ſay in their contented 
Hearts, here we, alas, are narrowly 
<onfin'd, and our Time entertained with 
trivial affairs 5 but hereafter we expe 
an uabounded enlargement,and the ſame 
glorious Office with the blefſed Angels; 
Here we are ſubje& to a thouſand Miſe- 
ries, and the moft profperous Life is 
vain and ſhort; but hereafcer we expe 
an intinity of Joy, and the ſolid Plea: 
fires of Heaven for ever. 

Il. 

We too, O gracious Lord, who now 
adore thee, and in thy Preſence repeat 
theſe Words: We humbly pray thee 
Zuide us in the ways of Vertue, that we 
never incline to any vicious extreme; 
deliver us from the ftormy Sea of Bu- 
fine(ls, and the dead Water of a flothful 
Life, left we be caft away by forgetting 
thee, or become corrupted by negle& 


ing ourſelves ; make us, ſometimes at 


leaft, recolle& our Thoughts, how much 
foever our Condition diftrafts us : Make 
us look up with Confidence in our God, 


how low ſoever our Afﬀliftions depreſs 
us; 
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ns; make us look up to the eternal 
heir MW $0untains, and feed our Souls with this 
ſueer Hope. 


IV. 

ves The Day will come, when out of this 
ted Ml cark World, we ſhall joyfully aſcend to 
wiy Wl tat beauteous Light: The Day will 
ich Wl come, and cansot be far off, when we 
e& WM fall reft for ever in the Boſom of Bliſs, 
me Wl Whither, O my God, ſhould we wander 
s: WI if 1cft to our ſelves? where ſhould we 
ſc. MW fx our Hearts if not direQed by thee ? 
is Wl bow great is the multitude of thy ſweet- 
f neſs, O Lord, which thou haft hidden 
2. for thoſe that love thee! Where, O thou 

boundleſs Ocean of Charity! where will 

thy overflowing Streams ftay their 
- Courſe ! we and our ingratitude ftrive 
it to oppoſe thee, but nothing can reſift 
thy Almighty Goodneſs. 


V, 

Happieft of all, O Lord, are they 
whoſe very Buſineſs is thy Service 3 who 
not only heftow an interrupted Glance, 
but fteddily fix their Eyes on thee ; who 
not only viſit thy Houſe fometimes, but 
Night and Day dwell in thy Preſence : 
If the Sun riſe it finds them at their Pray- 
ers, and when it ſets leaves them at the 
ſame- ſweet Task. Every Place is a 
Church to' them, andevery Day a my 
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Sabbath ; every Obje& an occaſion of 
Piety, andevery Accident an Exerciſe 
of Virtue, 

VI. 

Do they behold the beauteous Stars, 
they preſently adore their great Creator: 
Do they look down on the fruitful 
Earth, they inftantly begin to praiſe his 
Bounty. Let War or Peace do what 
they will, and the inconſtant World 
reel up and down, they paſs through all 
as unconcern'd; and ſmoothly go on 
their regular Courſe, looking ftill up to 
that glorious Life above, and entertain- 
ing this preſent in Hope and Solitude, 
that at laſt they may gain what they ſo 
long deſired, andlive for ever in eternal 
Glory. 

VIL. 

If they depart ſometimes from their 
Proper Centre, and forſake a while their 
belov'd Retirement ; *tis to approach 
and give Light to others, and inflame 
ſome cold and luke-warm Heart. While 
they are thus abroad, their Minds are at 
home with thee, and nothing can divide 
them from thy dear Preſence ; yet do 
they wiſely make hafte to return, and 
enjoy thee - alone in their little Cell; 
there thou receiv*'ft them as familiar 


Friends , and freely admitteft _— 
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thy ſecret Sweetneſs. Thou giv'lt them 
: tafte from thine own fall Board, and 
overflow'ft their Heart with the Wine 
of Gladneſs. : 

VIII. 

Often they feel a little Beam from 
Heaven ftrike gently, aad fill their 
Breafts with Light ; often that gentle 
Light is kindled into a Flame , and 
chaſtly burns with pure Deſires ; De- 
fires that ftill mount up, and aim at 
thee, the Supernatural Centre of all 
taeir Hopes. O happy ftate of reve- 
rend Diſcipline ! free from the Cares 
2nd Tumults of this World, free from 
the dangerous Allurements of Sin ; 'and 
perpetually ſolicited with Engagements 
to Vertue 3 where they ſeldom fall, and 
quickly riſe, and make ſwift Advances in 
the way to Heavenz where they live 
in Peace, and die with Confidence; and 
g0 to fing among the Quire of An- 


els, 
. IX, 


Bleft Providence! who governeft all 
things in perfe@ Wiſdom, and aſfſigneft 
to every one his proper Place ; if thou 
haft pleaſed todiſpoſe our Lives, in cir- 
cumſtances leſs favourable than theſe, 
O let thy powerful Hand ſupply our 
Wants, and lead us on in our low Path, 

N that 
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that at leaſt afar off we may follow them, 
who ftrive to tread ſo near thy Steps; 
ſo ſhall we too, though ſlowly, arrive 
at. the rich Inheritance of that Holy 
Land ; So ſhall we gladly enter thoſe 
bliſsful Gates, and dwell for ever in the 
City of Peace. 


The PRAYER. 


'S, Merciful God, whoſe Providence di- 
ſparages with ſhortneſs and croſſneſs 
all the Enjoyments of this World, that they 
nay become leſs tempting to us, and take leſs 


bold on our Hearts" Grant us Grace, we be- | 


ſeech thee, wiſely 10 diſcern, and beartih 


-praiſe thee for whis moſt beneficial allay of 


their Nainres, 

| uW, 

And fince we cannot atiain thee, the Het 
-ven of Heavens, if we do not '*) our ſetves 


emirely on thee, nor yet be raiſed to this, if 


we are or may be ſatisfied wieh any thing be- 
fades thy glorious ſelf : Make us check and 
overcome the Repinings of Fleſh and Blood, 
with jufter Adorations of thy infinite Mer- 
&y, for qualifying fo filly this Womb of ow 
Souls, . that by its own uneaſineſs, it more 
eafily diſpoſes them for a happy Birth into thy 
bleſſed Eternity,abrough our Lord FeſusChriſt 
thy Son and 0nr Saviow Amen. 


M.E- 


z 


MEDpiTATIiON IX. 


On Contentment. 


1 Tim. 6,6. But Godlineſs with Content> 
ment is great Gain. 


I. 


L- who are we, that our polluted 


Hands dare offer to thee the In- 
cenſe of Praiſe! we who ſo often diſo- 
bey thy Commands, and ſo ſeldom weep 
for our many Follies ; forgive, great 
God, our Boldneſs, who thus raſhly pre- 
fume, forgive our Frailties who thus 
weakly perform. Teach us to humble 
ourſelves, and check the Yanities of our 
proud Conceits ; let us mourn and bluſh 
at our many Infirmities, and ſo much 
the louder call to thee, O Jeſu, for Re- 
lief;5 look down with tenderneſs on our 
World of Miſeries, and make Interceſh- 
on to God the Father for us. 

Il, 
Bleſſed for ever be thy Name, O Holy 
and Blefſed Spirit 3; and blefſed be the 
N 2 bounty 
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bounty of thy Goodneſs 3 when the F* 
ternal Father, by creating the World, 
had declared himſelf and his Almighty 
Power ; when the increated World, by 
redeeming Mankind, had reveal'd him- 
ſelf and his infinite Wiſdom ; when now 
there remain'd but one Seal more to he 
open'd of the Book of Divine Myfteries, 
Behold a ſtrange condeſcendence to our 
weak Nature, the inviſible Spirit viſibly 
appears ; he deſceads from Heaven in 
the ſhape of a Dove, and gently lights 
on the Prince of Peace, 
II. 

Again he deſcends in the likeneſs of 
Fire, and miraculoufly fits on the Heads 
of the Diſciples, mingling thus toge- 
ther, in one bleft Compound , thoſ 
chief Ingredients of excellent vertue : 
Mildneſs to allay the heat of :Zeal, and 
"Zeal to quicken the Indifferency of Mild: 
neſs; Innocence to adorn the Light of 
Knowledg, and Knowledg to dire@ the 
ſimplicity of 1nnoucence. O bleft and 


admirable Teacher ! who can inftru&t 
like the Spirit of God ? He needs no 
Years to finiſh his Courſe, but with a 
'fwift and efficacious touch conſummates 
all things. 


IV. 
He entred the Soul of a young deligh- 
ter 


no» | 
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ter in Muſick, and' preſently ſanaified 
him into a Compoſer of Pſalms : He 
took a poor Shepherd from following the 
Flock, and immediately raiſed him to 
the degree of a Kingly Prophet : He by 
one Lefſon perf-Qed the Diſciples, and 
poliſht rude Fiſhermen into eloquent 
Preachers: He toucht the Heart of a 
perſecuting, Phariſce, and inftantly 
changed him into a glorious Apoſtle. 
All this thou haſt done, O infinite Good- 
neſs; and all we do is wrought in us by 
thee, - 


V. 

Rejoyce, and with thy beft-inftruQed 
Thoughts admire the exquiſite Wil- 
dom of the Divine Providence 3 who 
from ſuch low beginnings can raiſe (0 
great effetts, yet every Step thruft con- 
naturally on the next : Behold a little 
Seed that's buried in the Earth, ſhoots 
gently out its tender Leaves, and 
nouriſht on with the Clouds and Sun, 
cimbs up by degree&into a tall Stalk : 
there it diſplays its full-blown Hope, and 
crowns its own Head with a: Silver 
Lilly, 


VI. 

Such is the progreſs of immortal 
Souls, even thoſe who ſhine now among 
the higheft Seraphims, at ficſt ſhut” up 

N. 3 in 
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in their Mothers Womb, where they 
tie confin'd Priſoners in - the dark: 
thence they come forth to {ce and hear, 
and ſlowly begin to walk and ſpeak; 
Next they advance to underftand and 
diſcourſe, then learn to fly with the 
Wings of Grace ! till they get upeven 
heyond themſelves, and believe and 
live above their own Nature ; at laft 
the kindly Hand of Death gives thema 
firoke, and they inftantly become like 
the glorious Angels. 
VII. 

Inſtantly their dark and narrow Know- 
ledg unfolds itſelf, and ſpreads into a 
cleag and ſpacious view, where they at 
ance ſhall ſee all the Glories of Heaven, 
at once poſſeſs and for ever enjoy them, 
Thus from the humble Seed of Grace, 
connaturally ſpring the Flowers of Glo- 
ry 5 and from this Life's green Stem of 
Hope,grow juſt on the top the Lillies of 
Paradiſe; Lillies that never fade, but 
fill ſhine on, and fill the Heavens with 
their beauteous $Sweetneſs:; Lillies, that 
even Solomon in all his Glory, was not ar- 
rayed like one of thele. 

VIIE 

Teach us, O Lord, that Divine Leſſon 
of being Humble and Meck, and to 
ſubmit all, our Wiſhes to. the Will of 
Heaven, 
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feaven, to govern our Senſes by the 
kule of Reaſon, and our Reaſon by the 
Dittates of Religion; to deſign our 
whole Life in order to our end, and 
eftabliſh for our end the Bliſs of Eters 
nity. Thou biddeft us, but wiſely, love 
our ſelves, and attend above all things 
our own true Happineſs, Thou biddeft 
us value even this World as much as it 
deſerves, fince *tis the School that breeds 
vs up to the other 3 only we are forbid- 
den to be wilful Fools, and prefer a 
ſhort vanity before Eternal Felicity. 
IX, 

O the mild Government of the King 
of Heaven ! all this we can do, what- 
ever elſe we are doing : This we can 
do even while we fit till, and only move 
our Thoughts towards thee, Nay, then 
we beft perform the beft of Works , 
when all our Powers are quiet in thee, 
Yet let not this thy facile Sweetnelſs, 
deareft Lord! be abuſed by us to a 
wanton negle&, but make us love thee 
ſo much more, as thou more diſcovereſt 
the exceſs of thy Love. Too often are 
we troubled about many things, when 
the truly neceflary is but one. 


When, deareſt Jeſu, ſhall our Deſires 
be filled with: the everlaſting Fruition 
N. 4. of 
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of thy bleſſed Self ? henceforth, for thee 
and for thy ſacred Love, O thou great 
and only Comfort of our Souls ! may all 
Afflictions he welcome to us, as whole 
ſome Phyſick to corre& our Follies : 
May the Pleaſures of the World be re- 
jefted by us, as dangerous Fruits that 
fill us with Diſeaſes. May we, by thy 
Example, neither fear todie, nor refuſe 
the Labours of this Life ; but while we 
live, obey thy Grace, that when we die 
we may enjoy thy Glory. 
Xl 


Zlorious Preſence ! when ſhall our 
Souls be filled with ftrong and conftant 
Defires of enjoying thee ? thy Preſence, 
that can quickly turn the ſaddeft Night 
into a chearful Day, that can change a 
Dangeon intoa Houſe of Mirth, and 
make every Place a Paradiſe. O may 
every Favour thou offereft be thankfully 
received, and every Talent, thou beſtow- 
eft, diligently improved ; ſo ſhall we 
faithfully perform our Duty, and render 
to thy Grace its juft Glory, while, what- 
e're we have, we acknowledg from thee, 
and whate're thou giveſt us is not in 
Yailt, 
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The PRATER. 


Bleſſed Jeſu, rhou ſweet Diſpoſer of 

'O, all things, give me neither _ y 
nor Riches, but only things neceſſary for - 7 
arp ge op frm 'he Lord? 
lur'd 10 deny1thee, and ſay, i faſree 
or compelled by Want to fteal, - , —_— 

c of my God : Or rather, 
+ 4 LA thou pleaſeſt ; jo = 
ſelf baſt raught me a more perfet -- , - 
ſu:mit entirely my _=_ .owny 4 ow ob woe 

In all Mm 

09 == yg ——_ all my 7 _ | 
thy Grace preſerve me : That at a = y 
errive at thy heavenly Kingdom, an 
with thee for evermore, Amen.. 


The. En.] of the Fourth Part; 


A 


Ns 


New-Year's-Gift. 
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FART V. 


Mz DditraTioN I[- 
Wedneſdays weekly Faſt. 


Sr. Luke 18.13. And the Publican ſtand: 
ing afar off, would not lift up ſo much as 
bis eyes to Heaven, bur ſmote upon bus 
breaſt, ſaying, God be merciful to me a fin- 


ACT » 


; S- 
O'thee, O Lord God, belongs 
Righteouſneſs, but unto us Con- 
fuſion of Face for evermore:We 


are the yaineſt, the. vileſt, and — 
QT- 
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of the children of men , and are not 
worthy to be called thy Servants: We 
are vile, O Lord, in our own eyes by 
reaſon of our fins, and we will yet 
he more yile, becauſe we are ſo in 
thine, 
II. 

[am not worthy of the air I breath 
in, by reaſon of my Diſobedience 3 Iam 
not worthy of the Earth I tread upon, 
by reaſon of my Tranſgreſſhion, nor wor=-' 
thy of the Sun that ſhines upon me, by 
reaſon of my ſins, much lels to lift up 
either hands or eyes to Heaven, which- 
io oft have offended thee. 

JT; 

Thou haſt ſaid, that no unclean thing 
ſhall approach thy Holy Preſence, thou- 
being a God of purer eyes than to be- 
hold the leaſt iniquity 3 how then ſha}l 
I appear, who am overſpread with the 
Leprofie of Sin, and miſerably defiled 
with all Uncleanneſs ? 

IV. 

if David, a man after thine own 
heart, could ſay, that he was a worm ' 
and no man, but the very out-caft of 
the people, O what am 1! If Abraham, 
the Father of the Faithful, who had the 
honour to be called thy friend, could 
ay, that he was but ſinful duſt and 
aſhes: 
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aſhes: O what amTI! and if thy Servant 
Fob abhorred himſelf in duft and aſhes, 
that never (inned with his -lips, What 
muſt 1, O Lord, do, that have ſinned alt 
my Life-time ? 

V. 

E wilt, with holy David, confeſs my 
wickedneſs, and be ſorry for my ſin; I 
will not ſuffer mine eye to ſleep, nor 
mine eye-lids to ſlumber , neither the 
temples of my head to take any reſt, till 
I have by the mediation of thy dear Son 
obtained my Pardon, I will with Fere- 
aiah, wiſh that my head were waters, 
and mine eyes a fountain of tears, to 
weep day and night for my own unwor- 
thineſs. 

VE. 

} will with the poor Publican ftand 
afar off dejeQed, ſmiting my breaft, and 
ſay, God be merciful to me a ſinner; 
I will retur?t with the prodigal Son to. 
my Father's houſe , and ſay , Father, 
have finned againft Heaven, and in thy 
fight, and am no more worthy to be cal- 
led thy Son, make me as one af thy hired 
SErvants, 

VIE. 

I will, with St. Peter, weep bitterly for 
my paſt offences, and.endearour to mor- 
tific all my affett:ons here on Earth, and 
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place them above in the higheſt Hea- 
vens. 1 will pour out my Prayers in the 
bitterneſs of my Spirit, and if my dry 
eyes want tears, 1 will call unto my 
heart for tears of blood, wherewith L 
may ſupply them. 
VII 


O thou holy One, that inhabiteft E- 
ternity, caft me not away from thy pre- 
ſence, neither take thy Holy Spirit from 
me, but deal with me as thou didft with 
thy Servant David ; who no ſooner con- 
{ſed his fins, but thou forgaveft him alt 
his iniquities 3 and ſay unto my Soul as 
thou didſt to the man in the Goſpel, 
Son, be of good chegp, thy fins are. for= 
given thee. 


The PRAYER. 


©) God, who didſt ſ-verely puniſh our firſt 
Parents for eating the forbidden fruit,. 
and baſt ſo often recommended to us the neceſ- 
ſary Duties of Abſtinence and Faſting, grant, 
we beſeech thee, that by obſerving diligently 
thy Zoly Diſcipline prop:ſed to ws , in the 
Laws and Praftice of i'y Church, we may. 
corre onr L.evities, and revenge our Excej- 
ſes, and ſubdue our irregular Appetites, and 
fruftrate the Temptations of the Enemy, and 
ſecure our Perſeverance, and daily proceed 10. 
new 
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new degrees of Vertue and Devotion ;, tillin 
the end of our Lives we receive the end of 
our Labours, the Salvation of our Souls in 
thy heavenly Kingdom, through our Lord Je. 
ſus Chriſt thy Son, who with thee and the 
Holy Ghoft lives and reigns one God, World 
without end, Amen, 


MzDirarTlionN [L. 


Fridays weekly Faſt. _ 


Matth. 17.21. This kind goeth nor out but 


by prayer and faſting, 


E. 

Ave mercy on us, O GoJq, have 
i mercy on us ; for our Sonls truſt 
in thee, and under the ſhadow of thy 
wings will we hope, till our iniquities- 
Paſs away. Have mercy on us, O Lord, 
for we are weak ; heal us, O Lord, for 
we have finnedagainft thee 5 our iniqui- 
ties are gone over our head, and likea 
ſad burthen fit heavy on us. 

I. 
Will not our God require an account 
for theſe things ? will he not examine 
every 


bn 
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every paſſage of our lives ? He ſees the 
ſecrets of our hearts, and our darkeft 
fins are not hid from him. Lord, make 
ns judge our ſelves, left we be condemn- 
ed by thee, and repent us of our fins, 
left we be puniſh'd by thee. 

TIE, - 

Make us mortifie our ſenſes with 
diſcreet aufterities, particularly contra-- 
ry to the paſſions which moleft us, that 
we may reduce our bodies into ſubjettion 
toour minds, and our minds into ſubje- 
Qtion to:thee ; that as our too much 1i-- 
berty brought us to folly, our juft ſe- 
verity may bring us to pardon. Par- 
don, O Lord, the iniquity of our fins, . 
and graciouſly remove away all thy pu-- 
niſhments. 

IV. 

Enter not into judgment with thy Ser-- 
vants, O Lord, for in thy ſight ſhall no- 
one living be juftified ; our ruin, we 
confeſs, is wholly from our ſelves, and 
all our hope is in thy Salvation : if we 
repent, and ſay, Now we'll begin, *tis- 
time now to riſe from ſleep ; behold 
Temptation ftands at the door, and our 
weak reſiftance lets it in ; our corrupt. 
Nature conſpires with our Enemies, 
and: our Eyil Cuftoms prevail againft 


us,. 
Ve 
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V. 

Pity us, O Lord, thou who knoweſt 
whereof we are made; wean us from this 
World, thou who mad'ft us for a better: 
deliver us from the occaſions that ſo of. 
ten endanger us; deliver us from the 
occaſions that ſo often-overcome us ; de- 
liver us from. all ſudden-and- diſaftrouz 
miſchances 5 deliver us from.the miſe- 
ries of everlaſting torments. 

VI. 

Why art thou ſad, O-my Soul ? and 
why art thou diſquieted within me? till 
truſt in God, for ſtill we will praiſe his 
Holy Name ; he is our Saviour and our 
God. O praiſe our Lord, for he is -good, 
and his mercy endures for ever. Let all 
who fear our Lord, now ſay, that his 
mercy endures for ever. He was mind- 
ful of us in our low eſtate, and redeem'd 
us from our Enemies, for his mercy en- 
dures for. ever 5 he will guide us here in 
the ways of Peace,. he will bring us 
hereafter to. the Joys of Eternity, .for 
his mercy endures four ever; 


The PRAYER. 


Go1, who by thy - boly Doctrin- baſt 
ranght us to faſt; and watch, and pray, 
and by thy blefſed example powerfully engaged 

1 
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ws 10 follow thy ſteps > vouckſafe us, we be- 
ſeech thee, thy Grace, ſo to mortifie our bo- 
lizs, by withdrawing the fewel from our un- 
ruly p1ſhons, and reducing our immoderate 
ſleep ro 1be meaſures of neceſſary refreſtment, 
that our minds may the beter be diſpoſed for 
Prayer and Meditation, devoutly to celebrate 
lere the Faſts and Feſtivals of thy Charch, 
1nd eternally to rejoyce: with thee hereafter in 
the Kingdom of thy Glory, where with the 
Fither and the Hily Ghoſt thou liveſt and 
reigneſt ever one God world without end. 
Amen. 


MseDirarion III. 
Aſh-Wedneſday. 


Luke 4. 2. In thoſe days be did eat no- 
thing, 


F. 
Ome, Tet us faſt and mourn and. 
_ pray, for our Lord is merciful and 
juſt : Remember, O Man, that duft thou 
art, and into duft thou ſhalt return. All 


fleſh is graſs, and the pride thereof: " 
the 
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V. 

Pity us, O Lord, thou who knowef 
whereof we are made; wean us from this 
World, thou who mad'ft us for a better: 
deliver us from the occaſions that ſo of. 
ten endanger us; deliver us from the 
occaſions that ſo often-overcome us * de- 
liver us from. all ſudden-and- diſaftroys 
miſchances 5 deliver us from.the miſe- 
ries of everlaſting torments. 

VI. 

Why art thou ſad, O-my Soul ? and 
why art thou diſquieted within me? till 
truſt in God, for till we will praiſe his 
Holy Name ; he is our Saviour and our 
God. O praiſe our Lord, for he is good, 
and his mercy endures for ever. Let all 
who fear our Lord, now ſay, that his 
mercy endures for ever. He was mind- 
ful of us in our low eſtate, and redeem'd 
us from our Enemies, for his mercy en- 
dures for. ever 5 he will guide us here in 
the ways of Peace,. he will bring us 
hereafter to. the Joys of Eternity, .for 
his mercy endures for ever; 


The PRAYER. 


Go1, who by thy - boly Doctrin- baſt 

taught us to faſt; and watch, and pray, 

and by thy blefſed example powerfully engaged 
1 
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x 10 follow thy ſteps , vouchſafe us, we be- 
ſeech thee, thy Grace, ſo to mortifie our bo- 
lizs, by withdrawing the fewel from our un- 
my piſtons, and reducing our immoderate 
ſleep ro 1he meaſures of neceſſary vefreſkment, 
that our minds may the better be diſpoſed for 
Prayer and Meditation, devoutly to celebrate 
lee the Faſts and Feſtivals of thy Charch, 
and eternally no rejoyce- with thee bereafrey in 
the Kingdom of thy Glory , where with the 
Fither and the Hily Ghoſt thou liveſt and 
reigneſt ever one God world without end, 
Amen. 


Mzevpirarion III. 
Aſh-Weadneſday. 


Luke 4. 2. In thoſe days be did eat nd- 
thing, 


F. 
Ome, Tet us faſt and mourn and. 
_ pray, for our Lord is merciful and 
juſt : Remember, O Man, that duft thou 
art, and into duft thou ſhalt return. All 


fleſh is graſs, and the pride thereof - 
tne 
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the flower of the field; the graſs wi. 
thers, and the flower fades, and leaves 
the naked Sou] to Judgment : before 
Man is Life and Death, Good and Evil; 
that which he chuſes ſhall be given 
him 3 he that follows Vertue chule 
Good, but the vicious liver endleſs E 
vil, 
Il. 

When, O my Soul, did we ever folloy 
our paſſions, but they inſtantly wrought 
our difturbance,and threatned at laſt our 
ruin ? When did we ever turn out 
thoughts to Piety , but it preſently 
brought us Peace , and refreſht our 
mind with new hopes” of felicity ? The 
winds are often rough, and our owa 
weight preſſes us downwards. Reach 
forth, O Lord, thy ſaving-hand, and ſpee- 
dily deliver us. 

Il. | 

The Sun runs its courſe, or ſtands ftill, 
or goes back, as thou commandeft 5 the 
raging Sea grows calm, nay divides its 
waves at thy word ; only thine own [| 
r4el refifts the voice of their God. A Rod 
of DireQion is the Scepter of thy King: 
dom, ſwaying Man to obſerve the Diſct- 
Pline of Life. 


IV. 
When we had ſold our ſelves to = 
al 
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M::d were all become the ſlaves of Satan» 
wur bleſſed Jeſus deſcended fromHeaven» 
before :nd brought a vaſt price to buy out our 
Evil; Merreedom, the price was no leſs than his 
given Mown deareft blood, which he plenteouſly 
chaſes Whed on the Holy Croſs, depoſiting ſo his 
ls E Mireftimable Life, to reicue us Sinners 
from Eternal Death. 
F V. 
ollow MW Let us conſecrate this day to his Sa» 
\ught WM cred Memory, and tenderly compaſſionate 
t our W his unparallel'd Sufferings , repenting 
our WW from our hearts our many fins,and thank- 
-ntly WM fully admire his infinite mercies 5 let us 
our WF wean our minds from unbecoming de- 
Fhe W lights, and mortifie our ſenſes with a 
own I prudent reftraint5 tha&carried on the 
each W vings of Faſting and Alms, our Prayers 
dee Wl may mount wp more ſwiftly to Heaven. 
I 


VI. 

How admirably, O Lord, has thy Wiſ- 
til, WF tom contriv'd our Salvation , infuſing 
the WW even by our ſenſes Grace into our pre- 
it's WF cious Souls ? let none excuſe their wan» 
1]. Y fring from the freight path of Life : be- 
| hold a fteddy Guide, let none pretend 
5 IF faintnefs and want of Spirits to walk in 
cl- WO it, behold at every ſtep abundant Re-- 

freſhments ; the Church ſhines ever 
bright as the Sun, and ſheds all about as 

1, FF quickning beams. 
VIL. 
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VII: 
He that fram'd the Heart of Man de. © _ 
ſign'd it for himſelf, and bequeath'd it : 
unquietneſs, till poſſeft of its Maker, M** 
Vanity of vanities, all is vanity, but to 
love-our God and attend his Service, Al" 
thy wars, O Lord, are Mercyand Wi: * 
dom, and all thy Counſcls tend to our 
Happineſs, but we muſt en:ieavour to 
ſeek thy Heavenly Kingdom, and all 
things elſe ſhall be added to us. 


VII. 

Happily ends that day, whoſe evils 
end with it, cancell'd of juft Contrition; 
happily begins that night , which is in. 
troduc'd with afpirations-to our Eternal } 
Reſt; the Day is thine, and the Night is 
thine ; Lord, may thy Grace through 
both breed ns up alſo thine, 


IR. | 

Every Night approaches us nearer our 
laft, which reſerves for us Eternal Wa: 
ges, juſtly, yet with a. vaſt and gene- 
rons bounty, proportion'd to the work of 
eur days ; the Wiſe will always keep 
their Lamps ready trimm'd, that the 
Bridegroom's call may never ſurpriz 
them, 


Ne 
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XR, 

1 ſaw the bright Sun ſhew his flaming 
yes, and behold a thouſand rays filled 
the air, and beauteouſly gui'ded the 
Farth:his glorious Face,but maskt it ſelf 
ina cloud, and immediately they vaniſhe 
way, and their place was to be found 
ro more > and I ſaid ſuch, O my God, 
juſt ſuch, is the ſtability of every Crea- 
{ure, 
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The PRAYER». 


Y God, never kt me ſo rely on 

any ouward performances , that [ 
negle the improvement of my mind , leſt 
m fafting become an unprofitable trouble , 
and my prayer 4 vain lip-labour ; the Soul 
ond the Bedy make a Man; and the Spirit 
md Diſcipline make a Chriſtian, Never 
ket me ſo pretend 10 inmard etion , 


that 1 ſlight the outward obſervances of 
Rligien, leſt my thoughts grow proud and 
famaſtick, and all my Arguments be but 4 
lare for licentiouſneſs. 


II, 
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[I. 

O God, whoſe Providence introduces i 
Church 10 the ſober Diſcipline of Lent, by th 
mortifying Memento of the vile and frailma 
rer we are made of | Grant, we bumbly ly 
ſeech thee, that by Prayer and Faſting, wem, 
lay all proud Conceits in duſt and aſhes, an 
make fleſh and blood feel it ſelf bighly bonour'l, 
if by whatever Croſſes or Mortifications,itm 
be temper'd and rais'd to become a fit Inſtrs 
ment for ripening the Soul in tby love, thi 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt thy Son and our Saviou. 
Amen, 


urt 5. 
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Mz pitaTtion IV. 


Monday before Eaſter. 


Luke 22, 2. And the chief Prieſts and 
1 F: Scribes ſought bow they might kill bim, for 
EY y feared the people. 


I. 
"'L Was not thy Joys alone, Odear- 
eft Lord, that thou inſpiredft 
nto thy Holy Prophets ; but thou re- 
vealcdft 
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vealedft to them thy Sorrows too, an; 
commandedft them to publiſh them 
with a tender Care, that they not onl 
ſhould ſpeak thy Words, but the mare 
to affe& us, put on thy Perſon. O Ik 
our Eyes run down with Water, andou 
Hearts faint away with Grief, while we 
remember the Sufferings of our Lorg, 
and hear. his ſad Complaints. 


I. 

I gave my Body to thoſe that beat it, 
and my Cheeks to thoſe that buffete 
them. 1 turned not away from then 
that reproacht me, nor from them that 
ſpit on my Face > my Enemies whiſpet 
together,and ſpitefully malign me, When 
will he die and his Name periſh? My 
fam{li:r Friend, who did eat of my Bread, 
has _ his Heel againſt me, but 
thou upheEldeft me, -O Lord, in my Is 
tegrity, and ſets me before thy Face for 
ever. They compaſt me abvuut with 
Words of Malice, and fouZht againft me 
without a Cauſe; they rewarded me 
Evil for Good, and Hatred for my good 
will. 

II. 
I am poured forth like Water, I an 
taken away as a Shadow when it declines: 
My Heart within me is as melted Wat, 


and all my Bones are out of:Joynt z mſ 


Strength 
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ftrength is dryed up like a Potſheard, 


m:nd my Tongue cleaves to the Roof of 


ny Mouth ; I expedited ſome to pity me, 
M:nd there was none 5 I looked for Com- 
Whforters, but I found not one. 

IV. 

Omy God, my God, how far. haft 
thou forſaken me ! thou haſt brought 
me into the Duft of Death; our Fa- 
thers call'd to thee, and were deliver'd, 
they truſted in thee and were not aban- 


ll don'd : RutT am a Worm and no Man, 


the Reproach of Men, and the deſpis'd 
of the People ; all that ſee me laugh 
me to Scorn, they ſhoot out the Lip, and 
ſake the Head, ſaying, He trufted in 
God that he would fave him, let him de- 
liver him if he delight in him, ' Be not 
far from me, O Lord, my Strength, 
for Trouble is nigh and none to help 
me. 


: V. 
The Aﬀembly of the Wicked have 
ncloſed me about 3 they pierce my 
Hands and my Feet ; I may tell all my 
Bones 5 they gaze and ftare upon me 5 
they part my Garments among them, 
and on my Vefture they caft Lots; they 
gave me Gall to eat, and in my Thirft 
Vinegar to drink. AM theſe ſad things, 
0 Lord, thy Prophets foretold, to pre- 
O pare 
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pare our Faith for exorhitarit Truths, 
all theſe indeed they expreſily forctold ; 
but could there be found ſuch Wretches 
as would at them ? 

VI. 

Yes, O my God, thine own ſeleQed 
Nation conſpired againſt thee, and with 
innumerable Aﬀeonts moft barbaraufly 
murthered thee, this too, even this thy 
cruel Death thou plainly foreſhewedft; 
The inhabitants of Feruſalem ſhall look on 


' me whom they crucified, But, O you holy 


Prophets! what was the diſmal Cauſe 
that ſhed the Blood of this Spotlef 
Lamb ? He had, they quickly anſwer, 
done no iniquity, nor could any Fraud 
be found in his Mouth, buthe was ſmit- 
ten for the Sins of the People, and ta- 
ken away from the Land of the Living; 
he delivered up himſeif to Death, and 
was numbred with the Wicked 5 he bore 
the Sins of many, and prayed for his 
Tranſgreflors. | | 
VII. | 

All we, like Sheep have gone aftray, 
and God laid on him the Iniquity of us 
all ; he was wounded for our Offences, 
and bruiſed for our Tranſgreſhons 5 the 
Chaftiſement of our Peace was upon 
him; and by his Stripes we are healed, 
O blefſed Jeſu, who taokeft upon thee 
OUul 
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our Infirmities, to beftow on us thy 
own PerfeQions! heal us thou great 
Phyſician of our Souls ! and let us fin 
no more,left a worſe thing befal us. Heal 
us by the Myftery of thy holy Incarna- 
tion, and the meekneſs of thy humble 
Birth, 
VIIL 

Heal us by the precious Blood of thy 
Circumcifion, and'the ſweet and ever» 
bleſſed Name of Jeſus. Heal us by thy. 
cracious Manifeſtation to the Gentiles, 
and the powerful Influence of all thy Mi- 
racles. Heal us by the exemplary Obe- 
dience of thy Preſentation, and the So» 
reraign- Balſom of thy Pafftion, Heal 
ts by the Joys of thy vidtorious Reſur- 
rection, and the Triumph of thy glori- 
ous Aſcenſion. Heal us by the Memory 
of all thy Bleſſings ; Heal us by the Me- 
mory of this Day's Mercy. Heal us, O 
thou great Phyſician of our Souls! and 
let us fin no more, left a worſe thing 
befal us. 


The PRAYER. 


Lord God, whoſe Power is infinite, 

and Purity ſuch that cannot endure 

the beboJding any thing that #s uncl-an ; How 
O 2 fhould 
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Jhould I that am forlorn Duſt and ſinful Fleſh, 
preſume or dare 10 preſent my ſelf before 
thee ? When I Look on the vileneſs of my Na- 
ture, and the finfulneſs of my Life, 1 cannot 
chuſe but cry out and ſay, Woe unto me, | 
am undone, I am of polluted Lips, tbe very 
Prayers | make 20 crave Pardon for my Sing, 
are ſtained in the Uttering, and muſt needs 
add to my Tranſgreſtons, if in Fudgomen 
or Fuſtice thou ſhouldeſt weigh and examin 
them, 
H, 

But, O Lord, vhou art 4 God of infinite 
Compaſhon, that wouldeſt not the Death of 4 
Sinner, but rather that he may be converted 
.and live ; thou baſt not only allowed me, but 


. commanded me t0 call upon thee in all my 


Troubles and. Diſtreſes, thou haſt promiſed 
that at what time ſoever 4 Sinner doth repent 


-bim of bis Sins, thou wilt put away all bj 


Iniquities out of thy Remembrance 3 in obedi- 
dience therefore to thu thy Command, andin 
Confidence to this thy Promiſe, |] am imbold- 
ned at this Time 10 appear before thee, re- 
nouncing all Merit and Truſt, Confidence 
and Affrance in my ſelf, and relying only 01 
thy Mercy and the Sovereign Mediation of 
my Lord and Stviour Feſus Chriſt, 
II, 

O Lord, hear thine own Son for me, 0 
Lord, bear thine own Self in me, the bleſ:d 
Sptris 
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tpirit of thine which makes Interceſfons for 
me, with Sighs and Groans, that cannot be 
expreſſed, Pardon and forgive all my Sins, 
brb Original and Afual, of Omiſffion or Com- 
niſin, of Thought, Word or Deed ; of lg- 
wrarce, of Infirmity, of Preſumption, which 
[hve at any Time commined againſt thee, 
rail th-m to the Croſs of Chriſt, 1hat they 
may never riſe up in Fudgment againſt me, 
either 10 ſhame me in this World, or condemn 
in the World ro come, Amen. 


MEDITATION V. 


Tueſday before Eafter. 


Rom, 5. $. But God commendeth his Love 
toward us, in that while we were yet ſin- 
ners, Chriſt died for us... 


[. 

H_ our Lord all you Nations of 
the Earth, praiſe bim with the 
Voice of Joy and Thankſgiving 5 praiſe 
him with the well-tun'd Strings of your 
Heart ; praiſe him with the ſweeteſt 
Inſtrument, Obedience ; Let eyery one 
Q.3. that. - 
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that pretends to felicity ſing immorta 
Praiſes to the God of our Salvation! He? 


is our full and all-{ufficient Redeemer :! 


He has perfte&aly finiſhed what he graci4 


outly undertook ; for all our Treſpaſlcs} 
he has made Satisfattion, for all gur' 


Forteitures he has paid the Ranſom. 


II, | 

We by diſobedience were baniſht from! 
Paradiſe, and he has received us into his! 
own Kingdom : We wander'd up and! 
down in the Wilderneſs of Errour, and! 
he has guided us into the way of Truth: | 
We are byNature theChildren of Wrath, | 
and he has media ted our Peace with his | 
oftended Father ; we were become the | 
Slaves of Sin, and he has bought our } 
Freedom with his own Blood : We! 
were in Bondage to the Dominion } 


of Satan, and he has overcome 


and confin'd his Power; we were it 
danger of ſinking into Hell, and he has | 


{ay'd us from that bottomleſs Pit. 
[II. 


TheGates of Heaven were ſhut againk ! 
ns, and he went up himſelf, and open'd | 
them to all Believers, diſſolving for ever | 


the Terrours of Death, and rendring 
now but a Paſſage into Life. O dear- 
eft Lord, who mad us firſt of nothing, 
and reftored us again when we __ un- 

one 


er 


If» | 
g, 


_— 
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T tone ourſelves, who wouldeft at any 


nte redcem vs from Miſery, at any rate 
procure our Felicity; how came we 
Wreiches to be ſo confidered ! how came 
we Sinners to obtain ſuch Favour ! that 
from thy Throne of Glory, where Sera- 
phims ador'd thee, thou ſhouldeft deſcend 
on our Earth, where Slaves affronted 
- —- es 
IV. | 

That thou ſhouldeft lead a Life of 
Poverty and Labour, and die a Death of 
Shame and Sorrow ; that thou ſhouldeft 
do all this ſor ſuch Worms as we, with- 
out the leaſt Concern or Benefit to thy 
ſe'f, only to rajſe us up from our hum- 
ble Duſt, and ſet us to ſhine with thy 
gorious Angels. O infinite Goodneſs ! 
the bounteous Author of all our Hopes, 
and Rtrong Deliverer of all our Fears ! 
What ſhall we fay to this thy exceſhve 
Charity ? what ſhall we render for theſe 
thy unſpeakable Mercies ? we ſearch 
over all we have, and find nothing to 
return thee, but what thy ſelf has free- 
ly given us; We ſearch over all thou 
haſt given us, and find nothing thou ex- 
pecteft, hut that we uſe thy Gifts to 
make our ſelves happy. 


Q 4 


Y, 
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O may our Souls perpetually bleſs! 
thee, and every Minute of our Time! 
be ſpent in thy Service. Let us not live, 
O Lord, but to love thee, nor breath 
but to ſpeak thy Praiſe, nor be at all, 
but to. be all thine. Say on my Soul, 
the Praiſes of thy Lord, fay on with 
freſh Attention the Mercies of thy God, 
whole Wiſdom has contrived ſo compen. | 
dious a Method, to redeem mankind by 
one ſhort Word : He ſaw the only cauſe 
of all our Ruine, was our Love miſplac'd 
on this preſent World : He ſaw the only 
Remedy of all our Miſery, was to fix 
our Love on the World to comes | 

VI. 

This therefore was his great Intent, 
and in this concentred all his Merits, to | 
change the Biaſs of our wrong-ſet Hearts, 
by eſtabliſhing among us new Motives 
of Charity, ſuch as might ſtrongly in- | 
cline our AﬀeGions, and efficacioufly 
draw us to love our True God; ſuch as 
might gain by degrees upon all Mankind, | 
and render Salvation eaſie and univer- 
ſal: For this he came down from his Fa- 
thers Boſom, to teach us the Rules of 
Eternal Life ; that we might firmly be- 
lieve thoſe ſacred Truths, whichGod him- 
telf with his own Mouth hath told us £ 

VIl 
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VII. 
For this he convers'd ſo long on our 


J Earth, to encourage ynd provoke us by 


his own Example 3 that we might confi- - 
t&ntly embrace thoſe unqueſtionable ver- 
tues, which God him(elf in his own Pere 
ſon had prattifſed : For this he endured- 
thoſe ſharp and many AfMliions, and 
became at laſt obedient even to Death, 
that we might patiently ſuffer whatever 
might befal us when God himſelf was - 
ſ treated by his Creatures : For this he 
ſoften preacht of the Joys of Heaven, 
and ſet them before us in (loclear a Light, 
that ſeeing ſo rich a Prize hang at the 
Race's End, we might run and ftrain qur 
utmoſt force to gain it. 

VIII. 

For this he ordain'd the Myfteries of 
Grace, and left us a Sacrifice of his Bo- 
dy and Blood, that he might breed and 
nouriſh in us the Life of Charity, and 
raviſh our Hearts with the ſweetneſs of 
his Preſence : For this he afſum'd thoſe 
ſtrange endearing Names of Friend, and 
Brother, and Spouſe to us Wretches, do- 
ing more for us than all thoſe Names im- 
port, and far more than all our Hearts - 
an wiſh. Bleſſed, O glorious Jeſu, be 
the Wiſdom of thy Mercy , that has- 
found ſo ſweet and ſhort a way to fave 
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us, Thou art, O- Lord, the Cauſe of | 
our Love, and Love the cauſe of our | 
Happineſs, 
IX. | 

By Love we fulfil all thy Commands; | 
and, by making us love, thou fulfiiledft 
all thy Fathers. By Love we are recon- 
ciled from Enemies to Friends : By Love 
we are tranſlated from Death to Life ; 
By Love we are delivered from the fear 
of Hell : By Love we are adopted to be | 
Heirs of Heaven : By Love we are dil- 
poſed for that bliſsful Viſion : By Love 
weare ſecur'd of the Enjoyment of our 
God, who by the ſule Perfettion of his 
own free Goudnels, can-never deny him- 
ſelf to any that love him ; elſe would 
their very loving him, be the cauſe of 
their Miſery, tince the Miſery of a Soul 
3s the want of what it loves. 

X, 

Thus, Lord, whate're thy Holy £cri- | 
ptures record of thee, in Expreſſions 
fuited fo our low Capacities; Whate're 
they ſay of thy reſtoring all things, and 
repairing again the Ruins.of Mankind 
all is exa&tly verified by this one Line, 
which may our thankful Hearts repeat 
with Joy; Heaven is attained by Love 
zone, and. Love alone by thee. 


The 
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The PRAYER. 


[. 
Lord, 1 confeſs that I am unworthy 
to come before thee, to draw nigh 
unto thee, or to receive any favour from thee,, 
and that becauſe of the Rebellicn of my Na- 
tre : 1 have juſt cauſe to cry out with the 
Leper,, Iam unclean, Iam unclean ; un- 
clean by original Corruption, which like 4 
Leproſy h2th aver-ſpread all the Powers and 
Eculties of my Seul 3 wiclean by th:ſe num- 
berleſs number of aFual Tranſgreſffons, which: 
throughout the whole courſe of my Life 1 have 
committed againſt thee. 
It. | 

0 Lord, what has my whole Life been, but 
4 Violation of thy jufi and righteous Laws, 
and a negleting of that Good which hath” 
bzen offer'd unto me ? Committing much evil, 
who might have received much good, finning. 
in much preſumption again#t hee, in thy Na- 
mre, in thy Anributes, in thy Name, in thy, 
Word, in thy Werſbip againſt ore anothey, in 
2] thoſe Relations wherein thou haft placed 
me, 

Il. 

O Lord, my Sins have not only been mul= 
tiplied, but aggravated by theſe Circum- 
ltances of Knowledg, of Love, of _ 

An j 
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end of Fudgment , they have been Sins of | 
a Crimſon Dy:, becauſe too often committed. 
againſt Convitions of Conſcience, notwith- 
ftanding the Motions of thy Spirit, againſt 
the Truth of thy Word, againſt the Wooing of 
thy Love, againſt the Stroaks of thy Wrath, | 
ſtill bardning my Heart in Diſobedience and 
Reb:Ilion againſt thee. 


IV. 

[ come therefore, O Lord, into thy Pre. 
ſence at this Tim?, diſcluiming my own Righ- 
reouſneſs, and abhorring my ſelf for all my 
former Wickedneſs, and only in thy Name, 
for the Merit, and through the Mediation 
of my dear Redeemer Chriſt Feſus, in 
whom alone thou art well . pleaſed, A» 


men, 


nitted | 


with. 
ainſt 


ug of | 


Tath, 


and | 


Pre. 
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me, 
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fohn 11. 50. It is expedient for us that one 
fthould die for tbe people, and not the whole 


nation periſh, 


K 

Ord, how the World requites thy 

Love! how ingrateful are we to 
thy bleſſed Memory ! we negligently for- 
cet thy Sacred Paſſhon, or rather far 
worſe, our Sins renew thy Suffcrings. 
While we deprive others of their Right, 
what do we elſe but diveft thee of thy 
Cloaths ? while we delight in Strife and 
Schiſm, what do we elſe but rend th 
feamleſs Coat ? If we deſpiſe the lea 
of thy Servants, are we not as ſo many 
Herods that ſcorn'd thee ?- if we for fear 
proceed againft our Conſcience, how are 
we better than Pilate that condemned 
thee ? 


I. 
By forſaking thy Will to follow our 
own, do we not chule a — 
e 
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fore thee?by retaining a ſharp and hitter | 
Malice, do we not give thee Vinegar and 
Gall to drink ? by ſhewing no Mercy to ' 
the poor and att &ed, do we not paſs | 
by thy Crols as Strangers unconcern'd ? 
thus we again Crucify the Lord of Glo- 
ry, and put himatreſh to an open ſhame: 
Is this, O wretched we! the Duty we 
pay to the Sacred Memory of vur dear 
Redeemer ? are theſe the Thanks our 
Gratitude returns to that ftrange exceſs 
of our Saviour's Love? 

IL. 

When we ſat in Darkneſs, he took us 
by the Hand and kindly led us into his 
own Light : We ſought not him, but he 
came from far to find us; we look'd not 
towards him, but his Mercy called after 
us; he cali'd aloud in the Words of Ten- 
derneſs, Why will you- periſh, O you: 
Children of Men ? why will you run af- 
ter empty Trifles, as if there were no- 
Joys above with me ? Return, O you 
dear-bought Souls, and 1 will receive 
you 5 repent, and though you had really 
crucified me, 1 will forgive you. 


Behold, O blefſed J=ſn, to thee we 
come, and on thy holy Croſs faſten all 
our Confidence ; never will we unclaſÞ 
our faichful Hold,till thy Grace has m_ 
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the Pardon of our Sins: Never will we_ 
part from that Standard of Hope, till 
our troubled Conſciences be diſmift in” 
Peace. Then will we ſtand and ſigh and 
weep, and every one humbly ſay, To 
thy Mercy, Jeſu, my God, I ſuffer Vioe 
ence, anſwer thou for me, my only Sa- 
viour 5 O ſenſeleſs we, that ſo little 
conſider what we do againſt our Saviour, 
or what he ſuffer'd for us. 
V, 

Be filent, O my Soul, and thy Lord 
will anſwer for thee, be content and he 
iS thy Security, be innocent and he will. 
defend thee, be humble and he will ex- 
alt theez he will forgive thee all thou 
repenteſt > he will beftow on thee more 
than thou askeft: Never let us fear the 
favour of our God, if we can but efteem: 
and Cefire it 5 he that ſo freely gave us 
himſelf, will he not with himſelt give 
us all things elſe ? is not his painful Life- 
and bitter Death a ſufficient Pledg of his 
Love tous ? is not his infinite Love to 
us ſufficient motive of our buty to-him ? 

VI. 

A Duty to which we are ſo many ways 
obliged, and wherein our Eternity 1s: 
ſo highly concern'd ; ſurely they have 
little Faith, and far leſs Hope, who 
doubt the Mercies of o gracious a God :: 
Mercies: 
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fore thee?by retaining a ſharp and bitter 
Malice, do we not give thee Vinegar and 
Gall to drink ? by ſhewing no Mercy to 


the poor and atfl Qed, do we not pals | 


by thy Croſs as Strangers unconcern'd ? 
thus we again Crucify the Lord of Glo- 
ry, and put himatreſh to an open ſhame: 
Is this, O wretched we! the Duty we 


pay to the Sacred Memory of vur dear 


Redeemer ? are theſe the Thanks our 

Gratitude returns to that ftrange exceſs 
of our Saviour's Love? 
Hl. 

When we ſat in Darkneſs, he took us 


by the Hand and kindly led us into his 


own Light : We ſought not him, but he 


came from far to find us; we look'd not 


towards him, but his Mercy called after 
us he cali'd aloud in the Words of Ten- 
derneſs, Why will you periſh, O you 
Children of Men ? why will you run af. 


ter empty Trifles, as if there were no- 


Joys above with me ? Return, O you: 
dear-bought Souls, and I will receive 
you 5 repent, and though you had really 
crucified me, 1 will forgive you. 

IV. 

Behold, O blefſed Jeſn, to thee we 
come, and on thy holy Croſs faſten atl 
our Confidence ; never will we unclaſp 
our faichful Hold;till thy Grace has ſeal'd: 

the: 
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the Pardon of our Sins: Never will we_ 
part from that Standard of Hope, till 
ur troubled Conſciences be diſmift in" 
Peace. Then will we ſtand and ſigh and 
weep, and every one humbly ſay, To 
thy Mercy, Jeſu, my God, I ſuffer Vio. 
lence, anſwer thou for me, my only Sa- 
viour > O ſenſeleſs we, that ſo little 
conſider what we do againſt our Saviour, 
or what he ſuffer'd for us. 
V, 

Be filent, O my Soul, and thy Lord 
will anſwer for thee, be content and he- 
is thy Security, be innocent and he will. 
defend thee, be humble and he will ex- 
alt theez he will forgive thee all thou 
repenteft; he will beſtow on thee more 
than thou askeſt : Never let us fear the 
favour of our God, if we can but efteem: 
and defire it 5 he that ſo freely gave us 
himſelf, will he not with himſelt give 
us all things elſe ? is not his painful Life: 
and bitter Death a ſufficient Pledg of his 
Love tous ? is not his inflnite Love to 
us ſufficient motive of our Duty to-him e 

VL 

A Duty to which we are ſo many ways 
obliged, and wherein our Eternity 1s- 
ſo highly concern'd ; - ſurely they have 
little Faith, and far leſs Hope, who 
doubt the Mercies of ſo gracious a God :: 
Mercies. 
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Mercies confirm'd by a thouſandMiracles, 
and dearly ſeal'd by his own Blood, that 
Innocent Blood which was ſhed for us, to 
appeaſe the Wrath of his offended Fi. 
ther 5 that Blood, whoſe every preci- 


ous Drop was worthy to ſave ſo many 


Worlds. 
VII. 


O bleſt and all-redeeming Blood, which: 


flowed fo freely from the ſource of Life ! 
bath our polluted Souls in thy clear 
Streams, and purge away all our foul 
Impurities, Cleanſe us, O merciful 


Lord, from our ſecret Faults, and from 


thoſe darling Sins that moft abuſe us ; 


waſh off the Stains which our Malice has- 


cauſed in others, and thoſe which our 


Weakneſs has received of them. Let 


not them pzriſh by our occaſiun, nor us 


be undone by theirs ; but let our Cha-' 


rity aſhift- one another , and thy Cle- 
mency pardon us all. 
VIIL. 


Pardon, O gracious Jeſu, what we 
have been, and with thy holy Diſcipline 


corre what we are: Order by thy Pro- 
vidence what we ſhall be, and in the end 


crown thy own Gifts. Shonldeſt thou, 


O Lord, have dealt with us in rigour, 
we had long ſince heen ſentenced to eter- 


nal Death 5 long ſince our guilty Souls. 


had 


t'e: 
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had been ſnacht away, and hurried down 
to everlaſting Torments 3 but thy gra- 
ious Mercy has reprieved our Lives, * 
and given us ſpace to work Out our Par- 
dons» Thou art the Propitiation for 
our Sins ; and not for ours obly, but for 
the Sins of the whole World. 
IX, 

Now is the Time of acceptance, now 
is the Day of Salvation: Let us demean 
ourſelves as the Servants of God, in faft. 
ing and praying, in watching, patience 
and Charity ; Now is the time of accep- 
tance with thee 3 now is the Day of Sal- 
vation for us Now let us mourn for 
our former Offences, and bring forth 
Fruits worthy of Repentance. If we, 
0 Jeſu, have hitherto perſecuted thee, 
and with our Sins nailed thee on the 
Tree of Death 3 now let our whole en- 
deavours attend thy Service, and loyally 
conſpire to uncrucihe their Lord. 


Let us aſcend the Mount of Calvary, 
and often as we go kiſs thy holy Steps: 
We kiſs thySteps when we love thy ways, 
and humble our ſelves and follow thee. 
Let us there on our Knees approach thy 
Croſs, and reverently cover thy naked 
Body 3 we cover thee, when our Cha- 


rity cloaths thy Servants, and hides the 
Infirmities 
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Infirmities of thy little onzs. Let us 
| there with tendereft care unfaften the Y 
Nails, and gently drav: them our of thy | 


Hands and Feet ; We draw them out, Y " 
when we freely obey thy Will, and loo: | , 
fen our AﬀeCtions from cleaving tathe : 
World. | « 

Xl. p 


Lord, when we thus have reſcu'd thee, 
and plac'd thee again on thy Throne of | 
Glory ; inftead of thy ſelf, nail thou us 
to the Croſs, who really deſerve what } 
thou really enduredft, © Crucifie our 
Fleſh with the Fear of thee, and give | 
us. our Portion of Sorrow here: Cru- 
cite the World to us, and us to the 
World ; th:t dead to it, we may live in 
thee ! atleaſt, live thou in us, O holy | 
Jeſu ! and fit our Sonls for ſo glorious 
a Gueſt. inter into onr Hearts, and 
fill them with thy ſelf, that no room be 
left for any thing hut thee. One only 
Hope we have. thy care of us; one only 
Fear, our neglett of our ſelves, 


TM PRAYER 


[. 
Gol, who, to preſerve in reach of 
Happineſs thoſe whom thou preſerveſt 

in being, ſenteſt down in the fulneſs of m—_ 

thy 
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thy Son Chriſt Feſus to ſave the World from 
Ruin, into which Adam's Fall bad plung'd 
it! and didſt die for us Sinners, that we 
might live, - Fill our Scals, we beſeech thee, 
through deep 4dmiration of this thy exceffrve 
Bounty, with an overflowing Zove cf thy ſelf, 
infinitely fuller of Goodneſs than even it y ſelf 
canſt expreſs tous, 
IH. 

And grant that thu Love may ſo power- 
fully endear 10 us, our beauenly Maſter's 
ruling Precepts and Example, that we may 
ſeriouſly contemplate, and meditate upon his 
birter Death and Paſſion, that our perfett 
obſerving them may reciprocally raiſe 1his 
Love, till it fit ws for our only bliſs, be 
Eternal Enjoyment of thee, through our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, thy Son, and our Saviour and 
Redeemer, who died upon the Croſs for our 
Sins, and roſe again for our Fufftification, 
who with thee and the Holy Ghoſt, liveth and 
reigneth one Gcd, World without end. 
Amen. 


Part 5. 


Mzpitartion VII. 
Thurſday before Eaſter. 


Luke 23. 21. But they cried, ſaying, Cru» 
cify bim, crucify. bim. - 


| of 
Y God, who can complain of do- 


ing too much, if they confider 
the labour of Jeſus ? thoſe painful la+ 
bours he ſo freely: undertook, and mild- 
ly ftoopt to his humble Task ? When he 
might have flown on the Wings of Che- 
rubims, he chole to walk with us Worms 
in the Duft ; when he might have called 
for Manna from Heaven, in the ſweat 
of his Brows he would eat his. Bread; 


when he might have made the Angels. 


his Footftool,; he rather became the Ser- 


vant of his Parents, living with them. 


in their little Cottage, and readily obey- 
ing even their leaft Command, 
Il. 


There, in that humble privacy he en-- 
creaſed in Wiſdom, and grew in Grace. 
both with Godand Man ; till by his pi-- 
ous 
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ous Candor, gaining the Love of thoſe 
happy few char ſaw his Life; that ſaw 
thy haly Life, O glorious Jeſu, and heard 
with Joy and Wonder thy incomparable 
Sayings; that felt a genle motion ftir 
their Hearts to love and imitate ſo bleft 
a Pattern. O that the ſame (weet Spi- 
rit of Grace might draw our Minds , 
dear Lord, to thee 3 O that we could, 
in every Paſſage of our Life, till adtu- 
ally refle&t on the Example of thine ! 
III, 

Thy retirements were nlled with ho- 
ly Specufations, and in the midft of By- 
linels thy Mind was free for Heaven : 
Thy Converſe with others ſpent no 
time 5 but beftow'd every Moment in 
excellent Charity, to inſtru the Igno- 
rant, and reduce the Deceived ; to com- 
fort the 1 Mifed, and heal the Diſeaſedz 
to convince the Froward, and abſlolve 
the Penitent, and perſwade all the World 
to be truly happy. It was thy Meat 
and Drink to do thy Father's Will 3 O 
make it ours. to perform thine; make 
us in every Aion fti!] think on thee, 
what thou wouldeft couuſel us to do ; 
what thou thy ſelf woul:!it do, O bleffed 
Jeſu, if thou again wert: here among 
us; and when we thus have learn'd our 
duty, Loid make us do what thou haft 
made us know, IV, 
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IV. 

Take up thy Croſs, and follow thy 
Lord, for his Yoke is ſweet and his Bur- 
then light, My God, who can repine 
at ſuffering too much, if they remem. 
ber the Aﬀflitions of Jeſus 2 Thoſe ma- 
ny AfﬀMiQtions he ſo patiently endured, 
and bore with filence all their weight, 
even from his humble Cradle, in the 
Grot of Bethelem, to his bitter Croſs on 
the Mount of Calvary. He humbled him- 
felf for us,and became obedient to Death, 
even the Death of the Croſs, 

V. 

How little do we read of glad and pro- 
ſperous, how much of Pains and Grief, 
and perp<tual Afﬀronts ? Sometimes a- 
bandon'd by his neareft Friends, and 
left alone among all his Diſcom- 
forts > ſometimes purſued by his fierceſt 
Enemies, and made the common mark 
of all their Spite : Sometimes they plot 
to enſnare him in his Words, and envi- 
ouſly flander his miraculous Deeds: Some- 
times tumultuouſly they gather about 
him, to gaze at and abuſe this Man of 
Sorrows : Sometimes they furiouſly ſeize 
on his Perſon, and hale and drag him 
along the Streets: At laſt they all con- 
ſpire to take away his Life,and condemn 
him to a ſharp and cruel Death. 
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V1. 

Have you not ſeen a harmleſs Lamb 
tand lent in the midft of ravening 
Wolves ? So ftood the [Prince of Peace 
and Innocence, beſieged with a Ring of 
avage Jews, When they blaſphemed 
him, he replied not again : and when 
they injurioufly ſtruck him, he.only obs 
rved tneir Raſhneſs; when they prp- 
roked him with their atmoſt Malice, he 
pleaded their Excuſe.; and when they 
£11 d him, he earneſtly prayed for their 
Pardon. O ftrange Ingratitude of Hu- 
man Nature, thus barbarouſly to cruci- 
he the World's Redeemer ! O admirable 
Love of the Work's Redeemer, thus pa» 
tiently to die for Human Nature ! 

VIE 

Say now my Soul, for whom thy dear= 
et Lord endured all this, . and infinitely 
more, Canſt thou complain of thy little 
Troubles, when the King of Glory was 
thus affited? Canft thou complain of 
2 meanly furniſht Houſe, whea' the. Son 
of God had not where to lay his Head ? 
We wear the Badg of a crucified Lord, 
and ſhall we ſhrink back at every croſs 
we meet ? We believe in a God that 
was crown'd: with Thorns, ' and ihall we 
abide to tread on nothing but Roſes ? 
Before our Eyes, 'O Jeſu, we fee thee 
humble 
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humble and meek,and ſhall thy Servants 
be proud and-inſolent ? 

VIII. 

We ſee thee travel up and down poor 
and unregarded, and ſhall thy Follower 
ftrive to be rich and efteemed ? Thy 
charitable Labours were maliciouſly lan. 
der*'d, and ſhall not our Faults have the 
patience tobe reprov'd ? Thou diſdain 
edſt not to be call'd in ſcorn, The Carpet- 
rer's Son, and cannot our lowneſs bear a 
little diſparagement ?£- O how unlike are 
we to that blett Original, who deſcended 
from: Heaven to become our Pattern! 
How do we go aftray from that Sacred 
Path, which the holy Jeſus traced with 
his own Steps ! 

IX, : 


Pity, O dear Redeemer, the Infirmi- 
ties of thy. Children, and ftrengthen 
with thy Grace our fainting Hearts; arm 
us, O glorious Conquerour of Sin and 
Death, againft all the Fears and Terrors 
of this World : Arm all our Powers 
with thoſe Celeftial: Vertues' of Faith, 
Hope, and invincible Love, that we 
may ftill go on, and reſolutely meet 
whatever ſtands in our way to Heaven. 
Since we 'muſft ſuffer as Chriſtians, and 
deſerve it as Sinners ; Lord, let us bear 
it as becomes thy Servants; Unworthy 
arc 
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are we, O Lord, of the leaſt of thy Fa- 
vours 3 Olet thy Paſhon make us wor- 
thy of the greateſt. 

X 


My God, when I conſider what thou 
haft (uffered for us, and what we have 
done againft ourſelves ; I am amaz'd at 
the Wonders of thy Goodneſs, . and con- 
founded at the vileneſs of our Miſery : 
Our Sins were the cauſe of thy cruel 
Death, yet fill we permit them to live 
in us, Weentertain the worft of thine 
Enemies, and treacherouſly lodg them 
8 our own Boſoms, preferring a petty 
Intereſt before thy Heaven, a traniitory 
Pleaſure before eternal Felicity. 

Xl. 

Many, we confeſs, are the Follies of 
our Life, . and our conſciences tremble 
at their own great Guilt ; Many are the 
times thou haft gracioufly pardon d ns, 
and till we relapſe and abuſe thy Cle- 
mency. The Memory of our Tranſ- 
crefions is bitter to us,and the Thoughts 
of our Ingratitude extreamly afflits us ; 
but is there, O my Jeſu, any ftain ſo 


foul which thy precious Blood cannot 
- waſh away ? 1s there any heap of Sins ſo 
vaſt, to exceed the number-of._ thy infi- 


nite :Mercies ? O no, thou canft forgive 
more than we can offend I; but thoo witt 
not 


\ 
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not forgive unleſs we fear to offend; un- 
leſs we'ſeek to thee for Peace and Recon- 
cilement, and humble our ſelves in thy 
holy Preſence. 

X11. 

Wherefore, behold, O Lord, we fall 
down at thy crucified Feet, and there 
ask Pardon for our perverſe AﬀeCions: 
Reverently we kiſs thy pierced Hands 
and implore forgiveneſs of our wicked 
AQions: Humbly we ſalute thy bleed- 
ing Side, and fupplicate thy Grace to 
purifie our Intentions. Open thou, 0 
| Lord, our Lips to accuſe our Crimes, 
that we bluſh not to confeſs what we 
feared not to do: make us confeſs our 
Sins unto thee in an humble manner, 
then thou, out of thine abundant Good: 
neſs, wilt afſuredly pardon us : Extend 
thy Mercy, O Lord, over all thy Works, 
ſince thy ſelf has declared, "tis above all 
thine own, 


The PRAYER. 


I. 

Ook-up, my Soul, on thy crucified Lord, 
| Þ hob up and ſee the der carr 
'of Divine Love : Already we bad carried on 
10 4 fair degree the work of our Redemption, 
in Fafting and Praying, in ——_ 
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Preaching, in doing Miracles, and bearing 
Injuries 3 but now, 10 finiſh all with one in- 
comparable Charity, bebold be ſuffers even 
Death i1ſelf, and Death upon the Croſs. Look 
down, O Lord, we beſeech thee, upon us, 
for whom our Lord Feſus Chriſt vouchſaft to 
te betrayed into the Hands ' the Wicked, and 
undergo the Torments of the Croſs, wbo 
with thee and the Holy Ghoſt, lives and reigns 
one God, World without End, Amen. 
a. * 

0 God, who by the mortifying Diſcipline 
of Lent, baſt graciouſly diſpoſed us for the 
ſolemn Seaſon of cloſer Preparation 10 cele= 
brate the Memory of our Saviour*s biney 
Paſron, make us now, we beſeech thee, (0 
devoutly attend 10, and throughly mediate 
every circumſtance of this dear Myſtery, thas 
our Lord Feſus may appear crucified even be- 
fore our Eyes, and meh our Hearts with ſuch 
tender Compaſſion, as may kill in them all 
Sin, the ſole Cauſe of bis Sufferings, and fit 
us by 4 perfet Love of bim, yy happy 
pare in bis glorious Reſurreion, through 
the ſame our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who with 
thee and the Holy Ghoſt, lives and reigns ever 
one God, World without End, Amen, 
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MeDpitation VIII 


Good Friday. 


Matth. 27.50. Feſus, when be bad cried 
again with a lond voite, yielded np the 
Gboſt, 

: I. 
Hall we rejoyce, -my Soul, to day? 
3 ſhall we not mourn at the Funeral 
of our dear Redeemer ? Such, Oh my 

Lord, was the exceſs of thy Goodneſs, 

to derive Joys for us from thine own 

Sorrows: Thou forbadeft thy Follow- 

ers to weep for thee, and reſervedft to 

thy ſelf alone the Shame and Grief: 

Thou inviteft all. the World to glory 

in thy-Crolſs, and command'ft us to de- 

Heht'in the Memory of thy Pafhion.. 

II , 
Sing then, all yon dear-bought Nati 
ons of the Earth, fing Hymns of Glory 
to the Holy Jeſus ; ſing every one who 
pretends to felicity, ſing immortal prai- 


{es to the God of our Salvation 5, to _ 
who 


£3 oQ 


Part 5» Good Friday. 337 


who for us endur'd ſo much ſcorn, and 
patiently received ſo many injuries 5 
— Þ© :0 him, who for us-ſweat drops of Blood, 
and drank of the Dregs of his Fathers 
Wrath 5 to the Eternal Lord of Hea- 
ren and Farth, who for us was ſlain by 
the hands of the wicked; who for us 
was led away as a Sheep to the Slaugh- 
ter, and as a mezk Lamb open'd nor 
ried © his Mouth. 
the [tI. 
Whither, O my God, did thy Com- 
paſhon carry thee !' How did thy Charity 
too far prevail with thee ! Was it not 
y? © coough to become Man for us, but thou 
ral Y muft expoſe thy (elf to all our miſeries ? 
my I vas it not enough to labour all thy Life, 
fs, M but thou muſt ſuffer for us even the 
wa £ pains of Death ? No, gracious Lord, 
w- © thy Mercy ftill obferv'd ſome wants in 
to © our Nature as yet unfupplied : thou 
f: F ſfaweſt our too much fondneſs of Life, 
ry & needed thy parting with it, to reconcile 
e- © us to Death : thou ſaweſt our fear of 

Sufferings could no way be abated, but 

by freely undergoing them in thine own: 
1- I perſon. 


FV.. 
0 Q bleſſed Jeſu, whoſe Grace alone be- 
- UF gins and perfefts all our hopes ; how 
are we bound to praiſe thy Love! how 
P: 3: infinitely: 
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infinitely oblig'd to adore thy Goodneſs! 
Ar any rate thou would'ft ftill go on, to 
heal our weak and wounded Nature, & 
ven at the price of thine own dear 
Blood, thou would'ft finih for us the 
Purchaſe of Heaven. 


V. 

Awake, my Soul, and ſpecdily pre- 
pare thy richeſt Sacrifice of humbte 
praiſe : awake, and ſummon al} thy 
thoughts to make haſt, and adore our 
great Redeemer; for now *tis time 
we ſhould reverently g5, and offer our 
hearts at the foot of his Croſs : thither 
let us fly from the troubles of the World; 
there let us dwell among the Mercies of 
Heaven, under the ſhade of that happy 
Tree let us kneel, and often look up to 
our deareſt Lord: let us remember 
every paſſage of his Love, and be ſure 
none that eſcape our Tharks : Let us 
compaſſionate every ftroak of his Death, 
and one by one falute his Sacred 
Wounds. ; 

VI. 


Eleft be the hands that wrought ſo 
many Miracles, and were bor'd with cruel 
nails; bleft be the feet that ſo often 
travelled for us, and at laft were unm-r- 
Cifully faftned to the Croſs : bleft be the 
head which was crowned with vg 
t 
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7. 

bo. the Head that ſo induftriouſly ftudied 
w to | our Happin:G; bleft be the Heart 
. 6 | which was pierced with a ſpear. the 
dear Heart that fo pafſonately lov'd our 


; the Y Peace: bleft b- the entire Perſon of 
eur Cruc:fi.d Lord, and may all our 
Powers joyn in his Peaiſe, in thy Ecrer- 

1-e. © ral Praiſe, O gracious Jeſu, and the ra- 

tht Y viſhing thoughts of thy incomparable 

thy Y fweetnels, 


VI. 
O what exceſs of kindn:ſs was 
our Y this! what ftrange extremity of 
Love and Pity ! the Lord is ſold, 
that the Slave may be free; the Inno- 
of Y cent condemned, thatthe Guilty may 
be ſaved; the Phyfician is flick, 
that the Patient may be curedz and 
-r & God himſelf dies, that Man may live. 
Tell me, my Soul, when firſt thou haft 
well conſidered, and look'd about among 
1, © all we know 7 tell me, who ever wilht us 
+ & fo much good ? who ever lov'dus with. 
fo much tenderneſs ? 
VIL 

What have our neareft friends done 
for us, or even our Parents in compa- 
riſon of this Charity ? No leſs than the 
Son of God came down to redeem us : no 
teſs than his own dear Life was the price 


he paid for us: What can the favour 
P 4 of 


»*F 3 2_mm ww TT 


349. Good! Friday. Part g, 
of the whole World promiſe us, com- 
pared to this miraculous Bounty ? Ng 
teſs than the joys of Angels are become 
our Hope, no leſs than the Kingdomof 
Heaven is made our Inheritance. 
1X. 
To thee, O God, we owe our ſelves, 


for making us after thy own Image ; to 


thee, O: Lord, we owe more than 
eur ſelves, for redeeming uns with the 
Death of thine only Son; nor were our 
ruins ſo ſoon repaired, as at firſt our 
Being was ealily produced, Thy Power 
to create us ſaid but one word, and im- 
mediarely we became a living Soul : but 
thy Wiſdom to redeem us, both ſpake 
much, and wrought more, and - ſuffer'd 
moft of all : to-redeem us, he humbled 
himſelf to this low World, and all the 
Infirmities of our miſerable Nature. 
R, 

He patiently - eadur'd hunger and 
thirft, and the malicious affronts of en- 
raged enemies: how many times did he 
hazard his Life, to ſuftain with Courage 
the Truths of Heaven !! How many tears 


did he tenderly weep, in compaſſion of 


his blind ingrateful Country ! how ma- 
ny drops of Blood did he fhed in that 
dolefu! Garden, andon the bitter Croſs! 
Fhe Croſs, where after three long a” 

of 
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of grief and ſhame, and intolerable 
pains, he meekly bowed his fainting 
head, and in the agony of prayer yield- 
ed up the Ghoft, 

XI. 

So ſets the glorious Sun in a ſad Cloud 
and leaves our Earth in- darkneſs and: 
diſorder 3 -but goes to ſhine immediate» 
ly in the other World, and ſoon returns: 
again and brings us light, and ſo doft 
thou, dear Lord, and more; thy very 
darkneſs is our light : *Tis by thy death: 
we are made to live, and by thy wounds 
our ſores are heaPd. 

X1l. 

O my ador'd Redeemer, who took'ft 
upon thee all our Miſeries, to impart to 
us thine own Felicities : Can we remem-- 
ber thy Labours for us, and not be con- 
vinc'd of our Duty to thee? Canour 
cold hearts recount thy. Sufferings, -and 
not be inflam'd with the Love that ſuf- 
fer'd ? Can we. believe our Salvation coft: 
thee ſo dear, and live as if tobe ſaved: 
were not worth our pains ? Ingrateful' 
we, how do we ſlight the Goodneſs of 
our God ! ' how careleſly comply with his 
zracious Delign !* For all: his Gifts he 
requires no.other return, than to hope 
ſtill more, and defire ftill - greater* 
Bleſſings ;. for all his favours he feeks- 
P 5 no: 
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no other praiſe, than our following his 
ſteps to arrive at his Glory. 
X11k 

O glorious Jeſu, behold to thee we 
bow, and humbly kiſs the Duft in ho 
nour of thy Death * behold thus low we 
bow to implore thy Bleſſing, and the 
ſure aſſiſtance of thy ſpecial Grace, that 
we may wean our afkeQions from all 
vain defires, and clear our thoughts 
from all impertinent fancies; then ſhall 
our lives be entirely dedicated to thee, 
and all the faculties of our Souls to thy 
holy Service : our minds ſhall continu- 
ally ftudy thy Knowledg, and our wills 
grow every day ftronger in thy Love, 
our memories ſhall faithfully lay up thy 
Mercies, and both tongue and heart ſhall 
fing forever, Comelet-us glory in the 
Croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, in whom 
1s our Life and. Health, and. ReſurreR&i- 
@N. 


The PRAYER. 


F. 
Eternal Father, who ſent'ſ} down 
() thy only Son 10- redeem the World in- 
2v'd 10 Sin and Satan, by aſſuming our 
ratl Nature, and powerfally teaching us 
both by Ward and Example ins foie __ 
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that Bliſs for which we are created : grant» 
we humbly "beſeech thee, that the continual? 
m-mory of his bitter Paſfiin, and Death on 
the Croſs, may beget in us an utter diſualue 
of the Goods or [11s we meer with bere,compa- 
red to the advancing ourſelves or others in the 
eſteem of what we bope for bereafter, through 
the ſame Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Sor, who 
with thee and thy Holy Spirit, liverb and 
reigneth one God World without end. Amen. 
II. 

O God, who at the price of thy only Son's 
laſt drop on the Ciel, baſt won our bearts 
from this life, and all the Goods of it, to 
the ſole purſuit and bopes of thy ſelf in E- 
rernity, poſſeſs, we beſeech thee, and abſo- 
lutely diſpoſe of what thou baſt ſo dearly paid 
for : mortifying as t0 this World, and con- 
firming our Courage to fight manſully under 
the Banner of our crucified Jeſus, that we 
may ftand the ſhock of all Tempations ,. and- 


| nothing in Life or Death be able to ſeparate 


us from thy Love in him, our glorious Re- 
de emer, 
III. 

O God, whoſe provident Mer.y, makes 
every day a new branch of the Tree of Know- 
ledg 10 us, whence the evening may-gather 
freſh variety of Fruits, fit t0 nouriſh thoſe 
Souls whom thy Grace bas brought to feed on 
the Tree of Life, the Croſs f* Jeſus ; grant, 

we 
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we bumbly beſeech thee, that no experience 
of good or evil which this day has afforded, 
may be, loſt on us; but. whate're of moment 
has bapned to our ſelves or others, may, by 
ſeaſonable and minute rumination, be fitted 
ro reader us more 5Skilful. in diſcerning the 
#rue value and uſe of this State in all its 
poſtures, and ſtronger 10 ſacrifice up with 
oar Saviour our whole Concerns and being 
bere, 0 thy.Will, and the ſole advance of thy 
Glory, which at length will ſurely crown thy 
Servants with immortal Bliſs, through our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, thy Son, who with thee 


and the Holy Gboſt, lives and reigns ever 


ane Ged, World without end, Amen, 


far 
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ing MMatth. 27.59, 60. 4nd when Joſeph bad- 
tby W taken the Body, be wrapped it in a clean 
thy | linen cloth, and Jaid. it in his own new 
pur tomb, which be had hewn out in the rock, 
bee | and he rolled a great flone to the door of 
ver i the Sepulchre, and departed. 


I: 

[* we rejoyced for our ſelyes in the 
Sufferings of our Lord, let ns now: 
rejoyce for him, that- his Sufferings are 
ended ; now that the Fowlers net is bro-- 
— [Wken, and the meek and innocent dove 
eſcapt 3 now that the Cup of Bitterneſs 
s paſt away, and never poſhble to | 
return again: never again 3 OQ- x 
teareft Jeſu , ſhall thoſe bleft eyes * 
weep, nor thy holy Soul be ſorrowful” G | 
 FEtodeath; never ſhall thy precious Life h 
Bbc ſubjeR any more to the bloody malice 

of ambitious Hypocrites, 


IF 
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" 

Never ſhall thy Innocence any more 
be expoſed to the barbarous fury of an 
ingrateful multitude ; but thou ſhalt 
live and reign for ever 5 aad all created 
Nature perpetually adore thee. O hap. 

y end of well-endur'd Afﬀfliftions! 0 
bleſſed fruits. that ſpring from the Croſ 
of Jeſus! look up, my Soul, and ſee thy 
crucified Lord fit gloriouſly inthroned at 
the cight hand of his Father, 

S IIt. 

Behold the ragged Purple now: turn' 
into a Robe of Light, and the ſcornful fl *! 
Reed into a Royal Scepter 5 the Wreath 
of Thoras is grown into a- ſparkling 
Diadem, and all his ſcars polliſht into M*7; 
brightneſs 5 his tears are all now chang' > 
into Joy, and the laughter of his Perſe. iſ ?? 
cutors into ſad Deſpair. Herod long ſince 
periſhed in- miſerable contempt , and 
Filate ftill trembles with everlaſting I! 
fears > the impenitent Jzws are ſcatter 
o're the Wocld, toatteft his Truth, and th, 
their own obdurate Blindn-ſs ; but him- '” 
felf is crown'd with eternal Triumphs; he 
and the Souls he has redeem'd ſhall ſing 


his Viftories for ever. 
EE Mt 
Blefſed be thy Name, © Holy Jeſu, b 


and bleſſed be the Mercy of thy Provi- 
_denc 
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dence, who haſt caft our lot Mm thele 
times of Grace, and deſign'd our Birth 


Yi: the days of Zight, whzn we may 


dearly ſee our ready way, and direaly 
zo on to our glorious end. Till thou ap- 
peared ſt, O thou only Light of the 
World, our miſerable. Earth lay co- 
rer'd with darkneſs: till thou went'ft 
2way, O thou Soveraign Lord of Life,. 
thy Saints ſat expecting thee in the 
ſhades of Death. 
V. 


The Kingdom of Heaven was cloſe ſhut 
up, and. none permitted to behold thy: 
Glory: as ſoon as-thine own afflitions 
were endd, thou did't communicate 
thy Joys to all the World: all that 
eſteemed o bleft a ſight, and ftood pre- 
par'd to entertain thy coming : as for 
the reſt, whoſe eyes are ſhut, or turned' 
away by their own malice, thy preſence 
yields. them-no more Joy, than Light to 
thoſe who will not ſee it ; but the hearts 
that love thee thou fiileft with. Gladneſs, 
and overfloweft them with an Ocean of 
heavenly delights. 


VI. 

Praiſe our: Lord, O you Childten of. 
Men, praiſe him as the Author of all 
your Hopes: praiſe our Lord, O you 
bleſſed of Heaven, praiſe bim as as fi- 

QILNET: 
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niſher of all your Joys: fing, Q you 
reverend Patriarchs, and holy Prophets, 
ſing Hymns of Glory+ to the great 
Meffias : fing and rejoyce all you anci. 
ent Saints, who ſo long repoſed in the 


boſom of Abraham; bring forth your 


beft and pureft Incenſe, and humbly 
offer it at the Throne of the Lamb, the 
Lamb that was flain from- the be. 
ginning of the World, by the ſprink- 
ling of whoſe Blood you all were 
ſaved. 

VH. 


O ftill ſing' on: the Praiſes of the King. 
of Peace, and bleſs for ever his viftori- 


ous Merey ; *twas- he diffolved - the 
Power of Darkneſs, and brake aſunder 
the bars of Death; 'twas he came down 
to viſit your Priſons, and led you away 
out of the ſhades of Sorrow ; how did 


your glad eyes ſparkle with joy to ſee 


at laſt your defired Redeemer ? how 
were your Spirits tranſported with de- 
light, to behold the ſptendors of his: 
glorious prefence ? 
VIII. 

Oye fooliſh, when will ye underftand 
the gracious Providence of oyr Lord in. 
chaffning whom he loves, and ſcourging 


every Child ke receives ?* Gold it ſelf 
is tried in-the fire, and the faithful Man: 
in: 
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in the Furnace of Afﬀfiition: we are 
hought with a price, even the moſt 
precious Sweat and Blood of Jeſus; hence- 
vrth to call him Maſter, whoſe Service 
s perfe& Freedom, and gives us ef- 
ur f&ual power to become the Sons of 
God: the chains fell off our hands and 
feet, where thine, dear Redeemer, were 
iled to the Croſs, 


The PRAYER. 
ing Ov God, who baſt ſubmined thy only 


Son, our Saviour Jeſus, to expire on 
the I the Croſs, and dc/cnd into the Grave, that 
der f te might deſtroy the Life of Sin, and bury 
WI Y the rerrour of Death, graut, we beſeech 
'ay I thee, nkey may never revive, or riſe again 
did YI rorempr or fright us from 1be ways of Vertue, 
ce MN ror ſhake this ſure and fundamental Truth 
WY nb:cb thy Grace has laid in our hearts : that 
e- I the greateſt miſchiefs our Sabvation can coſt 
13' us here are but momentary, and work above 
meaſnre exceedingly in ws ax eternal weight 
of Glory, through the ſame aur Lord Feſus 
Cbriſt, thy Son, who with thee and the 
Holy Ghoſt, lives and reigns one God, 
World without. end, Amen, 
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On Eafter day. 


Matth. 28.6. He is not bere; forheis 
riſen, as he ſaid: com: ſee the plus 
where the Lord lay. 


| 
Death, where is thy Sting? 0 
Grave, where is thy Vidtory! 
Chrift is riſen from the dead; and de- 
come the firſt fruits of them that ſlept 
the Lord of Life is riſen again, and has 
cloath'd himſelf with immortal G'ory: 
he that raiſed up-Jeſus, will alfo raiſe 
us up, and refine our vile fizſh into the 
likeneſs of his glorious Body : worthy is 
the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive 
Power, and Dignity, and Wiſdom, and 
Strength, and Honour, and Glory, and 

Bleſſing for ever andever. 
il 
Sing to onr Lord a Pſilm of Joy 

fing Praiſes to the God of our _ 
ng 
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or be is 


& place 


gr 0 
tory ! 
1d de. 
lept ; 
d has 
Ory; 
raiſe 
) the 
by is | 
ceive 
and ; 
and * 


ul 
on | 


ſing 


fng with a loud and chearful voice 5 lng 
witha glad and thankful heart; ſay to 
the weak of Spirit, be ftrong , and to 
the ſorrowful, be of good Comfort 3 
tell al] the World this Soul-reviving 
Truth, and may their hearts within 'em 
leap to hear it; tell them the Lord 
of life is riſen again, and has Cloath'd 
tmſelf with immortat Glory, He made 
the Angels Meſſengers of his Viftory, 
and vouchſaft even thy ſelf to bring us 
the joyful news. 
III. 

How many ways did thy Mercy in- 
vent, O thou wiſe contriver of all our 
Happineſs! to convince thy Followers 
into this bleft Belief, and ſettle in their 
hearts a firm ground of Hope ? Thou 
appeared'ſt to the holy Women in their 
r-turn from the Sepulchre, and opend'ft 
their eyes to know and adore thee ; thou 
overtook*ft in the way the two that 
diſcourſt of thee, and mad'ft their hearts 
burn within them to hear thee: thou 
ſhew dſt thy ſelf on the ftedfaft ſhore, 
to thy weary Diſciples labouring at 
S&a. 

Iv. 

Labonring, alas, afl night in vain, 
without the Bleſſing of their beloved 
]-ſus ; thou ſhewd'ft thy (elf, and _ 

tae 
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them whoa thou wert, in the kind knoys 
token of a beneficial miracle : through 


3; 


If 


the doors, though ſhut , thou CwiftlyM 


paſſed'ſt, to carry Peace to thy com. 


fortleſs Friends, to enconrage theirlllh 


Fears with thy powerful preſence, and 
fecure their Faith by thy charitable Ar. 
guments. 


V. 

How did'ft thou condeſcend to eat he. 
fore them, and invite therto touch thy 
impaſhible Body ! how did'ſt thou ſweets 
ly provoke that incredulous Servant to 
 thruft his hard into thy wounded fide ? 
Agions we know unfit for thy glorified 
Rate, but abſolutely neceſſary far. ow 


flow belief. How often, O my - grack 
ous Lord, 1n thoſe bleſſed forty days did 
thy Charity lat to meet with thy Di- 
ſciples ! that thou mighteſt teach them 
fill ſome excellent Truth, and imprint 
ill deeper thy love in their hearts, diſ- 
courſing perpetually of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, andeftabliſhing means to bring 
us thither. 
VI. 


Raiſe up thy head, O'my Soul, and 


look np, and behold the Glory of thy 
crucified Saviour 5; he that was dead and 
laid in the Grave, low enough to prove 


himſelf Man, is riſen again and aſcended 
into: 


Part z 
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into Heaven, high enough to prove 
himſelf God : he 1s Tiſen and made the 
ight his Garment, and commanded 
he Clouds to be the-Chariot of his Tri- 
mph : the Gates of Heaven 'obeyed 
their Zord, and the everlaſting doors 
opened to the King of Glory. 
VIL, 

Enter bright King attended with thy 
tauteous Angels, - and the glad train of 
thy new-delivered "Captives ; enter 
and repofefs thy ancient Throne, and 
reign eternally at the right hand of thy 
Father ; may every knee bow low at 
thy exalted name, and every tongue 
confeſs thy Glory ; may all created 
Nature adore thy Power ,- and the 
Church of thy redeemed exult in thy 
Goodneſs, Whom have we in Heaven, 
0 Lord, but thee, who expreſly weat'ft 
thither to make way for thy Followers ? 
what have we on Earth, but our Hope» 
by following thee to arrive at laſt 
where thou art gone before us ? 

VII, 

0 glorious Jeſu, our Strength, our 
Joy, and the immotal Zife of all our 
Souls ! be thou the principal Subjett of 
our Studies, and daily entertainment of 
our moft ſerious Thoughts. Draw us, 
0 deareft ord, from the World anour 
ſelves, 
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&lves, that we be not entangled wit 
any Earthly defires. Draw us after thee 
and the Odours of thy Sweetneſs, that 
we may run with delight, the way of th 
Commands : draw us up to thee an: 
thy Throne of Bliſs, that we may ſee 
thy Face, and rejoyce with thee for e1 
3n thy Kingdom. 


Tre PRAYER. 


| God, whoſe gracious Providence i 
ſtores tro thy Church the Face ai 
Foice of holy Exuliation, 7 the wiumph, 


Feſfttual of our Saviours ReſurreFon' Grant 
we humbly beſeech thee, that the Joy whit 
ſhines im-our Looks, may. flame in our Rear 
and by purifying them, make us worthy 
thoſe bigh and glorious hopes, ſo firmly ſeated 

ro us by this days experience, of rifing aguinl; 


[ 


. 


l 
( 
at laſt frem our Graves , and rejoycin 
thenceforab for ever, in a State of bliſsful; 
Immortality, through our Lord Feſus Chrifif « 

thy Son, who with thee and the Holy Giſt 
lives and reigns one God World with i 
end, Amen. 
{ 
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Ir ever 0n Faſter Monday and Tueſday. 


L. 
Ur Lord that was dead and buried, 
roſe agam the third day, loofing 
the Sorrows of Hell, according as *twas 
"ce 1tYimpoſſible that he ſhould be holden of 
ace ant; - He left his Grave but not our Earth, 
Til he had raiſed a Cloud of Witneſſts to 

"SY his Reſurrection, = 


Every day of forty he appear'dto ſome 
or other of his Diſciples, to confirm 
4 their Faith, and open their Underftand- 
=" ings, and prepare their Hearts to bear 
IE his Aſcenſion from them. Chrift the 
"I third day roſe again, according to the 
FF «criptures, and was ſeen of Cephas, after 
that of the Eleven, then of more than 
five hundred Brethren together, more- 
over of James ; then of all the Apoſtles : 
thy Teftimonies, O Lord, are render'd 
even too credible by ſo great a Cloud of 
EDI-F Witnefles encompaſiing us. 4: 


YI. 
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III. 

Bring to our Lordall you his Servan 
bring to our Lord the Sacrifice of Praiſe 
bring toour Lord all you Nations of the 
Earth, bring Hymns of Glory to hi 
great Name : He is our God, and we hi: 
People, created by his Goodneſs to be 
happy for ever : He is our Redeemer 
and we his Purchaſe, reftor'd by his 
Death to a better Eternity. 

IV. 

Let us learn of him, and he will teack 
vs his ways 5 let us follow him, and ve 
- hall walk in the Light; for the Law and 
its Types were given by ofes, but ; 
Grace and Truth came by Jeſus Chrift. 
Come let us aſcend to the Houſe of our 


———_ £7 
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Lord, andcelebrate this day with a holy 
Joy, imploring his Mercy for all we need, 
and bleſſing his Bounty for all we hav, | 

Y 


Come lets adore our God that redeem 
ed vs, and blefſed be the Mercy of on 
God, who has left no way -untry'd, that 
could poffibly recover us 5 who not only 


offers us Salvation, but lays in means 
before-hand to make us accept it. Als 
one to thee, O mighty Lord ! whether 
Joy or Sorrow, ſo Mankind be fav'd: 
Bleſs the Lord therefore, O my Soul, 
and all that is within me bleſs his holy 
"Name « VI, 


—— ": 
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VI. 


Van Blefſed be thy holy Name, O glorious 
rail $0n of God ! And bleſſed be thy Mercy 
of o for ever : Thou haft perfeQly fulfilled all . 
tO I 


thy Prophets foretold, and infinitely 
tranſcended all the Wonders they ad- 
mir'd, thou ' haſt done enough to con- 
vince us into Faith, and ſuffer'd too 
much to enflame us with thy love, bleſ- 
ſ{kd be thy holy Name, O glorious Son 
of God, and blefſed be thy Mercy for 
eVErmore. 


VII. | 
By ſeeking our ſelves in this World 
of Vanity, we loſe both thee, O Lord, 
and our own Souls; by ſeeking our 
ou elves in thee and thy Love, we find both 
| holy thee and our own Happineſs, enjoying 
need.Y already a ſweet poſſeflion of Hopes, to 
ave. F end, e're long, in a ſweeter fruition of 
J Glory. Thou art, O Lord, the free Be- 
ftower of all we have 5 thou art the 

Faithfal Promiſer of all we expe, 


The PRAYER. 


God, whoſe gracious Providence eſt 

bliſb: the important Faith of our 

Lords ReſurreFion, by bis frequent conver- 
Soul, fing with bis Diſciples and Followers, the 
ſpace of forty days after in moſt convin- 
Q cing 
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ing Circumſtances, Grant, we humbly be. 
ſeech thee, that by itsproper effe#s, our ri- 
fing from dead Works , und Converſation 
every ways worthy firm Believer 8of-i4, we 
may daily more and more atteſt this glorious 
Myftery, and advance that great Day, when 
no longer by Faith, but with theſe very Eyes 
we ſhall ſee bim for ever, who with thee 
and the Holy Ghoſt lives and reigns ever one 
God World without end. Amen. 


MzDp1iTATI1on XII. 
On the Aſcenſion, and Whitſunday. 


Luke 24.51. And it came to paſs, while 
be bleſſed them, he was parted from them, 
and carried up into Heaven. 

Afts 11. 1. And when the day of Pemecoſt 
was fully come, bey were all with one ac- 
cord, in one place, 


I. 
= up, languiſhing World, look 
up and ſee how punctually thy 
Faithful Lord performs his Word. When 
he had finiſht here that glorious wy 
whic 
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which his Goodneſs undertook for our 
Redemption 5 when he had told us what 
xe ought to do, and what to ſuffer for 
the Kingdom of Heaven ; when he him- 
ſelf had done more than he required of 
us, and ſuffered more than our boldeft 
hopes could expect of him ; when he had 
vrought our Salvation ſo far, that he 


Y a his abſence more expedient for us. 


Il. 

He firft prepares the Hearts of his 
Diſciples, and comforts their Sorrows 
with theſe ſweet words: Children, [ will 
rot leave you Orphans, but I will pray the 
Father, and be ſball give you another Com- 
forter, even the Spirit of Truth, who ſhall 
reach you all things; and bring 10 your re- 
membrance whatever | bave ſaid. Peace [ 
leave with you, my Peace I give you, let 
wt your beart be troubled, nor let it be a- 
fraid, 1 go to my Father, and to your Fa- 
ther, to my God, and to your God; I goto 
prepare 4 place for you, that where 1 am, 
there you may be alſo. 

IT, 

This ſaid, he led them forth together, 
and gave them his Bleſſing; and parting 
from them went away into Heaven. 
So loving Mothers, when the weaning- 
time is come, withdraw themſelves from 
their beloved Children. But while they 
Q 2 thus 
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thus deprive their tender little ones of 
their own moſt dear and all-ſupplying 
preſence, they ftill depute ſome faithful 
friend to afſift them ; for though they 
leave em, they mean not to forſake %n, 
Such and far greater was the Care of our 
God, as his Love is far greater than 


that of Mothers. 
IV. 


He ſaw it neceflary for ſo myſteri. 
ous a Faith, to be ſhewn in a clear and 
ſupernatural Light, to the firſt Belie. 
vers, that they might confidently re 
commend to others what they knew 6 
infallibly was certain to themſelves : 
He ſaw it neceſſary for ſo perverſe a 
World, to infuſe into its firft Conver- 
ters the fulneſs of Charity 3 that with 
an ardent Zeal they might inftru& their 
hearers5 and with a patient conrage 0- 
vercome their Oppolers. He ſaw it 
neceſſary for ſuch variety of Nations, 
to furniſh his Preachers with variety of 
Tongues, that they might teach every 
one in their Native Speech, and under- 
ftand their Doubts, and ſatisfie their Ob- 


jcQions. 
V. 


Wherefore, when the appointed time 
.-was come, as all the Works of God go 
forth in their fitteſt Seaſon, When the 


:Diſciples were gather'd together in =- 
min 
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mind and place, and ſo excellently dil- 
poſed for the viſits of Heaven, When 
they had long continued in ardent 
Prayer, and wrought up their affteQi- 
ors to the utmoſt point of deſire, ſud- 
denly there was made a ſound from Hea- 
ren, whence every good and perfett 
Gift deſcends 3 a vehement wind fiiPd 
the whole Houſe ; for the Grace of G: d 
is ſtrong and liberal. Behold, on the 
head of each fatea Tongue as of Fire ; 
the propereft Inablements tv convert 
the World. 
Vl 

While they were all illuminated with 
a pure light, and all inflam'd with a fer- 
vent heat ; and to communicate both to 
every Nation, were all indued with the 
ift of Languages. Thus was the Pro- 
miſe of our Lord fulfitled: thus were the 
Meſſengers of everlafting Peace pre- 
par'd, miraculouſly Paptiz'd with the 
Holy Ghoft and Fire, and perfealy qua- 
lifed for their great Commiſſon, to 
preach to every Creature this happy 
Goſpel, #e that. believes and is baptiq'd 
ſhall be ſaved. | | 
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The Prayer on Acenſion-day. | 


Lefed be thy merciful Providence, 0 

Feſu! who, when thou hadſt finiſh 
ry great Work on Earth, aſcendedſt inn 
Heaven to draw up our minds even hither 
after the; that where our happineſs i, 
there might our heart be alſo; Bleſſed be th 
infinite goodneſs, O dear Redeemer | Who, 
Toben thou badſt taught us the Words of Eter- 
nal Life, ſentſt down the Holy Ghoſt 
make us obſerve them, and raiſe up our af. 


_ fe&ions ro that glorious Kingdom whither 


thou art gone before us. Amen. 


The Prayer for Whitſunday. 


Sweeteſt Spirit of Love ! who deſ- 
OO cend'ſt in 1he mild Emblem of 4 Dove, 
purge out of the midſt of us all bitterneſs and 
gall of Malice, that with meekneſs we my 
recetve the ingrafied Word, able to ſave our 
Souls. Enlighten our Darkneſs, inflame 
our Coldneſs, purge our droffineſs, ſweeten 
cur Sowerne's, pardon our Sinfulneſs, re- 


form our Wickedneſs, ſeal all the Gracious 


Promiſes of thy Goſpel to us, and ſeal us to 
phe day of Redemption, Amen, Amen. 


The end of the Fifth Part. 
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finiſh A 


1 New-Year's-Gift. 
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MzDpirartion TI. 


ſe For the Aſſiſtauce of God's Holy 
def.  Spurit. 


ove . ; 

' Rom. $. 23. For if ye live after the fleſh 
and ye ſogll die; bat if ye, through the ſpirit, 
may do moriifie the deeds of the body, ye ſpall 
live. 


his Grace, to make us worthy to 

adore our Sanaifier ; who from, 

the Father and the Son eternally pro- 
Q, 4 ceeds 


L. 
oo (7 let us humbly firſt implore 
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ceeds, and with the Father and the Son | 


 t8equally glorified : He infuſes into us 
the Breath of Life, and brings us forth 
in our ſecond Birth ; a Birth that makes 


us Heirs of Heaven, and gives us a Title 


to everlaſting Happineſs. 
II. 


Let us prepare our Underftandings, | 


to aſſent to his Truths, and our Wills 
fo follow his Divine Inſpirations ; let us 
fill our Memories with his innumerable 
Mercies, and our whole Souls with the 
Glory of his Attributes ; let us conh- 
gently addreſs to him our Petitions, who 
promiſes to help the Infirmity of our 
Prayers ; let us not doubt the Bounty 
of his Goodneſs, but hope he will grant 
what himſelf inſpires to ask. 
Hl. 


Lord, with how ſweet and natural a | 
Condutt does thy Providence govern the 


Children of Men ? leading them on from 
one degree to another, till thou haft 
brought them up to their higheſt Perfe- 
Qion: Thon putteft them to learn in 
the School .of Vertue, and diſpoſeft their 
Capacities into ſeveral forms. In the firſt 
Ages, when the World was young, thou 
gaveſt them for their Guide the Book 
of Nature ; there thy Divine Afiſtance 
helpt them to read ſome few plain 

Leffons 
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Leſſons of their Duty to- thee: They 
aw this admirable frame of Creatures ; 


J and as far as theſe could argue, they. 


could conclude, 
IV. 
Sure there's a God, the cauſe of all. 
things 3 ſure there's a Providence, the 
diſpoſer of all things. He muſt be 
powerful that made ſo vaſt a World ; 
He muſt he wife that contrived ſuch ex- 
cellent Works. He muſt be Goodneſs 
itſelf, that did all this for us; and we 
Ingrateful"Wretches if we'll do nothing 
for him. Thus far ſome few could ſay, 
and very few could do with thoſe flen-. 
der Aſhſtances they then enjoyed. Afﬀ- 
ter thou gaveſt thy People a written 
Rule,. which trained them up in a ſet- 
form of Diſcipline , which grew and 
ſpread into a publick Religion, and unt-. 
formly profeft by a whole Nation. 
V 


They had ſome weak Conceit of the- 
Kingdom of Heaven, and ſome imper- 
fe& means tobring them thither : But 
for thoſe high ſupernatural Myſteries, 
that ſo gloriouſly exalt the Chriftian- 
Faith, they all, alas, were blind or in- 
the dark ; and dangerouſly expoſed to, 
the effeAs of their ignorance : wanting 
thoſe clear Inftrutions, to know their 
Q-'5 End; 
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End; wanting thoſe powerful Motives 
to love their God. Yet this prepared 
them for the Times of Grace; to which 
thy Mercy, Q Lord, reſerv'd far grea- 
ter favours. 

VI. 


To which thou hadft promiſed by thy 
Holy Prophets an effuſion of Bleſſings 
from thy full Hands. 7 will put my law in 
their Bowels, and write it in their Hearts; 
I will be their God, and they ſhall be my 
People. I will pour out my Spirit upon all 
fleſh, and your Sons and your Daughters ſhall 
Propheſie, They ſhall teach no more 
every one his Neighbour ; for all ſhall 
know me, from the greateſt to the leaft, 
O merciful Lord, who haft loved us 
from the Beginning, be graciouſly plea- 
ſed to love us to the end, 

VII. 

Pity the unhappy State of fallen Man- 
kind, which neither Nature nor Law 
could bring to PerteQtion. If any riper 
Souls came forward to the Birth, there 
wanted Spirit to bring them forth 5 but 
O, ſend out thy Spirit, O Lord, and 
they ſhall be created; and from their 
Nothing of Sin raiſed to the Life of Ho- 
lineſs ; ſend out thy Spirit and renew 
he face of theEarth, and our Weeds and 
T horns ſhall be turned into a ha 

VIIE. 
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VIII. 
Conſider now my Soul the Mercies of 
thy God ; confider the Wonders he has 
wrought for the Children of Men, The 
Eternal Father created us of nothing, 
and ſet us in the way to everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs, The Eternal Son came down 
from Heaven to ſeek us, and reftor*d us 
again, when we had loft ourſelves. The 
Erernal Spirit ſends his Grace to ſanRifie 
us3 and gives us ſtrength to walk in that _ 
holy way. Thus every Perſon of the 
Sacred Trinity, has freely contibuted his 
peculiar Bleſſing; and altogether, as one 
co-infinite Goodneſs, have graciouſly 
agreed to compleat our Felicity, 

IX, 

But O ingrateful we! was it not e- 
nough tov receive of our God all we 
have andare ? was it not enough that 
the Son of God ſhould come down, and 
live to teach us, and die to reedem us? 
was not all this enough to make us love ? 
and Love is all he aimed at, and Love 
was all we needed, Let us confeſs to 
thee. O merciful Lord, let us confeſs to 
thee our miſerable Condition. Such was, 
alas, the Corruption of our Nature, and 
ſo many and ſtrong the Temptations 
round about us, that without this thy 
tft miraculous Fayour, of ſending the 
Holy 
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Holy Ghoſt to guide and quicken us, we 
ſhould have ftill remained in our old 
dull Place ; ſlow to underſtand, and flow. 
er to obey. R, 

We ſhould have quite forgotten our 
God that made us ; and negle&ed the 
Service of our Lord that — us, 
had not thy Fulneſs been readily fturniſht 
with one Bleſſing more to beftow on thy 
Chikiren ; hadft not thou providently 
reſerved a better Bleſſing than the Dew 
of the Clouds and Fatneſs of the Earth: 
better than plenty of Corn and Wine, 
or the multitude of Pofterity, or Domi- 
nion o're our Brethren. 
| XL. 

Theſe were the great Rewards of the 
old Law 3; but behold far greater than 
theſe are here. Divine Refreſhments 
from the Heaven of Heavens ; and the 
rare delicious Fruits of the Holy Ghoſt; 
Meekneſs and Peace, and Joy diffuſed in 
our Breafts; Strength and undaunted 
Courage kindled in our Hearts ; a thou- 
ſand ſweet Embraces of theSpoule ofSouls; 
a thouſand dearPledges of his everlaſting 
Love; theſe are the great Rewards of 
the Law of Grace; and given to pre- 
pare us for the Kingdom of Glory, 


X11. 
O bleſfed Spirit, who beftoweſt thy 
Favours 
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Favours as thou pleaſeſt ; and the more 
thou haft given, ftill the more thou giy- 
eft ! Fit and diſpoſe thy- Servants firſt to 
entertain thee, then: graciouſly vouch- 
ſafe to deſcend into our Hearts. Fill 
us, O'Holy Ghoſt, and our little Veſſels; 
and as thou filleft us, inlarge our Capa- 
cities : Make us the more we receive of 
thee, ftill grow in defire of receiving 
more, till we aſcend to thoſe ſatisfying 
Joys above, where all our Faculties ſhall 
be ſtretcht to the utmoſt ; where they 
ſhall all be filled to the Brim, and over- 
flowed with a Torrent of Pleaſure for 
ever. 


The PRAYER. 


(2 Holy Spirit, the free Diſpenſer of 
all Graces) Vifie the Hearts of thy © 
Servants, and repleniſh them with thy Sacred 
Inſpirations : Illuminate our Under ſtanllings, 


,and Inflame our AfeRtions, and Sandify all 


the Faculties of our Souls; that we may 
know, and love, and conſtantly do the Things 
that belong to our Peace, our everlafting 
Peace. 


IL. 
Fo love one another is a happy Life, & 
Heaven upon Earth, and the bleſt effe® of 
tbe fire of the true Spirit, which warms with- 


048 
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out ſcorching, and ſhines without ſmoaking, 
and enlightens withont conſuming. Kindle in 
our Hearts, 0 Lord, the Holy Fire of Meck. 
neſs, Peace and Unity; that all the World 
may know, whoſe Diſciples we are, by ſeeing 
us love one another, But 0 deliver as fr 
the contrary Fire, The Fire of the falſe ths. 
rit; that ſcorches without warming, and 
ſmoaks without Shining, and conſumes with- 
out enlighming : Deliver us from Fain, 
Schiſm and Hereſy, and every the leaſt uncha- 
rirable Pagiom, This we beg through Feſus 
Chriſt our Lord and Saviow., Amen, 


MzeDitarion IE. 


On $. Matth. 3. 2. 


Repent , for the Kingdom of Heaven is 
| at Mand, 


Y God, when I remember thoſe 
Words of thine, Repent, for the 

K ingdom of Heaven is at Hand, When [ 
conſider they were the firft thou ſpakeſt 
in publick 5 the choſen Text of the E- 
ternal Wiſdom: Inſtantly I am —_ 
wit 
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with the Importance of the Duty, and 
deeply affeAed with the Power of the 
Motive.: If what this laft Line ſays, be 
not wholly true; but repeated in Courſe, 
as a form of Devotion. Forgive, dear 
Lord, the Deceitfulneſs of my Heart, 
and make me think as well as ſay my 
Prayers. Make me apply thoſe ſearch- 
ing Words to my ſelf ; and bind them 
faſt on my immortal Soul, 
[I. 

Repent, O my Soul ! for the Kingdom 

of Heaven is at hand; Repent, for the 


8 Kingdom of Heaven depends on thy Re- 


pentance. Unhappy me ! I cannot live 
without Sin, nor hope for Pardon with- 
out due Repentance. I cannot repent 
without the Grace of God, nor obtain 
his Grace, without his own free Gift. 
O my ſweet Saviour, who cameft not to 
call the Righteous, but ſuch as I am, 
Sinners to Repentance ! Since I am not 
ſtrong enough to be perfealy Innocent 3 
at leaft make me humble enough to be 
truly Penitent : Make me heartily for» 
ry for what I have done amiſs ; and not 
do again what wiil make me furry. 
Ill. 
Let not our Lord be angry, and we 


will ſpeak yet once more; for we have «© 


much to ask, and he has.infinite togive. 
We. 
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We have much to ask for ourſelves and Þ} yg 
atlthe World; who depend entirely on I] 5p 
his free Guodneſs, Many, O Lord, are 

the Graces we want; and none can give 

them but thy Bounty. Many are the i po 
Sins and Miſeries we are expoſed to; and Ju 
none can deliver us but thy Providence. & {0 
Wo to the Day and Hour wherein 1 I 5p 
finn'd ; wo to the many Days and Hours Þ th 
I have fooliſhly miſpent. Or rather wo Il ;r 
to me, who abuſe my Days and Hours, 5 
allowed by thy Goodneſs to work out } nc 
my Salvation. fir 


I. 0f 


Deliver ns, O Lord, from the Puniſh. I ,, 
ments we deſerve ; and deliver us from | x 
the Sins that deſerve thoſe Puniſhments. I , 
Deliver us,. O Lord, from what thou I c. 
knoweRt is againft us ; deliver us from 
what we know ourſelyes will undo us. 
Deliver us from the Spirit of Pro- 
phaneneſs and Infidelity; from the | 
Spirit of Error, Schiſm and Hereſy: 
Deliver us from the Spirit of Pride and | 
Avarice > from the Spirit of Anger, 
Sloath and Envy, Deliver us from the 
Spirit of Drunkenneſs and Ghuttony 3; | 
from the Spirit of Luft, Wantonneſs, 
and Impurity : Deliver us, O gracious 
God, from every evil Spirit, and 
vouch- 
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youchſafe to give us thine on good 
$pirit. 
V. : 

Vouchſafe to give us the Spirit of 
Fortitude; the Spirit of Temperance, 
Juſtice and Prudence ; the Spirit of Wif 
dom, Underftanding and Counſel; the 
Spirit of Knowledg, Piety and Fear of 
thee. The Spirit of Peace, Patience 
and Benignity 3 the Spirit of Humility, 
Sobriety and Chaſtity. O thou, who 
never denyeft thy Favours, unleſs we 
firſt deny our Obedience! thou who art 
often near us, when weare far from 
thee 53 often ready to grant, when we 
are unmindful to ask ! Refuſe not, O 
Lord, to hear us, now we call on thee 3 
and make us ftill hear thee when thou 
call'ft to us. 

VI. 


Fill our Underftandings with the 
knowledg of ſuch Truths, as may fix 
them on thee the Eternal Verity; inure 
our Wills to imbrace ſuch Objeds, as 
may unite them to thee the Sovereign 
Goodneſs, Shew us the narrow Way 
that leads to Life ; the way which few 
can find, and fewer follow. Guide us 
ftill on in the middle Path of Vertue ; 
that we never decline to any Vicious Ex- 
tream, Let not our Faith grow o_ 
with 
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with ſuperfluous Branches 3; nor he 
ftcipt into a naked and fruitleſs Trunk: 
Let not our Hope ſwell up to a raſh Pre. 
ſumption ; nor ſhrink away into a faint 
Deſpair. Let not our Charity be cool'd 
into a careleſs Indifferency ; nor heated 
into a furious Zeal. 


VII, 


But above all, ſuffer us not, O Lord, 
to be Guilty of thoſe unpardonable Sins, 
againſt thy Holy and Blefſed Spirit: 
Suffer us not obſtinately to perfift in 

any known Wickedneſs; nor maliciouſy 
impugn any known Truth. Suffer us 
not to dve in our Sins without Repen- 
tance ; but O, have Mercy on us in that 
ſerious Hour, Have Mercy on us and g0- 
vern us in our Life ; have Mercy on us, 
and ſaye us at our Death. 


The PRAYER. 


Ome Holy Spirit , Eternal God, tbe 

free Diſpenſer of all Graces ' Viſit 
the Hearts of thy Servants, and Repleniſ 
them with thy Sacred Inſpirations: Numi- 
nate our Unlerflandings , and Inflame our 
AﬀeRions, and Sanfify all the Faculties of 
our. Souls , that we mty Know, I.ove, and 
conſtanly 


C 
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conflantly do the things, that belong 10 our 
everlafting Peace, and endeavour to work 
out our own Salvation with Fear and 
Tremblirg, breaking off our Sins by Repens 
wnee, that Iniquity may not be our Ruin > 
bur may ſafely arrive at laft, and live for 
ever in thy Beavenly Kingdom for ever- 
more, Amen, 


Mz piT.AaT10N [II. 


On St. Matthew 11. 28, 29, 30. 


Come unto me all ye that labour and are beauy 
Laden, and Iwill give you Reſt. 

Take my Yoke upon you, and Learn of me, 
for I am Meek, and Lowly in Heart : 
and ye ſhall find Reſt unto your Souls. 

For my Yoke is eaſy, and my Burthen is 
light, 


Etire now, my Soul, from thy com- 

%, mon Thoughts, permitted to 
Entertain thy leſs ſerious Hours, Re- 
tire, and call thy wandring Fancies 
home; and ſpeedily range them into 
Peace 
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Peace and Order 3 that ſo thou may'f 
be prepared to hear thy Lord invite 
thee, among the reſt to taft his Sweet: 
neſs. Come to me you thit Labour, and 
are Oppreſt ; and 1 will Refreſh you. 

Take my Yoke and Learn of me, for | 
am Meek and Humble of Heart; and you 
ſhall find Reſt ro your Souls, | 

For my Yoke is Eaſy, and my Burthen 
Light, 

[. 


Enough, dear Lord, enough is faid, 
to draw all the World to thy Holy Dif 
cipline, What can be offerd fo agree. 
able to our Nature 3 too much, alas, 
inclin'd to Pleaſure and Profit ; what 
can be offer'd ſo Powerfully AttraRive, 
as to make our Work delightful, and 
then reward it ? as to. propoſe an Em- 
ployment like the Muſick of Churches ; 
Devout, and Sweet, and gainful to the 
Performers? Whither, O my God, 
ſhould we go, but to thee ? thou haft 
the Words of Eternal Life, 

II. 

Thou art our. wiſeft Inftruter to- 
know what todo 3 and only Enabler to 
do what we know: Thou art the free 
Beftower of all we have 5 and faithful 
Promiſer of all we hope : Thon kind- 
ly calPft us, O make us gladly hear thy 
Voice, 
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Yoice, and conftantly follow it, till we 
come to thee, Sutfer us no longer to go 
aftray like loft Sheep; wandring up 
and down in our own by-ways. Suf- 
fer us no longer to be diftrafted among 
many things, from thee, O Lord, who 
art but one. But gather us up from 
the World into our ſelves ; then take 
us from our ſelves into thee 5 there to 
be raviſht with thy Holy Embraces, 
there to be Feafted with the Antepaſts 
of Heaven, 
IV. 

O, how unſpeakable are thy Sweet- 
nefles, O Lord, which thou haft hid 
for thoſe who fear thee"! which thou 
haſt partly Revealed to thoſe who Love 
thee, and keep their Tafts Uncorrupt- 
ed with the World, But O, what are 
they then to thoſe who ſee thee 5 and 
in that Sight ſee all things elſe! To 
thoſe who Rejoyce perpetually before 
thee ; and in that Joy, find all Joys elſe! 


V. 

O beauteous Truth, which known, 
it forces Love ; and Lov'd, begets Feli- 
city ! Live thou for ever in my faithful 
Memory 3 and be my conftant Guide in 
all my ways, Still let me think on thoſe 
Joys above, and undervalue all things 


:compared $0 my Salyation. Still let me 


think 
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chaſed for me all thoſe Joys. 
VI 


O my ador'd Redeemer, be thou the 
Mafter-Wiſh of my heart 5 the Scope 
and end of all my time. Soon as I wake, 
let me look up to thee; and, whenl 
ariſ®, humbly adore thee on my bended 
knees; often in the day let me call in m 
thoughts to thee ; and when go to re 
cloſe up mine eyes in thee. So ſhall my 
time be govern'd by thy grace; and my 
eternity Crowned with thy glory. 

Lord, ere I take my leave, let me 
repeat ſome few words more of thoſe 
incomparable many thou haft left 
among us. Let me attentively medi- 
tate their Subſtantial Senſe; and ſettle 
them as principles of my life and aQi- 
on. 

Lay not up for your ſelves treaſures on 
earth ; where ruſt and moth corrupt, and 
thieves break thorow and fleal. 

But lay up for your ſelves treaſures in 
Fteaven, where neither ruſt nor moth cor- 
rupts, nor thieves breakithorow and fteal. 

For where your treaſure is, there will your 
heart be alſo. 


VII 


Part 5, 


think on my Saviour's Love, that pur. 
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VIII. 

Go now, you curious , and ftudy 
what you pleale ; for me, i'le ſtay, and 
lifken to my Saviour, he'l teach me high, 
pe and ſure and nſeful truths ; he'l teach 
ke Ye truths that will make me happy. 

' Hark but this own word more,and you'l 
ſay too; if any ſenſe of your eternal 
z00d can hold you, hark how he kindly 
ef tells us this new and glorious Secret 3 
ve ſhall be hereafter like the Angels in 
Heaven. IX. 

O ſweet and precious words to them 
that reliſh it, and throughly digeft its 
frog nouriſhment, to them that feed 
on't as often as their daily bread ; we 
ſhall be hereafter like the Angels in 
Heaven, and what, O deareft Lord, 
are thoſe blefſed Angels, but Spirits that 
know, and love and delight for ever ? 
Such, O my Soul, we ſhall be, and that 
ſveet life we ſhall lead, we ſhall be and 
ng Ye like the Angels in Heaven, 


we ſhall know all that's true, -and 
love all that's good ; and delight in 
that knowledg and love for ever. 
No ignorance ſhall darken us, nor 
error deceive us, no cares ſhall perplex 
us, nor Crofſes affli& us; we ſhall be 
like the Angels in Heaven, our Jos 


ſhall be full, and pure, and everlafting ;; 
we ſhall be like the Angels in Heaven, 
Cheer thee my Soul and bleſs thy boun 
teous Lord ; 'tis by him we ſhall be like! 
the Angels in Heaven. Cheer thee, 
and raiſe thy hopes yet gloriouſly 
Higher 3; we ſhall be like himſelf; for 
we ſhall ſee him as he is. 


The PRAYER. 


O Lord whither ſbould 1 go but to thee?) 


thou haſt the Words of Eternal Life, 
My Conſcience accuſes me of breaking al 
thy Commandments, I have Sinned in 
thoughts and Words, in thoughts more than 
T can think, and in Words more than I im 
able to expreſs for the number of them, tha 
I bave ſcarce room for any more; 1 am in- 
pure, but thou of purer Eyes than to bebdll 
zniquity ; therefore if thou ſhculd'ſt enter inv 


Fudgment with me 1 am not able to anſme 


thee, one wordof a thouſand. 
II. 

I confeſs there is but one way, ro fly from 
thee as an angry God, but 10 fly to 1bee 6s 
& reconciled father, reconciled in the blood 
of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, w fly from tht 
ftri® Bar of Fudgmem, 1 thy tender 
bowels of Compaſſion, not according t0 ny 
merits 
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Y merits, but according tomy necefities, and 
J | humbly befeech thee, pardon all my Sins 
Jl jt, and ſirengiben me againſt all Sin for 
Y the time ro come; and to this end awaken 


my dead Conſcience, confirm my Fudgment, 
enlighten my Underſtanding, conform my 
Fill, reform my Life, enflame my Zeal, and 
confirm my Faith, that from benceforth 1 


J nay live unto thee, and ſerve thee, and find 


| reſt unto my Soul, for thy Toke is cafiy and 


thy Burden Iight. 


MrDpitartion IV. 


On St. Luke 19. 41. 


And when be was come near, be beheld the 
City and wept over it, 


Of up thy Voice Feruſalem, and be 
not afraid; ſay to the Cities of 


Fuda, behold your God : behold the 


Lord your God is come with a ſtrong 
hand 3 his reward.is with him, and his 
work before him? he 'is come to bring 
redemption to all the World, and gra- 

R Ciouſly 
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cioufly offers it firft to you his People. 


graated to yau. | 
II. 


Hark with how ſweet and elegant .a 
Compaſhon thy kind Redeemer com: | 


plains of thy ingratitude : O Jeruſalem, 
Feruſalem, thou 1bat kill 8 the Prophets, 
and ſtoneſt them who are ſent tothee, How 
often would 1 have gathered thy children 16- 
gether as a Hen gathers ber Chickens under her 
wings and thou wouldſt not, Hark, with 
how. tender and charitable a reprodf, 
thy Lord unwillingly withdraws from 
thee his favour. O hadſ/t thou known even 
thou ar leaft in this thy day rhe -uhings which 
belong unto thy peace But now tbey are 
bid from thine Eyes. 
I 

Harken once more, and if his kind 
neſs cannot move thy love, he'l try how 
his anger can work upon thy fear. Hear: 
ken then and tremble at thoſe terrible 


.threatnings with .which .thy provident 


Lord . fgrewarns thee of thy danger; 
Gird thee with $ackdotb, Jeruſalem , and 
the down in aſhes ;. Cover thee with mourn- 
ing, and bitterly lament. : for tbe day ſhall 
eome when thy Enemies fball Befiege ther, 
and Compaſs thee about with a Trench, 


Bnt you refus'd the holy one, and the 
juſt ; and deſired a murtherer to be. 
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| IV. 
They fball not leave one Stone upin ane 


Y they, but bear thee to the Ground , and thy 
8 Children in thee. Thy People ſhall be ſlain 


by the Edge of the Sword ; and Jed as 
Saves into all Comntries. They ſhall wan- 
der up and down without King or Prince ; 
they ſhall Mourn without Sacrifice or Altar, 
And Jeruſalem ſhall be rrodden, under Feet 
by the Gentiles, 1ill. the fulneſs of Nati 
ons be Arcomplifh, WI 


V. | 
But O, how long, Lord Holy and 

Merciful, how . long! wilt thou 
be Angry with them for ever ? Haſt 
thou not ſaid , he that ſcatters I/rael, 
will gather them again ; and keep them 
again 5 and keep them as a Shepherd 
does his Flock ? Remember thy ancient 
Promiſes, O Lord ! and ſave the Rem-+ 
nant of thy once lov'd Iſrael 5 take away 
the Veil from before their Eyes, that 
they may ſee. thy Truth, and Imbrace 
it ; take away the Hardneſs from their 
ftony Hearts; that they again may be 
thy People, and thou again their God, 

VI 


Then ſhall they lay aſide the Garment 
of Mourning, and put on the Bright- 
neſs which comes from thee. They ſhall 
celebrate the Jubily of this their greateſt 

R 2 Deliverancg, 


Deliverance, and every one ling in that 


Mountain of our Lord; let us learn his 
ways, and walk in his Paths. As 'twas 


our Wickedneſs to go aftray from our | 
God ; ſo now Return'd, let us ſeek him 


ten times more, 

VII. 

Too late have we known thee, O thou 

ancient Truth : too late have we loved 
thee, O thou deſired of all Nations ! we 
were miſled by the' Errour of qur Fa- 
thers ; we wereabus'd by our own blind 
Paſſhons. The Kingdom we expetted 
deſerves not that name ; a ſhort, and 
yain and troubleſome proſperity. Thy 
Dominion, O Lord, is in Holineſs and 
Peace ; and of thy Kingdom there ſhall 
be no end. 

VIII. 


Such was the Kingdom thou promi- 
fedft to David, Thy Throne will 1 eftablifh 
for ever. Such is the Kingdom thou giv'ft 
to thy Servants ; they ſhall live and reign 
with thee for ever. O make us love, 
dear Lord, this eternal Kingdom ; and 
all things elſe ſhall be added to it» O 
make us love this eternal Kingdom, tho' 
nothing elſe be added to if.” Thou art, 
O Lord, the true Light of the World ; 
they who follow thee walk not in Dark- 
. nels, The 
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Day of Joy. Come let's afcend to the | 
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The PRAYER. 


Lord, we beſeech thee, call home thine 
() ancient people the Jews, bring in the 
fulneſs of the Gentiles, rhat they may be all 
on? Sheepfold under» one Shepherd, 0 that thy 
ſwoing light might ſhine forth upon thoſe many 
thouſand Souls, who ſit in darkneſs and in 
th: ſhadow of Death, before they go hence 
and bz no more ſeen, 

[T. 

Reveal thy Son. and bis ſaving Goſpel to- 
thoſe Afiaticks, Africans and Americans, 
that never beard of a Crucified Jeſus. O do 
good in thy good pleaſure 10 this onr Sion, 
make up the Breaches of this our Jeruſalem; 
reach us, O Lord, at leaſt inthis our day, to 
know the things 1hat belong to our peace, be- 
fore they come to be bid from our Eyes, 

Il 


Yet bow. long, Lord, how long wile tho 
be angry? for ever ? ſhall thy Fealoufie burn' 
like fire 2. O remember not a84inſt us the Sins 
and Offences of our lives paſt 5 let thy tender 
Mercies ſpeedily prevent us, for we are. 
brought to great miſery. F#elp us, O belp 
us, O Gol of our Salvation, for the Glory of 
thy Name : 0 deliver us, and b2: merciful 
unto our Sins, for thy Name ſake: Hear us, , 


and have mercy upon us, and do more abund- 
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ently for us, than we ave able to ast or think, | 
for thy Son and our Redeemer 's fake Chriſt 
Feſus. Amen, 


MztDiraAaTtion V. 


In Sickneſs. 


Fob 19, v. 25, 26, 27. I know that my Re- 


deemer liveib, and that be fhall fland a 
the latter day upon the Earth, 

And though after my skin, worms deſirty 
this body, yet in my fleſh ſhall I ſee God. 
Whom 1 [ball ſee for my ſelf, and mine Eyes 
foall bebold, and not another, though my 

reins be conſumed within me. 


Ome, et us praiſe the Goodneſs of 

our God, who orders every thing 

to the beft for his Servants: whoſe Pro- 
vidence governs us all our life, and at 
laft ſends the Meſſenger of Death. He 
caſts ns down on our Beds of Sickneſs 3 


and draws the Curtain *twixt the World 


and vs: ſhutting out all its vain de- 


Ngns,and contradiQing all buſineſs to ww 
Be 
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, Y Bed of Sickneſs, There in that quiet 
' F colitude he ſpeaks to our hearts, and 


ſets-before us all our Life ; there he dif- 
I covers the Fallacies of this World, and 
J invites us now at laſt to prepare for the 
other.- 

on 

Thither he fends his Mcffengers of 
Peace, to treat with our Souls; and re=- 
concile them to Heaven, Thither he 
ſends even his only Son, to ſectire' our 
Paſſage, and condud@t us to hitmſelfs O, 
J how quite other will our thoughts be 
{ then, to what they were in-ouft.careleſs 
Health ?* How ſhall we freely cenſure 
what we once efteem'd, and be eaſily 
convinc'd into wiſer Counſels, when our 
Bodies ſhall be dried up with a burning 
Fever, | and waſted away with a deep 
Conſumption : when our unruly Senſes 
ſhall be check'd with Pain, and our raſh 
Minds made ſober with Fear : when the 
occaſions of Sin ſhall be removed away, 
and every thing about us inclines us to 
repent ? 

IL. 

Blefſed for ever be thy Name,©O Lord, 
whoſe Mercy SanQifies even thy Puniſh- 
ments into Favours. Thou bring'ft us 
low, to perſwade us to be humble ; and 
preſcrib'ſt us a Sickneſs to cure our In- 
R 4 firmities, 
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firmities. Thou command'ft the Grave 
to diſpenſe with none 5 but indifferently 


feize on all alike: that all may alike 


provide for that fatal Hour, and none 


be undone. by miſtaken Hopes; - thou | 
telPft us plainly, we all muſt die, but | 
kindly conceaPft the time and place ; that | 


every where we may ſtand on vur guard, 
and every moment expe thy Coming. 
IV. 

Come let us humble our ſelves in the 
fight of God, and ſpread before him all 
our Complaints : He is the great Crea- 
tor of the World: and Sovereign Judge 
of all Mankind : He fits above on his 


Glorious Throne, and in his Handsare | 


the Keys of Life and Death Whatever 
he pleaſes he brings to pals, and none 
can reſiſt his Almighty Power : what- 
ever he does is ftill the beſt, and none 
can accuſe his all-knowing Goodneſs, All 
things do live to thee, O Lord, thou ſole 
Preſerver of Univerſal Nature. Thou 
comforteſt us when we lie. on our fick 
Peds, and makeſft all our Beds in our 
Sciknels. 
V. | 
Come let us make our Peace betimes 


with Our God, before the. Evening ap*' 
proach too near ; while it is called fo 


Day, let us faithfully labour ; for the 
Night 
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Night will come wherein none can work. 
Let us implore his Favour firft for our 
\ FT {lves, and not till then preſume to beg 
' | for others. Let us look firſt into our own *' 
' I Breaft, and ftritly examine what paſ- 
| Þ ſes there, Tell me, niy Soul, how frand 
| F our great Accounts? Are all things 
even between Heaven and us ? Are we'' 
prepared to goto meet our Judge, whoſe | 
ſuſtice puniſhes every leaft Defed ? 
VI 


Is there not ftj11 ſome reſtitution to 
make ,. which the love of this World 
tempts us. to delay ? Is there not ftill 
ſome MiſaffeQion to reQRifie, which'our * 
own falſe Hearts abuſe us to connive at ? 
Forgive,O Sovereign Goodneſs,theſe our 
imperfections, and fix our whole hearts 
on nothing but thy ſelf, Why are we 
thas. at beft but good by halfs, for whom 
there is a Heaven prepared worth all 
our labours ? Why do we mingle ftill 
with thy pure Grace, ſo much of our 
own corruptd Nature? Deliver us, O 
Lord, from the Temptations of this 
World, and mercifully ſave us from the 
Wrath to come. Bleſſed are thoſe Ser. 
vants whom our Lord, ſhall find watch- 
ing ; he ſurely will beftow on them all 
the Mercies of Heaven, 
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VII. 
Hear our Prayers, O Lord, and let 
our cry come unto thee. Every thing 


afflias us in this troubleſum World ; but 


nothing {o much as ,our own Iniquities. 
They like a heavy Yoke oppreſs our 


Necks, and keep down our Eyes from | 


looking up to Heaven. Lord ! We con- 
feſs we have followed vanity 5 and neg- 
ligently perform'd the work thou gav'ft 
us : we confeſs we have gone aftray 
after the manner of Men, and our chief 
deſires are ftill towards thee ; in thee 
we believe, and love thy Name, thou 
great Phyſician of immortal Souls. 
VIII. 
gyms not, O God of Mercy! the 
ſmoaking flax, nor break the bruiſed 
reed. Fardon the Sins which daily 
we have committed, and work a true 
anda hearty Repeatance in us. O were 
we now again in health how gladly 
would we make uſe of every opporruni- 
ty, how would we ſpend every Minute 
in Repentance to purge away throughly 
every leaſt Impurity ? Teachus O Lord, 
patiently to endure any Groſs or Sick- 
neſs which wholſomely imbitters the 
World to our taft, that after this Ex- 
perience if it be thy good Pleaſure to 
reſtore us to our former health, we 
may 
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may amend our lives and be made fit for 


J thy Heavenly Kingdom. 


IX, 
 O make ns bleſs thy name. for all thy 
Mercies, and let not one be loft by onr 
Ingratitude. Let us not ſee in vain the 
Crown at the Races end, and fit down 
lazily in the ſhades of eaſe + but let us 
ftretch-'our ſelves, and purſue to- the 
Mark, for the glorious'Prize that's ſet 
before us 3 and when our Lifes laft Day 
begins to fall, and bids us haften to pre- 
pare for Night, 


X. 

Then come you Holy Angels; and 
watch about us, and ſuffer not the Ene-- 
my to difturb our paſſage ; ' come © and 
receive-.in- peace our departing: Souls, 
and bear them ſafely-to-the Preſence of 
our Lord. Then O:thou dear Redeemer 
of the: World, and ſovereign King of 
Life and Death ! Thou , who defſpiſeft 
not the tears of the Penitent, nor turn- 
eſt away from the Sighs of the aflited : 
thou who preſerveſt all that rely on thee, 
and fulfill their defires that tong to be 
with thee, : \ | 

- Xl; | 

Hear thou our Cries, and pardon our 
Sins , and graciouſly deliver us from all 
our Fears, Call us to thy ſelf with - 

| thine 
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thine own bleft Voice call us, O 
deareſt Feſu, in thine own Sweet Words, 
Come you Bleſſed of my Father, poſſeſs the 
Kingdom prepared for you. from the Foln- 
dation of the World, Then, O my happy 
Soul immediately obey, and go forth 
with gladneſs to meet thy. Lord; to 
live with him and behold his Glory ; to 
rejoyce with him and ſing his praiſe. 
43603 - $11 hs Ws 
O Pounteous Lord the only - Author 
of. ll we have ; the only Objett of all 
we hope! as thou haft thus: prepar'd a 
Heaven for us, O may thy Grace pre- 
pare; us for it, Omake us live the. Life 
of the Righteous ; and let our laft End 
he like theirs, that we may dye the 
Death of the Righteouz, and live for 
ever in their bleft: Society. If thou © 
God be with us who can. be againſt us ? 


if thou juftifie:us. who can condemn us ? 


The PRAYER. 


Vx 0: to me,' Wretched Sinner, what ſhall 

I do ? I bave comminted Evil inthe: 

{:ght of my God , ! bave offended the Eyes 

of- bis Majefty : wkither ſoall 1 fly from the 

iuftice-.of my Fudge? whither, but to tbe 

mercy of my Saviour ? Have mercy on _ 
| Lor 
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J 101d for I am weak, O Lord heal me for my 

tones are vexed, My corrupt Nature bas- 

brought forth Sin, and Sin bas brought forth 

Sorrow ; where ſball 1 ſeek for a pardon, 

where ſhall 1 find relief but in thee, my God,my 

J tope, and portion in the Land of the Living ? 
Il. 

My days are declin'd as a ſhadow, and 
[um Withered away 4s graſs ; and nothing 
remains but the Cold Grave. O Let me call 
back that uncomfortable Word '' My days 
I indeed are declined, but my Eternity is 
I [afe; 1 am withered away as Graſs, but the 
ſpring will come and revive me into a flower 
of Paradice : this my hope is laid. up in my 
Boſom, let then my Body be Crumblell into 
Duft. 1 Know my Redeemer lives, and 
in the laft day I ſhall riſe out of the 
Farth, and be compaſt again with my 
Skin, and in my fleſtt ſhall lee' God, -and 
J in that blisful Sight be for ever happy. 


MED[- 
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Mevpitatrion VI- 


A Preparation for Death. 


Revel. 14. 13, 1 beard a woice from bes 
ven, ſaying unto me, rue ; from bence. 
forth bleſſed are the Dead which dye in the 
Lord: Even ſo ſaith the Spirit, for they 
reſt from heir Labours, 


| I. 
His Life indeed is the way we muſt 


walk ; but this alone cannot bring. 


us to our End. Ere we arrive at our 
appointed home; we mult be led through 
the Gates-of Death, - where we ſhall ab- 


ſolutely be ftript of all we have; and 


carry nothing with us but what we are 
where we not only muft quit the whole 
World, but leave behind us even pact 
of our ſelves. Haft thou, my Soul (een 
ſome Neighbour dye? and doft thou 
remember thoſe Circumftances of Sor- 
row? We are ſure, the caſe e're long 
will be our own; andare not ſure but it 
may be very ſoon. 


II, 
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IE 
Have we ourſelves been dangeruufly 
fick? and do we remember the T houghts 
we had then ? how we reſolved to cor- 
rect our Paſſhons; and firive againft 
the vices that particularly endanger us ? 
'Twill come to this again, and no re- 
prieve be found to ſtay one fingle minute” 
the Hand of Death, bat he immediately 
will ſeize upon us, and bear us away to 
the Region of Spirits, there to be rang- 
ed in our proper Place; as the courſe 
of our Life hath qualified us here. 
IH. | 
What though our Bodies be crumhled 
into Duſt; and that Duſt blown about 
o're the face of the Earth ? Yet we un- 
doubtedly know our Redeemer lives, 
and ſhall appear in Brightneſs at the laft 
Great Day 3 he ſhall appear in the midft 
of innumerable Angels; and with rheſe 
very Eyes we ſhall ſce him : We ſhall ſce 
him in whom we have ſo long believed 5 
we ſhall find him whom we have ſv often 
ſought 3 we ſhall poſſeſs him whom our 
Souls have loved; and be united to him 
for ever, - who is the only End of our 


being, : 
IV, 
O thou Eternal Lord of Grace and 


Glory, our Joy and Portion in the _ | 
9 
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of the Living, what haſt thou there 
prepared fur thy Servants, who beſtow. 
eft {uch Fledges of thy Bounty here! 
What goft thou there reſerve in thine 
own Kingdom, who giveſt us thy elf in 
chis Place of Baniſhment! How will 
thy open Viſion tranſport our Souls ; 
when our dark Faith yickls ſuch Delight? 
Nothing --on; Earth iſo ſweet as to kneel 
whole hours before thee 3 and one by 
one conſider . thy innumerable Mercies: 
what muſt-it be in Heaven to ſhine con- 
tinually before thee; and allin one con- 
template thy unſpeakable Glories ? 


O- my ador'd Redeemer, when will 
that happy Day appear, that mine Eyes 
may behold thee withouta veil ? when 
will theſe Clouds and Shadows paſs away, 
that thy Beams may ſhine on me in their 
full brightneſs ? - Obje& not againft me, 
Deareft Lord, that none can ſee thy 
Face and live: Thoſe Fears thy Love 
has changed, andail my Hope is now to 
live by ſeeing thee!: Say not, O: thou 
mild and gracious Majefty.! 1f L approach 
thy.Preſence I muſt dye: rather inftru@ 
me ſo todye, that 1 may live for ever.in 
thy Glorious Preſence. 

ove > # 
Live glorious: King of Men and. An- 
3 gels3 


=3 ©Woo 
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zels 5 live happy Conqueror of Sin and 
Death, our Praiſes ſhall always attend 
thy Croſs ; and our Patience endeavour 
to bear our own, through fterceſt Dan- 
zers ; our Faith ſhall follow thee, and 
nothing wreft from us our Hope to ſee 
thee. We'l fear no more the Sting of 
Death, nor be frighted at the darkneſs 
of the Grave, Since thou haft changed 
our Grave into a Bed of Reft ; and made 
beath itſelf but. a Paſlage- into Life. 
We'il love no more the Pleaſures of va- 
nity, nor ſet our Hearts on unſatisfying 
Riches, fince thou haft opened Paradiſe 
2gain, and purchaſed for us the Kingdom 
of Heaven. 
VII. -: 

Come happy Souls, to whom belongs. 
ſo fair a Title to all theſe Mercies.Come, 
let us now raiſe up our Thoughts, and 
continually meditate our future Beati- 
tude. Let us comfort our Labours with 
the Hope of:Reft and 'our- Sufferings- 
with the expeftance of a quick Reward: : 
Now that the Hand of our gracious * 


Lord has unlockt the Gates of Everlaſt-". 

ivg Bliſs, now that they ſtand wide open + 

to admic ſuch as prefs on-with their ut- \ 

moſt Strength, ſuch as have wiſely mate"! 

choice of Heaven for the only. End and 

pulineſs of their Life, rejetting all thele - 
| falle 
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falſe Allurements, 'toattend the purſuit 
of true Felicity. | 
VILE. 

O bleſſed Feſu,our Hope and Strength, 
and the ful] rewarder of all thy Servants! 
as thou haft freely prepared for us rea. 
dy ways; fo Lord let thy Grace enadle 
us to work. Make us dire@ our whole 
Life to thee ; and undervalue all things 
compared with thy Love. Seal thou 
our Eyes to the Illuſions of this: World, 
and open them (upwards: to thy ſolid 
Glories, that when our earthly Taber- 
-nacle ſhall be difſolved ; and this Houſe 
of Clay fall down into the Duft, we 
may aſcend to thee, and dwell above ; 
in that Building not made with Hands, 
Eternal in the 'Heavens.. 


The PRAYER: 


(J Thou that artthe Phyſician both of Bt 
dy and Soul, : have mercy upon dl 
thoſe thar are viſited with 1hy Rand: of Sick- 
neſs, and toſſed upon th: Bed of Pain. Lord 
Live them eaſz, Lord give them belp ; layno 
more upon them than thou wilt enable them1o 
bear ;- bleſs all means that ſhall be uſed*+for 


8heir Recovery, and let not their Sickneſs be- 


ro Death, if-it be thy bleſſed Will : However 
#hou dealeſt with their Bodies be gracious and 
pro- 
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opitious to their, Souls though the outward 
Man decay, yetk1 the inward Man be renew- 
ed day by day : and when 1heir Bodies ſhall go 
the way of all the Earth, grant that their 
Souls may go the way of 1by Saints and of thy 
Servants. 
It. 

And we beſeech thee, gracious God, to 
ſanQtify all ſpeFacles of Frailty and Morta- 
lity to 4 that are in Health and Strength; belp 
u 20 wait all the Days of 0ur appointed Time, 
until our Change ſhall come 3 make us all wiſe 
Virgins, that we may get Oyl in our Lamps, 
wot only the Lamps of Profeffion, but the Oy 
of Sincerity 3 that we be always ready to go 
;n with the Bridegroom of our Souls Ke. 
ever it ſball ned. thee 10 come unto us, & 
they by thy general or by thy particular Viſites 
tim, Purify and cleanſe us while we bave 
Day in this Life from all drofſy Affje#ions, 
that when the Night of Death comes, in 
which none can work, we may- be found fit 


immediately 10 enzey imo thy Eternal Reſt, © 


through our Lord Feſus Chriſt thy Son and 
cur Saviour. Amen 


» 
7 
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 Mepitrartion VII. 


Comforts _ againſt the Loſs of 
Friends. 


Theſ. 4.13. 14. But I would mt 
have you to be ignorant Brethren,. concern- 
ing them which are aſicep, that ye ſorrow 
not even 4s Others which have no hope, 

For if we believe that Feſus died, and roſe 
again, even ſo them alſo which ſleep in 
Feſus will God bring with bim. 


| I: 
T2 us wipe our Eyes with the com- 
fort of hope, andchange our grief 
into a charitable Joy ; the friends we 
mourn for are.delivered from this World, 
and all the miſeries we ſo juſtly deplore; 
their bodies' tremble no more with the 
Pallie, nor burn with” the flames of a 
{ſcorching Fever ; they cry out nov more 
for want of ſleep, nor roul up and down 
their uneaſy Beds, 
IT. 
But quietly reft in the ſilent Grave, 
till they riſe again to immortal Glory 5 
which 
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which while they there expect in peace, 
their Souls are enlarged to a ſpacious 
liberty ; no longer confin'd to this priſon 
of the body, but. gone to dwell in the 
region of Spirits; no longer expoſed to 
theſe ſtormy Seas, but gladly arrived at 
of their ſafe harbour. 
HI. 

O praiſe our Lord all you Nations 
of the Earth, whom his Providence yet 
ſuſtains alive ; whom he ſo long forbears 
to ſtrike, though our Sins have often 
provoked his Wrath; whom: he fo 
graciouſly calls to repent, though onr 
ve ff Paſſions have hitherto negletted his 
voice: making Experiments by the 
death of others, to adviſe his ſervants 
toa warier Life. 

b IV. 
of To clear this nſeful Truth, Ie too 
ie mult die, and ftriatly account for every 
4, | fle Word : we muſt appear before that 
>. I Zreat Tribunal, and trembling receive 
6 ©} our everlaſting Doom. Seems it ſo hard 
a [| a Fate to tread the Path which ail our 
e || anceftors have gone before us? Adam 
n | the firft of Men, and Abraham the 
friend of God: David the Man after 
God's own' heart, and Daniel the Pro- 
, | pket of the Lord, | 


V, 
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» V. 

Alltheſe kave paid their debt to Na. 
tnre >, and ſubſcribed the Law of uni- 
verſal mortality. Feſws himſelf , the! 
eternal Son of God, expired on the 
Croſs ; and went to his glory through 
the Gates of Death, and ſhall our fond 
ſelf love ſo blindly flatter us, to wiſh an 
Exception from this general Rule ? *tis 
not for 'ns O Tord, to chuſe our own 
conditions, but -to manage well what 
thou appointeſt, 


The PRAYER. 


An at of Reſignation when a 
Friend 1s dead. 


Ae? God be pleaſed to take pity on 
thy difirefſed ſervant grieving for the 
Loſs of bis Friend, Thou knoweſt Lord 
bow neerly our hearts were knit in Afﬀetti- 
en, and therefore how juſily 1 lament ny 
Loſs. But fince it was thy pleaſure, 16 
receive him to thy ſelf, be pleaſed alſo 10 
baften my journey 10 bim 7, give me patience 
to endure this ſiroke of thy ſcourge , and 
thankfully to acknowledge thy goodneſs in his 
beppineſs, Him thou haſt taken from - 
ev 


.only Lord and Saviour,, Amen, 
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J evil to come; O deliver me alſo from this 


body of Death. 
ll, 

Give me dear God a fight of my Sins, and 
turs all -my tears fmto a godly ſorrow for 
offending thy divine Majeſty. O be thou, 
a Father, Brother, Friend and all to me, that 
all my wants may be ſupplyed by thy all-ſuffici- 
ency. O let my treaſure be laid up with thee 
in Heaven, that where my treaſure * is,” there 
ny beart may be alſo ; and - when it ſhall be 
thy pleaſure to free me from this acle 
of fleſh, let me be received imto that Quire of 
Saints, whereof 1 doubt not but my friend 
is 4 joyful member. Grant this O Heavenly 


father for thy Son Feſus Chrift's Sake my 
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MzD1TATION VIII. 
On the Day of Judgment. 


Heb. 9. 27, Is is appointed for ail Mer 
once #0 dye, and after that 3be Fudg- 
ment, | 


[. X 

() Praiſe our Lord all you his 

Works; bleſs him and magnitie 
him for ever! praiſe his . Almighty 
power that gave you your being 5 and 
{til preferves you from Relapſing into 
nothing. Praiſe his afl-ſeeing wiſdom, 
that here dire&s your Steps; and leads 
you on to your eternal End: praiſe 
above all his boundleſs goodneſs, that 
pours into every thing as much as it 
can hold, And though our fhort ſight 
now Teach not To far but often miftake, 
and repine at his Government: yet at 
the laft great Day, we ſhall clearly dif- 
cern a perfe& concord in the harſheft 


note. 
CANS K+ x 


Il, 


S, 
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Il, 

This is not all, to expire and dye, and 
dwell for a time in the ſilent Grave 3 
we muft expe@ another day, a day of 
publick acconnt and - reftitution of all 
things, when our ador'd Redeemer ſhall 
come in the Clouds, and ſummon all 
Nature to appear before him, there to re-- 
ceive each their proper part exaUly fit- 
ted to their beft capacity : there to be- 
hold the whole Creation ſtrive to ex- 
preſs in it ſelf the PerfeQions of its 
Maker, whoſe admirable wiſdom ſhall 
gnide that laſt univerſal Scene, and frniſh- 
the whole Aftion in a beauteous Cloſe. 

ITE, 

When the Arch-Angel ſhall ſound his 
Trumpet, and proclaim alond this uni-- 
verfal Summons, ariſe you Dead, and 
come to Judgment ; ariſe and appear- 
before the Throne of God. Then ſhall: 
the little Heaps of Duſt immediately 
awake, and every Soul put on her 
Proper Body. Immediately all the 
Children of 4dam ſhall be gathered to-- 
gether, from heaven and hell, and every: 
corner of the earth ; there they muft 
fandand all attend their ;doom, but Q- 
with bow ſad and fatal a difference ! 


| IV. 
The Juft ſhall look up with a- chear- 
S ful 
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ful Countenance, and in their new 
white Robes rejoyce and ſing Alleluja; 
let us rejoyce, for the marriage - of 
the Lamb. is come and his Bride 
has prepared her (elf; let us rejoyce, 
for the Kingdom . of the World is made 
our Lords and. his Chriſt's, and he ſhall 
reign for ever andever; let us rejoyce, 
for now our Redeemer is nigh 3 behold 
he comes quickly, and his Rewards 
with him. Come, Come, Lord Jeſu; 
thou long deſire of our hearts 5 come 
quickly thou fall delight of our Souls: 
Come an declare to all the World thy 
Glory ; come and reward hefore all the 
World thy ſervants. 
V.. 

Lo, where aloft he. comes in Power: 
and Majeſty, . attended with a Train of 
innumerable. Angels 5 . behold, where 
he - ſits inthron'd on the wings of Che- 
rubims, and takes at once a+ view of alt 
Mankind : Soon he commands his An- 
gels to ſever his ſheep, and gather them 
together on his rigbt hand. Firft then 
to them he turns his glorious face ; - and 


ſhines upon them with theſe raviſhing.. 


Words, Come you Blefſed of my Father; 


poſſeſs the Kingdom prepared for you. 


from the beginning of. the World. 
| VI 


ms ppt Mo > 
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VI. 2 
O' the joys their 'Souls ſhall ' feel 3 
when thoſe Heavenly words - ſound 'in : 


their Ears ! Joys that the wit of Man 


cafihiot conceive ; joys that” the tongues * 
of Angels cannot expreſs ; let it ſuffice, - 
themſelves ſhall Yaft their own felicity , : 


and feed on its ſweetneſs for evermore. 
Eut O, with what dejefted Eyes '' and 


trembling hearts ſhall the wicked ftand 


expecting their Judge ? What ſhall they 
do when where e're' they look theit 
eye car) meet with nothing but'deſpair? 


ahove the offended Jidge ready to con>- 
demn' them ; below, the bottomlefs pit 


gaping to devour' them 5 within, the 
worm of © conſcience 'gnawing 


ih flames. . 
| VII- 4 
What ſhall they do; when © that 
terrible voice ſhalt ftrike them: 


ſuddenly down 
Hell? Go you accurfed into ever- 
lafting tire , prepared for the Deyil 
and his Angels. The: Day of Man is 
paſt, when Sinners did what they pleaſe 
ed; and God ſeem'd to hold his Peace : 


'Tis now the Day of God, 'when his” 


wrath ſhall ſpeak in thunder 5 and Sin-' 
ners ſuffer - what their- wickedneſs dev 
S2. 
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their ' 
bowels ; and round about all the World ' 


to the bottom of 


ſerves. : 


-—— <—— w_—_ 
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ſerves. Then ſhall they ſink immedi- 


ately into the pit of ſorcow , and dwell 
in Darkneſs and Torments for ever. 


Vihile the juft ſhall go up in joy and 


trigmph; and reign with' our Lord 
tn his Kingdom for ever. 
"a VUL. 
-.. Thus ſhall the whole Creatien be 
Gaally diſpoſed; and Mercy and Juſtice 
now arthere below ; and read'ft theſe 
Dreadful truths as. things afar off 3 
Know thou ihale-then be preſent, and 
fee them: with thine Eyes, and be thy 
felf concerned for all Eternity. Know 
as thou liv'ft, thou art like todyg : and 
2s thou dy'f|t thou art ſure to be judged; 
Think what a ſad condition it will be 
to find thy ſelf on the wrong hand; 
think what thou then wouldft give to- 
have repented in time ; think what thou 
wouldft give for a little time to repent. 
XL 


Then ask the bright Angels what 
made them happy, and ftraight they'l 
anſwer with a ſpriteful voice, we rea» 
hy obey'd our great Creator; and 
he fixt us here to ſhine for ever. ASk 
the bleft Saints, what brought them to 
felicity 3 and immediately they'l tell -_ 
in the fame glad tune, we — 

F 0: 


divide; the World. O_ my Soul ! whos 
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lov'd our Dear Redeemer ; and that love 
plac't us here. Ask both together, 
» | what bred thoſe excellent vertues 5 and 
4 | both together will proclaim-aloud, bleſ- 
{ | fed for ever be the grace of our - God, 
which alone has wrought all our Works 
in us: Bleſfed for ever be the bounty of | 
+ {| our Lord; which gave us freely firft, * 
then Crowned his own Gifts. 


X. 
Watch therefore now and continually | 
. | prays for we know not the hour when: _ 
the Son of Man will come. O Son of, f | 
God and Man, who cam'ft in Mercy to: # | 
ſave us; bring the ſame Mercy with.” | 
thee, when thou com'ſt to Judge us. 
Mean while affift us with thy Heaven- 
ly Grace, to ſtand perpetually with our ] 
accounts prepared - that we may dye in | 
the peace of God, and his Holy Church 3 | 
and go to live with him and his Bleficd 
Saints, Command thy Vigilant Angels 
to watch about us; and carry ns ſtrong- 
ly on to the place of our defires. It is 
decreed for all men once to dye : and 
after Death Judgment, 


S3 
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ThePRAYEER: 


WW Pere ſhall 1 hide me 0' ! ord from the 
| face of thy wrath ? where ſhall 1 bide 
"Me when thou comeſt ro Fudge the living and 
the Dead ? Frremble'ar my own unwortbineſs : 


"4 


| preſence. Waſh me yet more, O Lord , from 

my iniquities, and pnrge me thorowly from 
i, 23y Sins, Purge me with Hyſop, and | ſhall 
[ be clean , waſh me and 1 ſhall ' be whiter 
A ' ghon Snow; make me 10 hear of joy and glad- 
aj neſs, that the bones which thou baſt broken 
may rejoyce. I know the Enemy that obſtruts 


ter, nor any clean be deny'd admittance. - 
II. 

O Happy they, whom our Lord ſball bonour 
on the Day of bis triumph ! and rifirg from 
bis ſeat of Fudgmen, go gloriouſly before 
them, and with theſe ſweet and gracious 
Words invite them to follow him; Come you 
Bleſſed of my Fuber, poſſeſs -the Kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of 1be 
| World.. The reward of your 
fl will grove you; 1 my ſelf ' will be your re+ 
ward : come enter into your Maſters joy. 


Ik 


I'am aſhamed, thus impure, to appearin thy 


j my way: my Sins exclude me from thy. 
Ta Kingdom ; where no uncl-an thing can en-- 


Labours 1[- 
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TIT. 
Deliver us, O Lord from that ſad 


rable End, which thy Fuſtice has prepare} - 


for rhe Wick:d ; Deliver us from thoſe vain 
Deceitful ways, that lead us to ſo miſerable 

an End. O make us always fear thy Fudge. 
ments, that we never feel them ; always bops". 
in thy Mercies, that we never forfeit them; ? 


ds + 


ap and dwell among thy Saints and Angels, 
IV. 


then our Death cannot bus be bappy ; this we 
beg for thy Son Feſus Chriſts Sake, who Dy« 
+ | ed for our Sins, and for the Sins of the 
 .| whole World ; be roſe again for our juſtifice- 
.| tion, and fits at the right band of God the 
Fithnr Almighty, from thence be ſhall come 
ro judge both 1be quick and the Dead, To 
whom be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all Honour, 
Power, and Glory, Adoration, and Sub- 
jetion, from this time. forth and for cver- 
mores Amen; 
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Bleſs us, O Lord, with 4 happy Death 5, ©: 
that our Sonls may depart in peace, and go % 


Bleſs us, O Lord, with a Holy Life, and i 


we : 


